
May 9– business meeting–               
7 PM Parish Mills and Petrie       

Memorial Gymnasium 
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To benefit Parish Lions 
Club- 

Sunday, May 20 
Mills & Petrie Gymnasium 

Noon until 4 PM 
 Gerald A. Petro is the 
owner and founder of Iro-
quois Auctions located in 
Brewerton, NY.   
 In 1980, he com-
pleted the prestigious 3 
months styles in art course at 
the Sotheby Parke Bernet 
Education Program located 
in London, England. 
 This year marks our 
30 years in service to the 
public. 

  
Con’t on page 5 
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Upcoming 
Parish Town 

Historical Society 

Saturday, June 16– Parish 
Arts and Crafts Festival 

10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

July 2-7 — Oswego County 
Fair — Heritage Building 

The Parish Town Historical Soci-
ety at the 144th 

Oswego County Fair 

The Heritage Building will have daily 
features instead of a general theme.  
Local historians and residents will high-
light their own regions on the day they 
are featured. 
    Judged Categories: 
~ Room display 
~ Panel display 
~ Family History 
~ Old Photograph/ Historical 
 
Tues., July 3:  Amboy, Albion, Parish, 
Williamstown Day 
 

Wed., July 4:  “Independence, Civil 
Rights/Roots and Research Day 
  Featuring local historians, Historical 
and Genealogical Society Reps.  A spe-
cial “Freedom Trail in Oswego 
County” exhibit  People will be avail-
able to help with your particular re-
search questions and interests, includ-
ing organizing your family research 
material.  
  Military Morning 9-12:  Eileen Yager– 
Women in the Military;  DAR– Naomi 
Dryden, Steve Britton 
 

Thurs., July 5: New Haven, Mexico, 
Paleremo Historian Day also featuring, 
Sharon Pickard– Industrial color Labs; 
Scrap Booking throughout the day, 
Desktop Publishing 
Fri., July 6:  Northeastern Day: Red-

(Continued on page 3) 

In 1911, Samuel Frank Mills and 
Nathan A. Petrie donated to the vil-
lage of Parish a park located in  an 
area bounded by South Railroad 
Street, Church Street and the Meth-
odist Church.  At a ceremony held 
on Tuesday, July 4, 1911 they pre-
sented the village with a monument 
of a Civil War Soldier “in honor of 
the soldiers and sailors who enlisted 
from this Town to serve in the Civil 
War of 1861– 1865”.  The program  

(Continued on page 3) 
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F- Newell Lynch, Daniel Clock, Francis Scranton, Charles Casler, Frank Carley, 
JC LaCroix, Frank Ludington 
B– Elmer Cottet,  ? , Clate Fellows,  Amiel Cottet, James Owen, George Hogan, 
Vader Duell, Ben DeWolf, John Mosher, Major Richards, Burr Morgan, George 
Weaver, Roy Scranton, Charles Ford, William Edick, Horatio Casler 

1.  Keeping a journal 
2.  Why family recollections  
     matter 
3.  Playing detective with  
     photographs 
4.  Discovering clues in family 
     papers. 
5.  Uncovering history in the  

     attic 
6.  Exploring your home’s             
     history 
7.  Climbing the family tree 
8.  Finding your family’s place  
     in American history 
9.  Writing your own story 
10. Fun for the family 

  The Parish Fire Department is 
celebrating one hundred years of 
courageous service in the Parish 
community and the surrounding 
areas. 
  To honor these valiant heroes of 
the past and present, a slide show is 
being produced portraying their lst 
century.  The present company is 
now gathering pictures of Parish’s 
fires and fire fighters. 
   If you or a relative served with the 
department in the early 50’s please 
give the name to Chief John 
Dunham at (315) 625-7411 or mail 
to PO Box 313– Parish, NY 13131 
  On May 19th a buffet dinner and 
ceremony will be held at the Green-
view Country Club. 

11. Sharing your story  
12. Connecting with your  
      community 
13. Finding help 
14. Teaching American history through 
family history 
15.  Joining hometown experts 
 



Half-Shire Meeting; Postal Can-
cellation 12-4; Sandy Creek Post 
Office on site… Charles Sweeting 
Postal  Historian/ Book signing; 
12-2 PM; Bob McNamara “Tug 
Hill” book and signing. 
  * 10 a.m.-4 p.m. each day:  “Tea 
Time with Charlene” 
* Each Day– vote for People 

field, Boylston, Richland, Pulaski, Sandy 
Creek, S. Jefferson county; Osceola 
 

Sat., July 7:  Oswego River Valley Region 
Day Oswego, Oswego Town, Ful-
ton,Scriba, Schroeppel also featuring 
Oswego County Cemetery project Pro-
gram 9-12; Volney Book and signing: 
Charlene Cole and George Wise; 12 PM 

Choice on Exhibits 
 

County Fairgrounds, Sandy Creek NY  
315-387-3834 during fair or 315-
465-7878.  Visit their new web site: 
http://www.tcenet.net/
oswegocountyfair/hert.htm 
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Band, and address by A.W. 
Roadance of Chicago, a ball game at 
3 PM and fireworks in the evening.  
Mr. Mills and Mr. Petrie also do-
nated busts of Washington and Lin-
coln in memory of their fathers 
Loren Mills and Rudolph Petrie. 
   On Memorial Day 1920 the Parish 
War Chest Association organized on 
May 20, 1918 held a ceremony to 
dedicate two bronze tablets they pur-
chased to honor those “who enlisted 
for the cause of humanity in the 
Civil, Spanish, and the Great Word 
wars.”  The tablets contain the 
names of all those from Parish who 
served.  The ceremony included the 
Colsosse Band, Firemen, Veterans, 
and six girls who carried the G.A.R. 

(Continued from page 1) service flag. 
   On July 4, 1949 a plaque honoring 
Word War II Veterans was dedicated in 
the Park.  The plaque was purchased 
with funds raised by a Citizens Com-
mittee.  Members of this group included 
S.S. Hicks, chairman. Thomas C. Sped-
ding, Mayor; Raymond Baker, former 
Mayor; Andy Lewis, Supervisor; Carl 
F. House, Parish Town Clerk; William 
Gehm, Parish War Veterans; Joseph 
Dobiac, Parish Citizens Club; HC 
Fuller, secretary-treasurer of the com-
mittee. 
   At present, the park also contains a 
cannon of Civil War vintage, a flag-
pole– that was donated and erected by 
the Parish Volunteer Fire Department in 
May 1918, and lighting which high-
lights the flag.  The ornate iron fence 
which enclosed the park has been re-

moved due to weather damage.  
The Parish Town Historical Soci-
ety has several sections of the 
original fence that they would like 
to display in the future. 
   Today the park is used for tree 
lighting ceremonies at Christmas 
and serves as an impressive wel-
come to those entering Parish from 
Route 69A.  Many residents, in-
cluding school children stop to 
read family names from  the lists 
of veterans.  People from other 
communities stop to look for the 
names of their ancestors. 
   We in Parish can be proud of our 
Veterans Park and be thankful for 
all those before us who contributed 
to its development. 
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“Saturday, June 2 at the APW High 
School beginning at  6:30 PM.” 

F– Rachel Perlet, Wava Racine, Ethel 
Blount, Lydia Watson, Edna Powers, Lucille 
Courbat, Virginia Richards 
B– Prof. Earley, Erma Racine, Glenn Truax, 
Agnes Stanton, Lawrence Brockway, Doro-
thy Chappman, Walter Mounlton, Mabel 
Golden, Lewis Edick 
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 In the year 2000 Gerald 
was chosen by E-Bay com-
puter auction giant to sale co-
ordinate and appraise their first 
on site live antique estate auc-
tion which was the largest sin-
gle owner estate on site auction 
in the United States in the year 
2000.   

 His duties were to appraise 
some 10,000 rare antiques in Bur-
ton, Michigan.  Gerald is a gener-
alist, which means he has expertise 
in most areas of the antique and art 
business. 
 Gerald will offer his ap-
praisal services absolutely free for 
all non profit bonified organizations. 

 Appraisal charges 
for our antiques are as fol-
lows: 
 

1 item or photo of an item 
will be charged $3.00. 
2 items or photo of tow will 
be $5.00. 
 All monies will 
benefit the Parish Lions 



Parish Town Historical Society 
Newsletter 

Attn.:  Linda McNamara 
P.O. Box 145 
Parish, New York  13131 
 
Phone:  315 625 – 4854 
 
Editor: Mary Lou Miller Guindon 
Phone: 315 625– 4575 
Email:  guindfam@a-znet.com 

Parish was and is the Place! 


