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“Boonville is an area rich in history 
with many village homes and busi-
nesses dating back to the eighteen 
and early nineteen hundreds. Gerritt 
Boon, a Dutch land agent working 
for the famous Holland Land Com-
pany, founded the village in the 

 This fall the Parish 
Town Historical Society  
(PTHS) plans to publish a 
book about the one room 
school houses that once ex-
isted in the town of Parish: 
Bidwell, Fritts, Parish, Chur-
chill, Searles, Laing, 
Jennings, Old Dutch Hill, New 
Dutch Hill, Devendorf, Miller, 
Getman and for a time Nut-
ting. If you attended one of 
these schools, a family mem-
ber, or friend, attended one of 
these schools or taught at the 
schools, we need your memo-
ries! Please write down your 

memories or the stories you 
have heard about the Parish 
country schools. It can be a 
few lines or a few pages. We 
would also like the use of your 
photos from the schools. All 
photos will be returned if re-
quested. All written memories 
can be sent to Bridget Swartz, 
Box 195, Parish, NY 13131 or 
email 
pths13131@yahoo.com. You 
can also call Bridget at (315) 
625-7833. The PTHS will also 
be present at both the 
Oswego County Fair and the 

(Continued on page 2) 

May 12th– 7 PM 
Regular business meeting 

Mills & Petrie Memorial Gymnasium  
Election of Officers 

Upcoming 
Parish Town 

Historical Society 

May 18th 
Dutch treat lunch at  

Historic Humbert Hotel  
Boonville, NY 

July 2nd – 7th 
Oswego County Fair 

Sandy Creek, NY 

June 19th 
Parish Arts and Crafts Festival 

10 – 4 AM 
Volunteers needed! 

spring of 1796. The first school was 
opened in 1802 and the first church 
opened in 1805. The Town of 
Boonville was created in 1805 and 
by 1855, the Village of Boonville 
was incorporated. The Hulbert 

(Continued on page 2) 

August 18— 6:30 PM 
Ernie McDonald, renowned fiddler 

Merrill  Town Park 

August  
Trip to Auburn:   

Tubman Home and Seward Home 
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Parish Arts & Crafts Festi-
val. A notebook will be 
available at both events for 
you to record your memo-
ries. Don't miss out on the 
chance to share your 
memories or the stories 
your friends and family told 
you. The deadline for this 

(Continued from page 1) 

House was built in 1812, and was the first 
two-story building to be erected. It still 
stands on the Village Square and is operat-
ing as a restaurant and hotel.” 

The Parish Town Historical Society 
is planning a trip north on May 16th to 
have  a Dutch treat lunch at the historic 
Hulbert Hotel in Boonville, NY.  Members 
and friends will carpool from the Parish 
Public Library. Call Kelly Reader this week 
to make your reservation.  

The group will meet at the Parish 
Public Library at 11:15 AM and leaving 
promptly at 11:30 AM. 

(Continued from page 1) 

   The Parish Town Historical Society will have a display of  
“signs of Parish”  at the 147th Oswego County Fair on July 2 – 
7.  The Heritage Building will be located with the Domestic 
Arts in their building this year.  Which means more space for 

all displays. 
   On July 1st will be the annual parade.  On July 2nd, the Par-
ish, Albion, Amboy and Williamstown historical societies will 
be highlighted.     
   If you have an ol’ sign from Parish’s past that  we could bor-
row and put on display, call Bridget Swartz, historian. 

Local fiddler, Ernie McDonald 
will perform at the William 
Merrill Town Park’s gazebo  on 
August 11th. At 6:30 PM.  Bring 
your own lawn chair.  Hotdogs, 
hamburgers etc. will be available 
for purchase by the Parish Rec-
reation Committee.   

2004-  Gloria Rima White and Velma Lewis Caswell, Os Co Fair 

ROWLIE – BEQUILLARD 
  1938– Miss Alberta Bequillard, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Albert L. Bequillard and Carlton 
V. Rowlie, son of Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Rowlie 
of Fulton were married Saturday morning, Oc-
tober 15 at 10 o’clock at the rectory, Silver 
Springs, NY by Rev. Father Kemp. 
  The bride was attired in a grey wool dress 
with wine colored accessories and wore a cor-
sage of orchids.  The attendants were Miss 
Norma Kniffin and M. Harold Bush of Silver 
Springs.  The bridesmaid wore grey with black 
accessories and a corsage of red rose buds. 
  A wedding luncheon was served at the Wat-
kins Hotel, Warsaw, to the bridal party and 
guest who were Mr. Chas Bequillard, grandfa-
ther of the bride and Mr. And Mrs. Beryl H. 
Harter of Parish. 
  After a motor trip south, the bride and groom 
will make their home at Parish where the bride-
groom is employed in the office of the Parish 
Oil Company. 



Bob and Joan Lewis Stoddard cele-
brated their 50th anniversary with their chil-
dren on April 17th. This was an early celebra-
tion when all their children could be present. 
Those joining in the commemoration:  their 
daughter, Malia Stoddard Goodwin, husband 
Rob and two daughters, Echoe and Holly; 
their son, Tim Stoddard from Atlanta, Georgia; 
daughter, Linda Stoddard Meredith,   husband 
Doug Meredith and two daughters, Chelsea, 
and Kaylee; Joan’s brother, Richard Lewis of 
Philadelphia, PA; Joan’s cousin Ethel Sped-
ding Hoadley and her husband John; Joan’s 
cousin Blanche Lewis Reese of Largo, Fl. and 
cousin Sylvia De Garmo Allen and husband 
John, from La Crescent, Minnesota.  Sylvia 
and Joan’s brother, Richard participated in the 
wedding. Sylvia's Aunt Clara Ellison made our 
wedding cake from scratch.  Also attending 
were neighbors of the Stoddard’s when they 
were living in Parish, Al and Pansy Hill. The 
party was held at the clubhouse in Hudson, 
FL, their children had it   catered and had mu-
sic. Their four granddaughters did a special 
dance as a gift for us. It was a wonderful day 
for all of us.  

Bob and Joan Stoddard were married 
at the Methodist church. They were married 
on Joan’s mom and dad's 25th wedding anni-
versary and her parents were married on his 
mom and dad's 50th anniversary. Clark and 
Lydia Lewis’ 25th and Andrew and Mary  Pick-
ens Lewis’ 50th.  

 

Lewis, Alonzo p. 463 of the 1865 Parish Census.  
     315 Alonzo Lewis 28 Male Oswego 2 children once married and 
now married looks like he was a lawyer – native owner of land  
Sophronia 23 or 25 female wife Oswego  
2 children once married and now married  
Andrew 5 male child Oswego single  
Minnie 2 female child Oswego single 
 

 1..ALONZO1 LEWIS was born 1835 in NY, and died Aft. 18 July 1860. 
He married SOPHRONIA CRIM, daughter of PHILIP CRIM and NANCY 
HONNES. She was born August 1840 in Oswego Co., NY, and died Aft. 
06 June 1900. Children of ALONZO LEWIS and SOPHRONIA CRIM are:  
2. i. ANDREW LAWRENCE2 LEWIS, b. January 1860, Oswego Co., NY; 
d. Aft. 05 April 1930.  
ii. MINNIE LEWIS, b. 1863, Oswego Co., NY; d. Aft. 1880. Generation 
No. 2  
2. ANDREW LAWRENCE2 LEWIS (ALONZO1) was born January 1860 
in Oswego Co., NY, and died Aft. 05 April 1930. He married MARY 
CATHERINE PICKENS 11 May 1879 in Parish, Oswego Co., NY, daugh-
ter of ALBERT PICKENS and SOPHRONIA DAVEY. She was born 12 
January 1863 in   Parish, Oswego Co., NY, and died 18 June 1936 in Par-
ish, Oswego Co, NY.  
Children of ANDREW LEWIS and MARY PICKENS are: i. ALBERT3 
LEWIS, b. 10 May 1880.  
ii. ANNA LEWIS, b. 18 July 1885; d. April 1974.  
iii. BLANCHE LEWIS, b. 20 April 1888; d. December 1985, Parish, 
Oswego Co., NY; m. MR. DEGARMO.  
iv. ANDREW LEWIS, b. 11 Nov. 1894; d. 15 July 1993.  
v. DORIS LEWIS, b. 30 November 1896.  
vi. JOHN P. LEWIS, b. 30 November 1898; d. 18 Nov1959.  
vii. CLARK HENRY LEWIS, b. 1902, New York; d. December 1978; m. 
LYDIA, 1929; b. 1905, New York; d. Aft. 05 April 1930.  

THE NEWSLETTER DEADLINE  
  Please, submit information for your 

newsletter! 
Deadlines-  
     Jan. 23  for February issue 
     Apr. 23 for May issue 
     Aug 23 for September issue 
     Nov.. 23 for December issue 

  Always looking for suggestions.   
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Miss Crosby Married– 1943 
Central Square– Miss Beatrice Crosby of Central Square was mar-
ried to Andy M Lewis of Parish on Nov. 11 by Rev. Richard Thomas 
of New Milford, PA. Mrs. Lewis is a teacher in the Ostrum school, 
West Monroe.  Lewis is a farmer in Parish.  After a wedding trip to 
New York city, the couple will reside in Parish.  
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Robert  Harter, center, presents a check for $3000, from the 
APW Booster Club, to Bridget Swartz, president of the Board 
of Education.  Doug Clarke, president of the Booster Club 
looks on.   

Wednesday, September 17, 1980 

APW Booster Club Raises 

B- Ada Lindsler, LaRock,  Evalyn Houghton LaForce,  
Miss Stevens, Rita Allen Ashby, Agnes Walshvelo Mallory    
F– Suzan Perlet Dalge, Rhea Kellogg Windsor, Kathleen 
Miller Gloth 

many of the vacated 
places the men had 
left and afterward had 
to get put back in their 
place. Interesting the-
ory. It took a long time 
before girls started 
competing again at 
least in rural areas.”  
       This graduating 
class of 1934 was the 
first and maybe the only 
class to use the rainbow 
for a graduation theme.  
All of the ladies wore 
dresses of many differ-
ent colors. It must have 
been a beautiful sight. 
 

     The year of the champion 
– Women’s Basket ball.  
What a team they had in 
1934!  They won the cham-
pionship for Oswego and 
Oneida Counties.  Awe-
some!   
When Frazer LaForce was 
asked what he remem-
bered, “Mom, although no 
die hard women's libber, 
was always fairly proud 
that the girls competed in 
their own right and weren't 
cheer leaders for the boys. 
We talked about how girl's 
roles sort of changed after 
WWII maybe as a result of 
the soldiers who came 
home as heroes, and 
women went back to the 
supportive roles. During 
the war they took over in 

F-Rita Allen, Evelyn Houghton, Kathleen Nellis, Gertrude Beley, 
Dorothy Farmer, Vanita Ritchie, Rhea Kellogg, Marion House, Rose 
Smith, Ruth Alger, Bernice Manning, Agnes Walsvello 
B– Victor Backus, DeVerne Madison, Dale Mariotte, Frank Karboski, 
Ralph Miller, Owen LaForce, Ray Jacobson, Earl DeLong 



� 	 
 � � 
 � 
 � � � � � � � � � � �� � � � � � �

Excerpts From ‘A Conversation with Dad’  
Christmas 1998 

 

Dad was born 
in Sherrill, NY on 
October 28, 
1919.  He was 
the last of 14 chil-
dren born to 
Theresa and 
Charles Reese.   

His first 
memories were 
from living in 
Oneida, NY 
where he started 
school.  His fam-
ily later moved to 
Durhamville 
where they lived 
on a farm.  They 
raised cucumbers 
and green beans 
for the local canning factory.   

Dad’s father, like his grandfather before 
him, was a Barge Captain on the NYS 
Barge Canal.  They traveled the canal from 
Buffalo to New York City.  During his 6th 
grade year, they lived on the canal year 
round and he and his brother Lee were 
taught their schoolwork by their mother.  

I asked my Dad what he remembered 
about the Great Depression.  His response 
was that they were poor all the time so the 
Great Depression didn’t have much of an 
impact on their every day lives.   

Dad attended Verona High School and 
played football, baseball and ran track. He 
was the county record holder in the 100 
yard dash and placed second in the broad 
jump at the Sectional meet.  He was also 
captain of the 6 man football team for three 
years.  Dad missed being valedictorian of 
his class by two tenths of a percent.  He 
received the Balfour Award for excellence in 
Science and Math. 

During the summers, Dad worked at the 
canning factory – walking the 5 miles to and 
from work each day. 

After graduation from high school, Dad 
worked one year at the Oneida Silver Fac-
tory so he could earn enough money to at-
tend college. 

In the Fall of 1940, he attended Ithaca 

College.  His high school coach drove 
him to Ithaca and helped Dad get en-
rolled.  His coach told the college that 

Dad didn’t have any money and needed a 
place to live.   

During his freshman year, he worked 
at the Monarch Restaurant where he got 
his meals and lived in a single room in a 
house in the village.   

During his sophomore year, Dad 
worked at a diner which was a much bet-
ter job than the year before because he 
got to keep his tips.  He worked the grill 
during the day and waited tables at night.  
The fall semester of that year, Dad hitch-
hiked home sometime around his birth-
day.  When he walked down the street to 
his house he saw a crepe wreath on the 
door.  That is how he found out about the 
death of his father.   

In December of 1941, Pearl Harbor 
was attacked.  He was home on his     
semester break.  Dad enlisted in the   
Marines so he could finish college.  From 
this point on, he went to college year 
round.   

There was one problem:  he ran out of 
money and was afraid he couldn’t finish 
school.  He went back to Ithaca to tell the 
Dean of the College about his situation.  
Dean Hill said they could work something 
out. Dad kept his job at the diner and 
Dean Hill got him a room at one of the 
fraternities – Phi Epsilon Kappa.  In return 

for the room, he kept the fires going 
in the house.  This was the fraternity 
he later pledged.  Dad didn’t have to 

pay any tuition – the agreement 
was that he would pay back all 
he owed after he was out of 
school and working.  He never 
paid anything until he was in the 
Navy – Dad got $15/mo from the 
Navy and each month he would 
send $5 of it to Ithaca College.   
Dad finished college in August of 
1943 with a Bachelor of Science 
degree.  
On August 23, 1943, Dad re-
ported for basic training with the 
Marines on Paris Island.  He 
wasn’t fond of the Marines and 
eventually transferred to the 
Navy where he was assigned to 
the USS Vicksburg.  The Vicks-
burg was a newly commissioned 
light cruiser.  Dad was a Petty 

Officer First Class and steered the 
ship under the guidance of the Navy 
Lieutenant.  They used a compass 
and Dad steered the ship using a big 
steering wheel.  Dad spent the next 
three years on the Vicksburg.  They 
were part of the invasions of Iwo 
Jima and Okinowa as well as the 
largest attack on Tokyo of the war.   

When the announcement came 
over the ship loudspeaker that the 
Japanese had surrendered, Dad was 
in the bunkroom.  There was yelling, 
hugging and screaming.  Along with 
the announcement came news that 
the USS Vicksburg was headed for 
Tokyo Bay and the signing of the 
peace treaty.  The Vicksburg was 
anchored along side the USS Mis-
souri.  Dad was finally discharged in 
February of 1946.   

In 1946, there were only two 
teaching positions open in the entire 
state of NY for physical education – 
Manlius High School outside of Syra-
cuse and Parish High School about 
40 miles north of Syracuse.  The 
Manlius job was his first choice be-
cause it was nearer to where he 
grew up but that position went to a 

(Continued on page 6) 



The annual APW Alumni dinner banquet will be held on Sat-
urday, June 5 at the APW High School. 

Over the years many changes have taken place at "our" 
school. There will be a tour of the present day APW High 
School beginning at 5:30 PM. The social hour will begin at 6 
PM in the gymnasium with light refreshments. The cafeteria 
staff will be preparing ham and turkey  to be served at 7 PM.  

All years are welcome to attend! The Golden year is the class 
of "1954", and silver is the class of "1979". The anniversary 
celebration will include a continuous slide show.   All graduates, 
2004 graduates, past and present teachers are urged to attend.  

Come and listen to 1974 graduate Steve Patterson, and hear 
his many successes in life.  Steve enlisted in the Navy after at-
tending Altmar-Parish-Williamstown Central High School.  He 
progressed through the ranks obtaining the highest enlisted rank 
of Master Chief Petty Officer while stationed aboard various 
ships and submarines. While stationed aboard the Fleet Ballistic 
Missile Submarine “USS Mariano G. Vallejo (SSBN 658)” in 
Kings Bay, GA, he was honored as “Sailor of the Year.”   

Steve was one of 22 personnel selected from over 2,000 can-
didates for the highly competitive Enlisted to Officer program in 
1987 and was commissioned as a Supply Officer.   

He graduated Magna Cum Laude with a BA degree specializ-
ing in accounting from St. Leo University in 1993.  

 Steve was chosen as one of 40 Hampton Roads 
Business Leaders out of 400 applicants for the Leader-
ship Hampton Roads class of 2000. 

He completed requirements for a Masters in Public 
Administration from Troy State University in December 
2003 and was scheduled to attend the commencement 
ceremony this June 5th in Norfolk, VA; however, he has 
chosen to be in attendance with the APW alumni in-
stead. 

In 1997 he was employed with Mercy Medical Airlift 
as a Program Director and currently serves as Executive 
Vice President.  The Board of Directors has chosen him 
to become the next Chief Executive Officer in 2007.  He 
is concurrently serving as Executive Director of Angel 
Flight Mid-Atlantic and Executive Director of Air Com-
passion America.  

Steve is a founding member of Angel Flight America 
and currently serves on its Board of Directors.  The An-
gel Flight America network provided charitable air 
transportation to and from distant treatment facilities for 
29,209 individuals in 2003.  Steve also serves on the 
Board of Directors of several state Angel Flight organi-
zations.  To think this inspiring career began at APW. 

A great time to share memories and to catch up. The 
whole evening will cost only $12 per person. 
To make your reservations contact Sharon DeNio House 

father, husband and a true friend.  Dad 
loved his wife, his children and his 
grandchildren and was exceedingly 
proud of us all. 

Dad loved watching sports of all 
types.  He was passionate about his 

golf.  He 
enjoyed 
fishing - 
even if it 
didn’t in-
volve any 
catching.  
Dad loved 
the warmth 
of the sun 

and the sight of a sparkling sunrise or a 
beautiful sunset.  He loved Florida and 
his home here at Lake Seminole. 

local applicant.  Dad ended up at Parish 
High School where he would be a 
teacher, Director of Athletics and a 
Coach for the next 34 years.  His first 
teaching contract paid him $2,000 in an-

nual salary. 
Our Dad was strict but caring.  He 

was serious yet  funny.  He was a great 

(Continued from page 5) 
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A tribute to Gordon “Coach” Reese. 
A funeral mass will be held at St. Ann's Catholic Church in 

Parish on Saturday, June 5 at 10:00 AM.  There shall be a 
graveside service to follow at the Pleasant Lawn Cemetery in 
Parish. Immediately following the graveside service, a light 
luncheon will be held at the Parish Fire Station in memory of 
“Coach” for family and friends. 

Dad also enjoyed a beer or two, 
listening to music and being in the 
company of friends.  He rarely found 
a party that he didn’t like and was 
quite often there until after the last 
call was made and the lights had 
been dimmed. 

Our father died just as he lived – 
with honesty, with  character, with 
courage, dignity and with honor.  In 
his dying, he may have taught us his 
greatest lessons of all. 

Dad, although the last call has 
been made and the light has been 
dimmed one final time, the memory 
of you will always shine bright in the 
minds of all who knew you.  Thank 
you for everything, Dad.  Your work 
is now done. 



Town and Village of Parish 
Year 1930 

Births Town of Parish 
 

A daughter (D), Joyce Marie to Newton Tilton 
and Catherine Oyer, Jan. 17, 1930 

A son (S), Anthony George to Lucy Cornell, 
Jan. 29, 0930 

A D, Clara Jane to Jeremiah Coughlin and 
Anna Leaman, Feb. 21, 1930 

A S, Robert Franklin to Fred Shetler and Lilly 
Tanner, March 14, 1930 

A D, Maude Rowena to Robert Smith and Flor-
ence Johnson April 24, 1930 

A D, Mary to Joseph Killian and Anna Busek, 
May 7, 1930 

A D, Dorothy Elizabeth to James Carpenter 
and Susan LaPoint, May 9, 1930 

A S, George William to Ralph Parks and Myrtle 
Huggins, June 6, 1930 

A D to Gerald Henderson and Theda Alice 
Huested, June 16, 1930 

A S, Franklin James to Guy Chorley and Clara 
Willis, Aug. 14, 1930 

A S, John to Max Evans and Mary Skimiski, 
Sept. 3, 1930 

A D, Marjorie Jean to Loyal Dimon and Eliza-
beth Wilson, Sept. 13, 1930 

A D, Eleanor June to Guy Phillips and Neva 
Rupracht, Oct. 4, 1930 

A D, Shirley Vivian to Glenn Alger and Pearl 
Trumble, Oct. 16, 1930 

A D, Elizabeth Rose to Andrew August and 
Helen Reczko, Dec. 17, 1930 

 

Deaths Town of Parish 
 

Feb. 22, 1930 Ella Jane Coup  64 yrs. 
Mar. 25, 1930 Mary Ann Cutler, 89 yrs 
April 9, 1930 Alza V. Trumble, 55 yrs 
May 8, 1930 Mary Killian, 3 hours 
June 2, 1930 Milford M Durkee, 52 yrs 
June 17, baby Henderson, 1 1/2 days 
Aug. 22, 1930 Ernest Samuel Schaad, 18 yrs 
Oct. 15, 1930 Harrison T Parks, 69 yrs 
Nov. 13. 1930  Alice Lovina Anderson, 21 yrs 

Nov. 29, 1930 Charles Lewis Simmons, 60 yrs 
Dec. 31, 1930 David Romain Klock, 82 yrs 
 

Births Village of Parish 
 

A S, Donald Wells to Wells Harter and Mina Larabee, 
March 18, 1930 

A S, Robert James to Robert Cone and Lydia Watson, 
April 14, 1930 

A D, Beverly Ann to Theodore Barber and Katherine 
Roach, Aug. 19, 1930 

A D, Anita Mae to Lawrence Brockway and Jessie 
Bice, Sept. 10, 1930 

A D, Betty Jane to Thomas Spedding and Dora Lewis, 
Nov. 4, 1930 

A S, Robert James to Floyd Simmons and Mildred 
McDonald, Nov. 1, 1930 

A D. Jan Lorraine to Arthur Bliss and Jane Northup, 
Dec. 5, 1930 

 

Deaths in Village of Parish-1930 
 

Jan. 14, Septimus House, 74 yrs 
Feb. 18, Arlene May Petit, 1 1/2 yrs 
Feb. 19, Amanda Allen, 72 yrs 
Mar. 13, Carrie Woolworth, 63 yrs 
Apr. 25, Lydia E Ford, 84 yrs 
May 15, Elizabeth Henness, 79 yrs 
June 2, Albert D Edick, 71 yrs 
July 13, Evalyn I Chateau, 65 yrs 
Aug. 21, Beverly Ann Barber,  2 days 
Sept. 23, Francis M Hall, 82 yrs 
Nov. 29, Franklin Scrader, 87 yrs 
Dec. 3, William B Harter, 67 yrs 
Dec. 18, William C David, 71 yrs 
 

Marriages– 1930 
 

Avery J Seeber and Eleanor L David, Feb. 21 
Mike Swako and Julia Antoski, May 10 
Myrle A LaRock and Thelma Allen, Oct. 11 
Carl A Pickard and Charlotte L Pulver, Oct. 19 
Charles S Cook and Irene O Henderson, Nov. 15 
Emmanuel Garcia and Mary A Lezczynski, Nov. 26 
Alton V Comstock  and Fannie M Trumble, Dec. 31 
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