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 Sandra Scott took mem-
bers and guests of the Parish 
Town Historical Society on a 
visual trip to the countries sur-
rounding the South China Sea 
on Wed. evening, April 13, at 

the Mills and Petrie 
Memorial Gymna-
sium.  Scott’s slide 
show  included her 
stops in Taiwan, 
Hong Kong for     
Chinese New Year, 
Laos, Thailand    
including a visit to 
Phuket  after the 
tsunami, plus      

Malaysia, Singapore and Bali.   

May  11 
Elections of Officers 

Mills and Petrie Memorial Gymnasium 

Upcoming Events 
May 11 At 7 PM 

Regular business meeting 
Mills and Petrie Memorial Gymnasium 

Sunday, July 3 
PTHS at Oswego County Fair 

Scott’s enthusiasm for travel 
and her detailed  accounts were 
just what the ten Junior Girl 
Scouts of Parish Troop 43 had 
been hoping for.  

Scott, the travel columnist for 
the  Syracuse Post Standard,   
returned home to Mexico on April 
1.  In twenty years of travel, she 
and her husband have visited 
over 90 countries and found the 
world a beautiful and friendly 
place.   

She answered travel ques-
tions after the presentation.      
Refreshments were enjoyed by 
the many guests and members. 

Cold, damp weather did not 
deter approximately 25 Parish 
residents from participating in the 
scavenger hunt sponsored by the 
Parish Town Historical Society. 
The hunt was part of the annual 
Winter Fun Fest. 

Teams of 4 or less set out to 
answer 20 questions concerning 
buildings in the village of Parish. 
To answer many of the questions 

they needed a knowledge of Parish 
history, such as how many win-
dows face the street on the former 
fire department or what is the 
street address for one of the former 
homes of Parish physicians.  
The society attempted to assist in 
answering these questions by leav-
ing copies of the walking tour pro-
duced by the Society. No team 

(Continued on page 4) 

Wednesday, July 13 
PTHS concert/dedication of Gazebo 

at Merrill Town Park 

Parish’s melodic Rick Atkinson in concert at the Parish Town Historical Society       
dedicates the gazebo at Merrill Town Park on July 13 at  6 PM   Bring a lawn chair.        
Refreshments will be available for purchase. (rain date-July 20) 
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The annual APW Alumni dinner banquet will be 
held on Saturday, June 4 at the APW High School. 

Over the years many changes have taken place 
at "our" school. There will be a tour of the present 
day APW High School beginning at 5:30 PM. The 
social hour will begin at 6 PM in the gymnasium 
with light refreshments. The cafeteria staff will be 
preparing ham and turkey with all the fixings to be 
served at 7 PM. 

All years are welcome to attend! The Golden 
year is the class of "1955", and silver is the class of 
"1980". The anniversary celebration will include a 
continuous slide show.   All graduates, 2005 gradu-
ates, past and present teachers are urged to attend. 

Come and listen to 1974 graduate Melanie 
Gray, and hear her many successes in life.  Melanie 
furthered her education at SUNY Albany (BA, 
1978) and Syracuse University College of Law (JD, 
1981.)  She began practicing law in 1981 in Chi-
cago, moving to Houston in 1985, when Weil, Got-
shal & Manges LLP opened its Houston office. 
Shortly after joining the firm, Ms. Gray took the role 
of the lead attorney in a major      insurance litigation 
involving over $30 million for Global     Marine 
Inc., which at the time was the largest bankruptcy 
case in American history. 

Melanie became a partner at Weil Gosahl in 
1989  and specializes as a commercial litigator with 
particular expertise in complex litigation in bank-
ruptcy cases. She is the co-chair of her firm’s  Bank-
ruptcy Litigation practice.  Currently, Ms. Gray is 
deeply involved in the firm’s representation of En-
ron in it’s bankruptcy proceedings, the most com-
plex Chapter 11 case ever. 

She has earned the respect of the judiciary, co-
counsel, and opposing counsel.  Melanie has success-
fully argued several    appeals before the Fifth Circuit 
Court of Appeals. Her skill at reasoned argument and 
her   professionalism have earned her a place among 
the most highly respected women in her field in Hous-
ton and a sought after    lecturer on legal topics. As a 
consequence of her professional and public service ac-
tivities, she was recognized as one of ten Houston 
“Woman on the Move” by Texas Executive Women in 
2001. She also has been acknowledged in a number of 
publications. 

A great time to share memories and to catch up. 
The whole evening will cost only $12 per person.  To 
make your reservations contact Sharon DeNio House at 
33 Easy Street, Parish, NY 13131 or email 
Shouse352@aol.com 
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F-  Ruth Caster, Nellie Barnard, Elizabeth Clifford, Ruth Phillips, Velma Wright, Thelma DeGraw, Florence 
Kemp, Janet Green, Tressie Hamilton          B– Marie Sweatland, Margaret LaSalle, Lynn Phillips, Jim Gaynor, 
Marvin Cook, Russell House, Dale Phillips, Joe Wiggins, Edmund Deans, Robert Gryzick, Robert Carlson, 
Patricia Waterman, Alice Crim, Ruth Barthel 

B– Alice Durgee, Elwyn 
(Josh) Halsey, Calvin Town, 
John Dunbar, Lewis Wood, 
Reba Houghton  

F– Kathleen Rowland, Beulah 
Houghton, Prof. Early, 

Marion Klotz, ? 
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took the hint so all questions were 
solved by their own merits. 

No motorized vehicles were 
allowed in the hunt. 

Several teams returned 
breathless but feeling triumphant! 

The winners were Victoria 
Barr, Maggie Allardice and her 
mother Kathy. The president of 
the   Parish Town Historical Soci-
ety, Lillian Harter awarded them 
with a gift certificate to the Grist-
mill Restaurant.  

(Continued from page 1) 
The Parish Rod and gun Club is 
sponsoring a week at the Ithaca 
College Camp, Danby, NY for 
two local boys, William Murphy, 
son of Mrs. Katherine Murphy 
and Robert Gryzick, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Joseph Gryzick. Russell 
House, son of Carl House is also 
attending this camp.  The three 
Parish boys attend the Parish 
Branch of the Altmar Parish   
Central School 

PART OF THE CROWD of 247 residents of Parish who paid tribute to the 25 residents of Parish who are 
80 years or older at a special dinner given by the citizens of that village.  Hadwen C. Fuller, toastmaster, 
was standing at  speakers table when the picture was taken. 

Mrs. Charles Larry entertained a group 
of young people at her home on Main 
Street Monday evening from 4 to 6 in 
honor of the eleventh birthday anniver-
sary of her daughter, Miss Patty Larry.  
Games were enjoyed and prizes were 
awarded.  Miss Larry received lovely 
gifts and cards from her guests.  Mrs. 
Larry served delicious refreshments,  
including a prettily decorated birthday 
cake.  Miss Larry’s guests were the 
Misses Evelyn Wright, Judy Mariotte, 
Judy Waterman, Diane Hollis, Lucy 
Barthel, Mary Alice Zender and Nancy 
Weaver. 
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Oswego, May 1. — Twenty-five octo-
genarians residing in the village of Parish 
were honored at a dinner last night given by 
the citizens of the village.  There 247 adults 
of the village’s 521 population present.  Chil-
dren were not admitted because of the limited 
capacity of the Masonic Hall. 

Mrs. Sarah J. Mosher, 94, was the old-
est of the group at the honor guests’ table.  
All 25 were over 80years of age. 

As the dinner was prepared and set on 
the table the guests began to arrive at 6:30 
P.M.   Some were carried up the steps of the 
building to the hall.  Hand claps were muffed 
because on the concussion that might be 
caused if the residents of the village clapped 
to vigorously. 

Harry L. Stone of Mexico was the 
speaker of the night.  He told informally of the 
days when men prided themselves on their 
yoke of oxen and were at ease when they 
cradled six acres of hay of grain a day with 
their scythe.  “To cover the acreage by scythe 
that they claim they did, these old men were 
either very strong in their day or 

else awful liars.” Mr.  Stone said. 
The dinner was sponsored by the Parish air 

raid wardens, F. E. Holbrook, chairman; E. J. Cottet 
and R. C. Mosher. 

The Rev. Robert E. Wright, pastor of the Par-
ish Methodist Church, asked the invocation; the 
Methodist Church ladies quartette sang a selection 
“Golden Slippers” and the Parish male quartette also 
entertained with songs. 

Hadwen C. Fuller was toastmaster and the 
speakers were Mr. Stone and Loyal F. McNeal, for-
mer Parish resident now residing in Watertown, who 
spoke on “Our Guests.” 

The honored guests were:  Ida Ashby of West 
Amboy; the Rev. W. E. Howes, Arthur Davey, Helen 
M. McCuen, Frank Munger, Frances Munger, Albert 
Petrie, Mary Gore, Mary Halsey, May Rider Allen, 
Emma DeGarmo, Andrew L. Lewis, Christianna A. 
Thomas, Hiram E. Wood, Christiana Baker, Attie 
House, W.C. Richards, Christie Edick, Adelbert Crim, 
B.J. Morgan, Mary A Jennings, Newton Edick, Wil-
liam Cummings, Michael Smith, J. W. Manning and 
Sarah J. Mosher, all of Parish. 

OLDEST PARISH RESI-
DENT  is Mrs. Sarah J. 

Mosher, 94, shown on the 
right, at the dinner in honor of 

octogenarians and over at 
Parish last night, Mrs. Mosher 
and Mrs. Mary Halsey, on left, 
are discussing the program. 
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FACT:  Scientists claim sweet corn 
begins to lose its flavor the second it is 
picked! 

As far as I am concerned the Queen 
of all veggies is sweet corn  so I am 
going to share some sage advise about 
sweet corn that was given to me by a 
friend.  She in turn, got this advise 
from an avid gardener from Williams-
town. 

1. You must plant your sweet 
corn on a hill. 

2. When ripe put a large pot of 
water on the stove. 

3. Go up the hill to the field and 
pick 2 or 3 ears and (This is 
very important)  RUN, don’t 
walk down the hill, ripping the 
husks from the sweet corn as 
you go. 

4. Place sweet corn in boiling  
water and boil 3 minutes—
remove. 

5. Slather sweet corn with butter 
and a sprinkle of salt and with 
the first bite enjoy being in 
heaven 

As you eat sweet corn think of all 
the poor souls who buy their corn 
from the super market. 

Gretchen Harter Sayer 

H C Fuller, cashier of the 
State Bank of Parish, has       
introduced an interesting feature 
in connection with banking, an 
invitation to the farmers 
throughout this section.  

Mr. Fuller mails to every 
farmer of the town of Parish 
postal cards with the request:  
that if they have a cow, calf, 
pig, sheep, hen, turkey,         
potatoes, oats, hay, or anything 
for sale to list it on the self-
addressed card and mail it back 
to the bank.  The farmers are 
taking advantage of the scheme 
and over a hundred postal cards 
are posted in the bank,          
advertising numerous articles,    
vegetables, livestock and farm    
implements for sale. 

The first of each month 
2,000 circulars are mailed to the 
citizens of Parish and vicinity, 
the circular containing the     
articles for sale which have 
been listed by the   farmers. 
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(Continued from page 6) 

When time stood still 
I’d get my feel 
Of glorious days and carefree ways. 
 
That was long ago and far away. 
Now days race by in the twinkling of 
an eye. 
 
The autumn years bring silent fears 
And wistful dreams of youthful 
schemes  
And imaginative themes. 
 
But  when I die– do not cry 
For life really has not passed me by. 

Virginia Simmons Nellis 
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THE NEWSLETTER DEADLINE  
  Please, submit information for your 

newsletter! 
Deadlines-  
     Jan. 23  for February issue 
     Apr. 23 for May issue 
     Aug 23 for September issue 
     Nov.. 23 for December issue 

  Always looking for suggestions.   



Parish Town Historical Society  
2004-05 Officers 

 

President – Lillian Harter 
 

 Vice President –  Kelly Reader 
 

Secretary — Linda McNamara 
 

Treasurer — Gloria White 
 

Trustees 
 

Gretchen Sayer 
Jean Wood 

Ruth Whitelaw 

P2rish Town Historical Society 
P.O. Box 145 
Parish, New York  13131 

Parish was and is the Place! 

http://www.geocities.com/pths13131/ 

 The Parish Town Historical Society will be sharing a collec-
tion of items relating to past and present businesses in Parish at the 
2005 Oswego County Fair in July.  You will find anything from signs, 
mugs, salt and pepper shakers to yardsticks advertising the many 
businesses throughout time in Parish. 

 If you have any to share for the week, contact Parish Town 
Historian Bridget Swartz at 625-7833.  The building is secure and 
will be in safe hands. 
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