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- Autumn Walk at Pleasant Lawn Cemetery

By Evelyn Stelmashuck

Upcoming Events =

Wed., October 10 At 7 PM
Regular business meeting at
Mills and Petrie Memorial Gymnasium

The fourth in a series of cemetery walks sponsbyeithe Parish Town His+
torical Society will take place at Pleasant Lawm@eery in Parish on Saturday,
October 13 at 3 p.m.

Saturday, October 13 at 3 p.m. Come join our group as we go back in time and edlhe lives of some of
Cemetery walk at
Pleasant Lawn Cemetery Leah Houghtonr,

Wed.. November 14 At 7 PM duuly GGuuest Speakker

Regular business meeting at : : : By Evelyn Stelmashuck
Mills and Petrie Memorial Gymnasium Can you imagine being chased by a group of an-

. . : ah Houghton began working
gry penguins or running up hundreds of stairs |{-rc1?the Chemistry Department of

let the people in charge know that your colleagut%e Woods Hole Oceano-

What four band |was drifting apart from the rest of his group Wheg - ohic Institution (WHOI), as
the ice he was on suddenly cracked?! Such arg research Associate, in

members played some of the stories told to an audience of about 1998 In the fall of 2001
i fort le wh m t onp S
in the pOpUIar orty people who came out ongs she was asked to partici

" " the evening of July 26 at the pate in two research
Rogues Mills and Petrie Memorial cruises. The firstincluded

2 (] Gymnasium in Parish to liste seven weeks of research
Find answer o |Houghton. Leah told of her and was used to train her in
page 2. work and travels through the

the set up and use of spe-
Woods Hole Oceanographic (r:r']zlr']zted eq;ﬁ C e that time

Instltutlon.' The Parish T'own. Hlstorlcal Societynpored this Leah has had the opportu-

talk as their annual spema_l visitor summer event. nity to participate in sev-

In 2002, Leah spent six weeks on a research vestet eral other research
Antarctic Ocean. In late 2004, she was in a grafugoout fifty cruises ...Needless to say,
who did research in the Weddell Sea east of tharatit Penin- her favorite benefit of work-
sula. It was about experiences on this trip toAherctic that ing at WHOI has been the
Leah chose to travel opportunities. On
share thru stories Leah’s most recent research
and slides. cruise off the_ coast of Mexico,
Leah answered about 500 miles norfch_ of the
several questions equator, she was pnwleged to

go to the sea floor in the Alvin
after her talk and submersible to see the under-
the group ended  yater volcanoes and witness
the evening with  some of the strange marine life
refreshments. around them.
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Rogues Rally — Pied Piper soring the Parish Boy Scouts.
' A-P-W Students in County

] .'..li.

Music Festival Parish Artist to Show
APW students participating in Paintings at Watertown
Oswego County Choir were as fol- A one-man show of the paint-

lows: Soprano, Sharon Murphy, Kayings of Florence A. Davies, of Par-

Fuller, Janis Robinson, Julia Clark, ish, NY will be shown in the Flower

Gail Cranston; Alto, Julie Gray, Memorial Library of Watertown,

Helen Ellison, Nancy Waterman, NY.

Trudy Bristol, Lucinda Beley; Tenors,  The show will open on April L
of Parish Park quy Costello, John Dobiac, James apd continue through !\/Ia}PhY It

Reg Sargent, Charlie Butler, Al Haynes & bon LewiE 1S, Cregg Stanton and Bernard Linwill be under the auspices of the

No, these guys aren’t the ney; Bass, Hadwin Fuller and Harry Watertown Artists Guild of which
Beatles, but have you ever seen Rudat, Jr. Mrs. Davies is a member. During
beetles BUILD a park? Besides, APW band members in the 1964the sidewalk show last September

the Beatles aren’t our own. The County Band were Agnes Will, clari- one of her watercolors was pur-
Rogues are. They are playing Fri-net; Betsy Mariotte, clarinet and chased by the Marine Midland Bank
day night April 3, so our own kids Barry Weldon, trumpet. of Watertown.
can play for years to come—in our Mrs. Walter Robinson, Sandy The artist received her training
own park. They are playing in our Creek was chairman of the 1964 at the School of Art at the Munson-
own Parish Elementary School ~ County Choir and Mr. Sheldon BlankWilliams-Proctor Institute of Utica,
gym. Mexico was chairman of the County NY and was employed in the Educa-
Let’s hope they prove to be théBand. tion Department of the Art Gallery
Pied Pipers of the Parish Park Pro-  Guest directors of the County  there for about eleven years.
ject and lead in getting the supportMusic Festival were Richard Rhoades  She has had one-man shows in
that is necessary to get it com-  of Community College, Syracuse, the libraries at Utica, Clinton and
pleted. You can help. You can bu§hoir Director, and Elvin R. Free-  Whitsboro and the Methodist Church
tickets from any Parish Jay Cee man, former APW and Pulaski Band of Parish. She has had paintings ac-
member, Carl House Insurance, Director, guest director of the Countycepted in regional shows at Utica,

Crandalls Drug Store, Johnnie’s Band. Syracuse, Cooperstown, Albany and
Barber Shop or Parish Hardware. Sherburne. Many of her paintings
You don’t even HAVE to attend the have been sold to private individu-
dance. You CAN buy tickets just to Fire Dept. als. By in.vit.ation, she also contrjb-
support the park. To Hold Election uted a painting to the Art CoIIect_lon
Scout Dance Regular monthly meeting of the at Utica College of Syracuse Univer-
A-P-W, April 10 Parish Fire Department, Inc. will be sity. One of her watercolors is now
» AP S to be seen at the State Capitol Build-

The Parish Boy Scouts are ~ Wednesday, April 4, at 8 p.m. This

sponsoring a dance Friday eveninds the annual election of officers. All ing in a group of works by artists of

Oswego County.

. th .
A0t e Amerprn nemters v oedto b prsent 0 DL 1, e
Williamstown Central School. o P member of the Oswego Art Guild.
Dancing from 8 ‘til 12 midnite. men’s Chicken Barbeque, Saturday The artist is now giving private

' -Di April 4 from 5 ‘til all are served. The
Music by the Mello-Diers. lessons to a number of students from

Donations 50 cents. Please public is invited.
buy a ticket. Help the Boy Scouts.
The Parish Lions club is spon-

Lacona and Parish, New York.
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Protestants Enjoy desire to par(';icipate indopf?n dliscussiodfrdOfDEaSte:\;Il St%(/,hliar!sh, initli-
meetings and to attend official town ated Donna Mae Vvnite in a color-
Lenten Speal_<er meetings on matters of general interedul ceremony, Friday, March 20,
Sunday Evening Future discussion meetings will bel964. Worthy Thomas Waterman
Rev. Kenneth Roodarmel of Syracuse,pplicized far enough in advance to  presided during the initiating
guest speaker in the Parish Presbyteriafiow any interested persons to make ceremony, after which Loyal F.
Church, Parish, New York, was guest pjans to attend. Any Parish citizens McNeal gave a history of the new
speaker at the Sunday evening Lenteninterested in learning more about the member’s family, her parents and
Service at the American Legion roomscommittee may contact any of the  grandparents, the Rima’s and the
A covered dish supper was enjoyed byspove officers. White’s and their activities in the
about 40 at 7 p.m. from both Parish chapter and lodge through the
Presbyterian and Methodist Churches. Parish Town Board to years. Mr. McNeal also gave a

Hold Public Hearing éh(értshlstory of the origin of the

Parish Citizens Parish—A special Town Board
i . - ; . R. W. Loyal McNeal and R.
Committee lEleCte.d ~meeting was held Friday evening, Y

The newly organized Parish Citi- \arch 20, in the town’s meeting room
zens Committee has elected the followgyer the Eire Hall.
ing officers: John Piseski, Jr., Chair- The Parish Town Board reached
man; Harry J. Harvey,*1Vice Chair-  decision upon a Public Hearing to be
man; Bessie N. Harter/@Vice Chair-  held at the Board Rooms at 8:00 p.m.
man; Helen Czysz, Treasurer; Gloria  ppyil 7 at which time they will take

W. Edith McNeal presented a cor-
sage to the W. Matron, Gloria
White and candidate, Miss Donna
Rvhite.

R. W. Mossman Leishman
made his official visit to witness
the initiation.

Young, Secretary. proofs pertaining to and examine obli- -

The decision to organize such a  gations incurred by the town superin- men?sft\(levretrgesr:r(\elztcllng, (Nefrizgnette
committee was a natural result of tendent of highways of the town of Pai3 . 4en and W Rachgl Perlet
widespread concern with a current locgh, from 1956 through 1963; amounts ' '
problem. . which exceeded the appropriations pro- :

On March &' about forty interested yjiged for in the highway and machinery One Day S_emmar
persons attended a public town meetinginds in the annual budgets adopted for At Parish
at the Grange Hall for an open discus-tnose years. Gubbi Sachidanandan, assis-

sion of this problem. Formal organiza-pt this meeting, the superintendent wiliant professor of psychology at
tion of the Committee was considered 55k guthorization from the board to apState University College at
necessary from a practical standpoint proval, payment, and making provisiof2swego, will conduct a one-day
so that future open discussions could gy funds to pay the indebtedness. ~ seminar entitled “Psychology of
scheduled, groups could be assembled |arge crowd of interested citizens — Adjustment” for 20 specially se-
to study and report facts, and provide gyere on hand to hear the outcome, aslected students of Altmar-Parish-
means of communication among the  the hoard and attorneys worked towardilliamstown Central High
citizens and the town officials. a solution of the most pressing prob- School on April 8.

The committee is non-partisan in |ems facing the town at the moment. The session, which gets un-
nature. Its sole interest is the better- The meeting was orderly but interest derway at 4 p.m. and continues
ment of the community and its primary\yas keen. The meeting adjourned in after the dinner hour break, will

purpose is to encourage awareness Oforderly fashion. be held at the school in Parish.
and interest in, local affairs by all Par- Mr. Sachidanandan will speak at
ish citizens. The only qualification for INITIATION AT both the later afternoon and eve-
membership is a healthy interest in ning sessions to the talented
town problems, and a willingness and PURITAN CHAPTER

le.
Parish—Puritan Chapter #165, Oé_/oung peopie
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The Palladium-Times

Tues., April 21, 1964

Fire Dept.
Ladies Aux.
Hold Session

of the Parish Firemen’s Ladies
March 19" at 8 p.m.
out.

The next meeting, April 16

will be the annual meeting with

ports from Committee chairmen.

The regular monthly meeting
Auxiliary Unit was held Thursday

Routine business was carriec

election of officers and annual re

All members are urged to attend.

A-P-W News

Band and Choir
The Altmar-Parish-Williamstown
members of the band and choir W
will attend the Oswego County
Music Program at Mexico March
20 include: Janis Robinson, Kay
Fuller, Sharon Murphy, and Jami

(Continued on page §
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FIGHT TUBERCULOSIS!

#% Red Cross Christmas Seal
= Campaign

Spring Concert

At APW School
The APW Music Department wi

present its Spring Concert April 29 g
7:30 pm in the Senior High school.

of

The District Orchestra, consistin
students from Pulaski, Mexico, arn

APW under the direction of Frank
Pizzuto will open the program.

APW Junior High and Senior

High Choir directed by Clara Van-
Doran will present “Have Songs Wil
Sing”. Jack Kaple will be the soloist
with the Senior Choir in “The Battle
Hymn of the Republic.”

trio: John Schouten, Harry Ostrander

The concert will feature a trump

and Barry Weldon. APW Senior Ba
directed by Michael Baravicks con-
cludes the spring program.

At

g
d

The Wonders of Modern Medicine!

by Gretchen Saver

One spring when my brother Dg
was six and | was eight ,our father,
Wells Harter, "came down", as they

used to say, with Scarlet Fever.
Dr. Hollis who lived next door,
brought a sign reading
“QUARANTINE”

and nailed it to our porch. That me3
we could not go anywhere and no g

could come into our home for six
weeks.
couldn't go to school.

Uncle Glen Harter, who had a

store, brought our groceries and mali

ANt
ne

Don and | were elated as v

n
was our only visitor

and left it on the porch. The Doctof

The most exciting thing hap-
pened when Dad was well enough
get up and around. The people fror
the Board of Health came and carrig
the mattress, bedding, towels, cur-
tains, and clothing from his room tg
the back yard and burned them! Thg
furniture in the bedroom was washe
with disinfectant and then the room
closed up while formaldehyde can-
dles were burned. It was better thaf
any T.V. show. Dr. Hollis said the

sign could come down and we
were FREE!

Years later, a pupil of mine
pvas absent a couple of days ang
hneighbor told me the child had
2@ carlet Fever.
called Dr. Merrill. He told me
Scarlet Fever was now called
pStrep throat and the child was o
cantibiotics and would be back to
school in a couple of days. The
wonders of modern medicine!

| was alarmed and

a



Memories of Days Gone By—Montgomery Street

Grace Backus Jones
shares memories of Montgom-
ery Street.

| went to live with my grand-
parents, Grace and Ellis
Backus in April of 1950. The
house we lived in was previ-
ously owned by Grandma'’s
mother and father; Jennie
Munn Cowen and John Banks
Cowen.

John was born in 1867 in
England and Jennie was born
in 1857 in Edinburgh Scot-
land. My Aunt Verna told me
they owned two houses in the
area,; one being near the Car-
ley’s Mills cemetery and the
other on Montgomery Street.

Grandpa Backus was born
in 1886 in Athens, Greece and
migrated to the States circa
1905-06. Grandma was born in
Oxford, NY in 1896. Some how
they met, married and had
boys, my father Victor and my
Uncle Art Backus. They moved
from Rome, NY to Parish when
Uncle Art was in Jr. High
School in the early 30’s. They
lived in a stone house some-
where near Mill Road. My fa-
ther was valedictorian of his
class in 1934. He studied vio-
lin under Earl Church.

Grandma and Grandpa
moved in with Jennie and
John Cowen (her parents) in
1934. Jennie passed away in
1935. John Cowen lived until
1947. That is when the house
was deeded to Grandma
Backus. In those days, my
Grandmother was a practical
nurse and took care of people
in the area, staying for weeks
and months at a time in their
homes. She also worked for
a time for Dr. Merrill
(according to Jean Wood)

Ellis Arthur Backus d. 1971
Grace Jean Backus d. 1977

Grandpa and Grandma
raised AKC registered beagles
for years. Rocky Graciano, fa-
mous prize fighter bought sev-
eral dogs from them. Grandpa
worked at the Carrier Corpora-
tion until he was 68 or so.
Grandpa was well known in
town for his G-G-Bus (hand
tractor with cart attached) he
drove around town. He loved
to take lilies and roses to his
girls at the Parish Oil Company.

One side note; my Aunt
Verna met my Uncle Art while
having dinner at Daisy and
Murt Larrabee’s, who lived next
to the Backus’s, and later mar-
ried. Bill Larrabee and Uncle
Art were best buddies. Uncle
Art served in World War Il.

| enjoyed, from age 10 until
| was out on my own, living in
my Grandparent’s home. | was
good friends with the Hall sis-
ters and the LaForce kids. Also,
Victor Pettit and | explored all
the wooded area behind our
house. Those were fun times.



Mexico Independent
Thursday, September 16, 1948

Noted Author of Many Best Sellers
Visits Parish Library
On September 4, Harvey Allen, au-

thor of Anthony Adversd-orest and the
Ford, Bedford Villageand many other
noted books, visited the Parish
Public library. His identity was
made known when he kindly of-
fered to autograph the four Har-
vey Allen books in our library.

We're on the Web

http://pths.parishcommunityrec.com

THE NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
Please, submit information for your

newsletter!
Deadlines-
Jan. 23 for February issue
Apr. 23 for May issue
Aug 23 for September issue

Nov.. 23 for December issue
Always looking for submissions.

The author is interested in
locating information about the
Parish Mansion built by David
Parish, who purchased township
23 of Scriba’s patent, called
Starsburg, and later disposed of
it in parcels. This town, called Parish-
ville, for some time, was named in honor
of David Parish, one of the characters in
the bookAnthony AdverseParishville, a
small village in the vicinity of Potsdam
was named in the same way.
Apparently the Parish Mansion is
located in Ogdensburg and is now a mu-
seum, open to the public all days of the
week. It contains the original furnishings
as well as collections of articles of his-
toric value.

Bright Spot in Parish Continues On

The Board of Trustees began seriously think-idea of the library renovation making it more usefiud
ing about remodeling the Parish Public Library in there by expanding the upstairs of the librarye Tlustees
early 2006. Mr. Robert Fuller had passed away, contacted a local contractor, Jim Mariotte and ethéineir
his family generously asked friends and family to thoughts and he then presented some ideas of Imis ow

donate to the Parish Public Library in his mem- In December 2006, all of the paperwork was comglete

ory. The Parish Public Library received about  to apply for the grant. In March of 2007, theyawed part

$8,000 in donations in the next few months. of the monies, $23,085 and in June of 2007 conshrube-
During this time the library received a notifi- gan. The renovations included:

cation of the “Federal and State Construc- New unisex handicap accessible bathroom; mechahical

tion Grant” that was available for public librar-  storage space; gathering / reading room for chtdre

ies. This particular construction grant required chair lift for handicap accessibility; up gradeaties

matching funds. drop ceiling; installation of carpeting and cerarfdor in
Throughout the year the group pondered the (Continued on page 7)



Parish Public Library

taken from “Echoes of Parish Past

On May 30, 1922, Memorial
Day, Nathan Petrie broke ground 1

his private library consisting of 600
porolumes. The following years Mr.

1946-1960, Marion House Beley, 1960-
1989, Darlene Bailey, 1989-1993, and

the erection of the Parish Public L
brary. He used a spade presente

the American Legion. The library
was one of the finest gifts he gave
the people of Parish.

Petrie presented the library with an
Ealison victrola, a leather couch, a

mals.
to The library was dedicated on M4
30, 1924. A charter was granted b

The Library was complete by theNew York State on April 24, 1926.

fall of 1922.

On December 20, 1922 Mr.
Petrie also presented James Gray
with $1000 to be used in purchasi

new books; in addition he donated

Through the years many capabl
librarians have served the patrons
the Library: Katherine Comstock
lorgan, 1924 — 1940, Nettie Chris
Hall, 1940-1945; Mary Jennings,

M. Bridget Swartz, 1993- present.
Although the library has continued to

d
him by the Russell Horning Post of a collection of stuffed birds and anrilbe housed in the same building, the

Board has extended services to patrons,
lynade repairs and increased the budget.
y  In June 1983 the Library became 4
member of the North Country Library
pSystem. This consortium of libraries

phids the individual libraries with interlit
brary loan, arts and printing services,
acquisitions and information technolo
services.

?? THE YEAR 1907?77

On December 31, 1997 Parish also
became an Electronic Doorway Library.

The year is 1907.
One hundred years ago.
What a difference a century makes!
Here are some statistics for the Year 1907 :
The average life expectancy was 47 years.
Only 14 percent of the homes had a bathtub.
Only 8 percent of the homes had a telephone.
There were only 8,000 cars
and only 144 miles of paved roads.
The maximum speed limit in most cities was 10 mph.
The tallest structure in the world was the Eiffelver
The average wage in 1907 —22 cents per hour.
The average worker made between $200 + $400 per
A competent accountant could expect to earn
$2000 per year, a dentist $2,500 per year,
a veterinarian between $1,500 and $4,000 per yeat
and a mechanical engineer about $5,000 per year

Marciano, Rocky (méarsi'n ),
1924-69, American boxer, b.
Brockton, Mass. His real name wg
Rocco Francis Marchegiano. Fail-
ing to become a professional basg
ball player, Marciano turned to bo
ing and won 27 of 30 amateur bol
before he turned professional in
1947. On his climb to the heavy-
weight title, Marciano became the second boxer &ver
knock out (1951) Joe Louis. On Sept. 23, 1952, Macc
avon the title by knocking out Jersey Joe Walcoitdn
rounds at Philadelphia. The only heavyweight champi
with a perfect professional record, Marciano waslen
feated in 49 fights and successfully defendedtlessix
times before retiring in Apr., 1956. Noted for p@wverful
punching ability, he won 43 of his pro bouts bydkouts,

Ve

He died in a plane crash..

Bright Spot in Parish Continues On

(Continued from page 6) continues to be a bright spot in town, where if$ap-

bathroom and hall way; install emergency exit door; pening.

install new safety glass door; paint entire arehian Thanks to the energy of the trustees and theiowjsi

stall dehumidifier into furnace the people of Parish, the Fuller family and thedhaork
Construction project was completed at the end obf Jim Mariotte and his crew.

August 2007. The results, a beautiful, well Inda The Parish Public Library trustees are Mary Hough-

very useful library that can be enjoyed by therenti  ton, Evelyn Newton, Eleanor Kinney, Mary Lynch, gn

community. The lower level is now a state of thie a Bookheimer Librarian Bridget Swartz, assistant aran

facility for youth, and the upper level has muchreno Verna Henderson, and Marion Popp, former member who

space with areas to expand. The Parish Publiatybr was there at the beginning and has since retired.
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(Continued from page 4) Senior Play Upon arrival, they were taken to a
Gray (sopranos); Helen Ellison, The seniors of Altmar-Parish- small classroom where they were
Mary Riley, Julie Gray, and Williamstown presented their play instructed on the use of a com-

Nancy Waterman (altos); Paul  “Ozamandius” Rides Again:, to  puter. It was interesting to hear
Wilk, John Dobiac, and Ernest  the Junior and Senior High on Fri- just how fast and accurate com-
Perham (tenors); Thomas Sweat- day, March 15, under the direction puters are, and what an aid they

land, Jack Kaple, Stanley Pretory,of Mrs. Haynes. are to industry.

Samuel Boyer, and Hadwin Fuller Leading members of the cast wereFollowing the lecture, they were

(basses) Jamie Gray (the lead), Barbara  taken into another room to observe
Girls Play Day Russell, Louise Krupke, Bernard an electronic brain in action. It

The Junior girls won their game Krupa, Henry Phillips, Charles could add, subtract, multiply, di-
with Hannibal while the Senior  Sperling, Robert Sheeley, William vide, and figure square root. Our

girls lost. Dunn, John Harvey, Ellis Thayer, instructor, Mr. Van Dyke, played a
Junior Classes Barbara Fees, and Shirley Cramergame of Twenty-one with the ma-
The Altmar-Parish-Williamstown Science Club chine and lost.

Juniors presented “Rebel Rum- Monday, March 18, the Altmar-  Although much of it is difficult to
ble” with the Tumblemen March Parish-Williamstown Science Club understand, the group in general,
22. Refreshments were served. Itvent on a field trip to International realized how important computers
was a great success. Business Machines in Syracuse. are in industry today.

a2rish Town Historical Society
P.O. Box 145
Parish, New York 13131 e

Parish Tow Historeal Sociely
Hosts
An Autumn Walk
at

Pleasant Lawn

Cemetery
South Railroad Street (69A)

Sat, October 13
cereanzs™ 3 Pul

Call for info: 625-7262



