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The Parish Town Historical Society welcomed guest speaker Julian W. 
Adams on Wed., January 24 at the Mills and Petrie Memorial Gymnasium.  
Julian W. Adams is the Community Liaison  Coordinator of the NY State 
Historic Preservation Office.  This was a  wonderful opportunity to learn 
more about the Certified Local Government (CLG) Program and how Parish 
may identify the impact  that the historic buildings, sites and neighborhoods 
bring to our life.   

Julian presented a PowerPoint show of various buildings and communi-
ties where Local Historical Preservation has occurred.  Preservation groups 
may consist of an individual, groups of citizens, local government or national 
organizations. 

Julian challenged those attending to think about what makes Parish “be” 
Parish.  If a Historic Preservation District was created in Parish, would the 
focus be:  a building, a historic residential area or a historic commercial area.   
The idea to save the   history of Parish before it disappears forever. 

Upcoming 
Parish Town 

Historical Society Events 

March 14    7 p.m. 
Regular business meeting  
Mills & Petrie Mem’l Gym 

February 14    7 p.m. 
Regular business meeting  
Mills & Petrie Mem’l Gym 

April 11    7 p.m. 
Regular business meeting  
Mills & Petrie Mem’l Gym 
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The Red Mill School once stood at the corner 
of Red Mill and Bangall Roads, very close to the 
Parish-Mexico town line. It was Parish School Dis-
trict #12. 

The Parish Town Historical Society was unable 
to find class records or school board minutes for the 
Red Mill School. Some references to this school 
district were found in the minutes of Parish School 
District #1, serving the Village of Parish. 

On August 4, 1925 a vote was taken at the 
meeting of the taxpayers of District #1 to determine 
the advisability of annexing the Red Mill District. 
The motion was soundly defeated.  The “new” Par-
ish High School opened in 1928.  

Another vote was taken at the school board 
meeting of District #1 on September 5, 1929. A 
motion was made to educate the children of the Red 
Mill District for a flat fee of $350 per year. The Red 
Mill District would assume all responsibility and 
charges relative to their transportation to the high 
school. This time the motion was passed and the 
Red Mill Schoolhouse was abandoned. 

The  new 1928 school building stood close to 
where the Parish Elementary School is now located, 
and was torn down in the 1980s. Perhaps this 
amendment met with a more agreeable fate the sec-
ond time because there was more space in the 
“new” school. 

In 2004 the PTHS interviewed the late Joseph 
Moran, a resident of the Red Mill area. He recalled 
being inside the building in the early 1930s. The 
building had been closed for a few years. His uncle 
once taught at this school. 

Harold Kinney recalled that in the summer of 
1959, he and Don Jennings “bulldozed, burned and 
buried” the deserted schoolhouse where it stood. 

The PTHS continually searches for photo-
graphs of scenes of places and people of Parish. In 
December 2006 they were thrilled to receive a pho-
tograph of the Red Mill School from Sonya Done-
gan. The photo was taken in 1957, only two years 
before the building was burned. 

The picture is of Michael Donegan with the 
faithful family dog at his side. In the background 
stands the Red Mill School. Sonya said that this 
was taken in their front yard of their home on the 

Mexico side of Red Mill Road the first summer they lived 
there. 

Sonya wonders what became of the school bell. It was 
still there when they first moved to the location, but they 
woke up one morning and it was gone. 

The road has undergone many changes since 1957. In 
1957 Bangall was a narrow dirt road. The intersection was 
more like a true right angle then. The road has widened 
considerably, particularly on the Parish side. It appears in 
the photograph that the school building was not directly at 
the intersection but a tree that stood in front of the school 
is now situated at the corner of the two roads. 

The intention of taking the photo was not to record 
history for the town of Parish, but to record their own 
family history. It does, however remind all of us to take a 
closer look the next time you browse through your family 
photo album. What else is in your photographs? 

The PTHS welcomes donations of your photographs, 
or are willing to make copies of them and return them to 
you. They may be more valuable to us than you think. 
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PARISH 
Parish Branch of Central School 

to Present Operetta 
Will be Given by Large Cast On 

The Afternoon  of  Tuesday, Dec. 21 
Parish—All of the students in 

kindergarten through ninth grade in 
the Parish branch of the Altmar-
Parish Central school busily rehears-
ing a Christmas operetta entitled 
“Red Candles.”  This program, as 
well as the main cast and choruses 
made up from each grade, will fea-
ture a boys choir of 43 voices, and a 
girls’ Glee Club of girls from grades 
seven, eight and nine.  More detailed 
account of operetta news will be 
published later. 

The operetta “Red Candles” is 

in regard to a Mrs. Nausen, who has 
come to this country from Norway.  
With her children, Gilda and Jibby, 
to claim an inheritance.  Just after 
they landed she left the children to 
seek information and never re-
turned.  This happened on Christ-
mas Eve five years ago.  To find 
out the right ending all are invited 
to attend this operetta on Tuesday 
afternoon, Dec. 21, at 2 o’clock in 
the Parish school auditorium. 

The main cast is made up of 
the following students: 

Director of Rhythm Band, Jill 
LaForce; Gilda, a girl from Nor-
way, Jamie Gray; Jibby, her little 
brother, Allen Phillips; Mabel, a 
schoolmate, Alice Czysz; three 
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gnomes, Ralph Morse, Danny Par-
rish and James Hollenbeck. 

Spirit of Christmas, Sharon 
Southard; Santa Claus, Edward 
LaBreck; Lawyer Smidge, guard-
ian of Gilda and Jibby, David 
Sperling; Teddy, his spoiled son, 
William Ward, Milly, his daughter, 
Shirley Waterman; Celia, Milly’s 
schoolmate, Suzanne Hall; Mary 
another friend, Sharon O Connor; 
Madam Claus, the mother of Gilda 
and Jibby, Patricia Riley.  Patsy 
was Paul Wilk; Patsy’s Gang, 
Janice House, Donna White, Wil-
liam Fitzgerald, Elaine Wood and 
Brenda Kilts; Snowflake, Santa’s 
Helper, Patricia Ann Murton; 
dancers, Julie Gray and Kay 
Fuller. 

 

Throughout New York State, 
communities are recognizing that 
historic buildings, sites, and 
neighborhoods make an important 
contribution to their quality of life. 
Many counties, cities, towns, and 
villages are seeking opportunities to 
preserve the special character of 
their communities and neighbor-
hoods. 

How do you preserve historic 
buildings while encouraging 
growth? How do you create pro-
grams that foster appropriate plan-
ning and development? Are there 
sources of funding for preservation 
activities? The Certified Local Gov-
ernment (CLG) Program is one way 
to get the professional guidance and 

support to shape the future of your 
community. 

In New York, the State Historic 
Preservation Office coordinates the 
CLG Program and provides assis-
tance to participating communities. 
CLG Program  
Information on CLG's program and 
the program benefits  
Local Governments  
A listing of Certified Local Govern-
ments (towns, citites, villages, coun-
ties)  
Local Landmarker  
The Local Landmarker is the newslet-
ter for the Certified Local Govern-
ment Community in New York State. 
 
  

Links  
Links for the Certified Local Gov-
ernment Community in New York 
State.  
Frequently Asked Questions  
• What is the Certified Local Gov-
ernment Program?  
• Why should a community partici-
pate in the CLG program?  
• What are the benefits of becom-
ing a CLG?  
• What do CLGs accomplish?  
• How does a community become a 
CLG?  
• How can our community apply?  
• How can I get preservation ad-
vice?  

Certified Local Government Program 
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REPUBLICANS PICK 
PARTY CANDIDATES 

Parish Town Committee Accepts 
Resignation of Robert C. Mosher 

Parish, Aug. 5—A meeting of the 
Republican voters of the Town of Par-
ish was held at the Mills and Petrie 
Gymnasium, Wednesday to designate 
the party officers for the coming pri-
mary election next month.  Seymour S 
Hicks, commissioner of jurors of 
Oswego County, was named chairman 
of the meeting and village clerk, Frank 
Wightman, secretary. 

Robert C Mosher who has been an 
active committeeman for the past 25 
years, resigned.  Mr. Mosher holds an 
office on the A. B. C. board and is un-
able to sit as committeeman. 

The following were duly desig-
nated by the meeting for the various 
offices indicated: 

Raymond Baker, and Charles H 
Garvey, committeemen, 2nd district; 
Carl F. House, and Andy W. Lewis, 

committeemen, 1st district; Wells 
Harter, supervisor.  Clifford M. 
Canfield, highway supervisor; 
Millard Henderson, town clerk, 
Preston Barney, justice of peace 
for four years; Frank  H Wight-
man, justice of the peace two 
years; Robert R Smith, assessor 
four years; Verna Hamilton, asses-
sor two years; Sarah L Warn, tax 
collector; Charles H. Garvey, 
school director; R. C. Mosher, H. 
C. Fuller, S. S. Hicks, vacancy 
committee. 

Parish Center church will not 
hold services during the month of 
August, as camp meeting is being 
held at Lake View camp ground 
this week and conference will be 
held the following week. 

Firemen Called Out 
Parish Fire Department was 

called to the Searles District Thurs-
day afternoon to extinguish the 
fire, caused by lightning on the 
farm of Alfred Merritt. 

Mils Eleiata Sheeley is spend-
ing a few days with her parents in 
Syracuse. 

Dell Hodges of Smithville vis-
ited Mr. and Mrs. Charles Orr Sat-
urday. 

Mrs. Sarah Chorley has pur-
chased the home of Mrs. Emma 
Spoor on Main Street. 

Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Nellis 
had as their guests recently, Mr. 
and Mrs. Rosbrig, Mr. and Mrs. 
Gordon Shaver, and Mr. and Mrs. 
Clayton Bishop of Syracuse. 

Mr. and Mrs. Carl House vis-
ited Mrs. Elmer Horning in 
Crouse-Irving hospital, Syracuse, 
Monday evening. 

The Rev. Robert Loyer was in 
Cleveland, Ohio, recently where 
he attended the wedding of a class-
mate. 

Mrs. Webster Collins enter-
tained at her home Wednesday in 
honor of Mrs. Belle Maynard and 
daughter, Mrs. Melvin Parrish who 

(Continued on page 5) 

The Parish Town Historical Society mem-
bers and friends gathered together on Wed., 
Dec. 13 for the annual Christmas gathering at 
Mills and Petrie Memorial Gymnasium. All 
enjoyed a great meal, conversation and games 
(historical cross word puzzle, word search and 
gift exchange). Those present were Gary; Eve-
lyn; Cartwright and Aubryn Stelmashuck ; 
Steve Stelmashuck; Wanda Morse; Fred; 
Bridget and Kathy Swartz; Kelly Reader; Pat 
French; Linda McNamara; Ruth Whitelaw; 
Paul Phillips; Beth Reilly (member and repre-
sentative of one of the 2007 calendar sponsors 
Four Season Car Wash); Ray and Sharon Rob-
bins; Nancy Bookheimer; Gloria and Sharon 
White; Carl and Jean Wood; Tia; Nicole; 
Kayla and Mary Lou Guindon. 
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Down   
2. First PTHS president who recently 
      celebrated 50th birthday. 
3. Austin _______, early physician, town 
      supervisor. 
5. First Parish settler. 
7. _______ Parish, for whom the town is named. 
10. Nettie _____, Librarian 1940-1945. 
 

 
 
Across 
1. Andy _______, served as tax assessor for 15 years,  
      supervisor for 8. 
4. Name associated with early blacksmith, and later a  
      dairy. 
6. Jolly man who brings gifts to good girls and boys. 
8. Lived to age 102, town assessor, member of Grange,  

left the latter part of this week for 
Omaha, Neb., where in company of 
Mr. Parrish, they will spend a month 
or more with relatives and friends. 

The funeral of Mrs. Lillian 
Dunbar Grieb of Syracuse, a former 
resident of this town was held from 
the Mills-Petrie chapel Friday after-
noon with burial in Pleasant Lawn 

cemetery. 
Mr. and Mrs. D. B. Scriber 

spent Friday night and Saturday at 
their cottage at Dempster Grove. 

Mr. and Mrs. Glen Harter and 
daughter, Margaret, spent Thursday 
with Principal and Mrs. Charles 
Hartson at Cranberry Lake. 

Mrs. Mary McLegger, Mr. and 

Mrs. Rowland Beley, Mr. and Mrs. 
William House spent Tuesday in 
Sandy Creek with Mrs. Kathleen 
Quinn and Mrs. Ethel McLegger. 

Miss Catherine Rider of Atlan-
tic City, N. J., is spending the sum-
mer with her mother, Mrs. Dora 
Rider. 

(Continued on page 8) 



Plans for landscaping and fencing 
the old bandstand site are reported al-
ready in progress, and it is expected the 
band stand will be removed and the 
park finished by Memorial Day. 

There is no record as to the exact 
date of when the band stand was first 
erected, but either it or a predecessor 
figured in village gatherings long be-
fore the Civil War.  It has been esti-
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mated by the older residents of Parish 
that a band stand has occupied the 
corner site for over one hundred 
years. 

In connection with band con-
certs, it was announced earlier this 
week by Mayor Baker that the Vil-
lage of Parish is planning concerts to 
be held on alternating weeks through-
out the coming summer months.  

Parish Band Stand Goes; 
Park Will Occupy Main 
And Church Street Site 
Parish’s historic old band 

stand received the verdict decid-
ing its much disputed fate of 
late when the taxpayers of the 
village voted to tear it down at a 
special meeting of the Parish 
village board held Thursday 
evening, May 18, in the Mills 
and Petrie Public Library. 

The band stand, estimated 
to be close to 100 years old, is 
to be demolished to make way 
for a park, which will be con-
structed on the Main and 
Church Street site where the 
band pavilion now stands. 

Figuring largely in the deci-
sion to abolish the band stand 
was the estimate of at least $500 
to repair the structure.  Sec-
ondly, it was pointed out, the 
band stand was inadequate for 
the size of the present day bands 
which might occupy it. 

Parish Father-Son Banquet 
Is Held by Citizens Club 
A large attendance marked 

the Parish Citizen’s Club Father 
and Son banquet Wednesday, 
May 12, at the Candlelight Cot-
tage, when the group was ad-
dressed by Sherwood Ernen-
wein, director of the Syracuse 
Boy’s Club. 

Reporting on recent busi-
ness transacted by the Citizen’s 
Club, Fritz Holmes stated that 
the proposed tennis courts are 

being pushed around a bit, but it 
was thought that they possibly 
could be located on school prop-
erty in Parish. 

Raymond L. Baker reported 
that the money had been appropri-
ated and included in the Parish 
Village budget for a youth pro-
gram.  He stated further, that they 
expect to have band  concerts on 
alternate weeks during the sum-
mer months. 

Completing the business of 

the evening was the appointment of 
Robert Fuller as chairman of a com-
mittee to finish the village sign on 
Route 11, and place an arrow point-
ing to Parish on top of the sign. 

Mr. Ernenwein spoke to the 
group regarding administration of 
the Syracuse Club, and told of how 
they handle 3700 boys. 

Honored guest of the evening 
included W. Niyer Wynkoop, vice 
president of the First Trust and De-
posit company, Syracuse; A.L. 
Gardner and Harry Riley. 

Motto--- with malice toward none, and charity for all-- Lincoln    May 20, 1948 
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This will be a bit of a lengthy 
post to the message boards but I just 
wanted to share a few hints and tips 
about the part videotape can play in 
family history.  As I write this, I am 
converting a videotape (from Thanks-
giving 1986) to DVD.  No one knows 
how long videotape might last - I 
know I have tape from the mid 1980's 
that still plays well but I want to copy 
them all to a digital format.  There are 
machines you can buy that play/
record VHS on one side and play/
record DVD's on the other side.  
Don't confuse this with  DVD play-
ers, what I have is a player-recorder. 

As for the five generations, not 
everyone will have a chance for 
something like that.  In my case, it 
was relatives on my wife's side.  My 
two girls (now in their young 20's) 
were toddlers, next generation was 
my wife, then her mother, then her 
grandmother and finally an aunt of 
my wife's grandmother who was in 
her 90's at the time and still, as they 
say, 'of sound mind and body'. 

We filmed in the eldest relative's 
house which happened to be a Sears 
house.  

  My wife's heritage is mostly 
from Virginia.  Her grandmother's 
aunt, on tape, mentioned how her 
mother told her that she was glad 
slavery was over with before she 
turned 21 as she did not want to in-
herit slaves. Just to point out some of 
the things you might capture in an 
interview. 

Now for some tips and hints.  I 
don't know if they even sell video 
cameras any more - could be every-
thing is digital.  Either way, the tips 
and hints apply for tape or digital. 

First - don't just 'wing it'.  As much 
as possible script what will be said.  

  You will capture spontaneous 
moments but you want to avoid awk-
ward moments where no one knows 
what to say. 

Write out a list of possible topics/
questions and go over it well in ad-
vance with the person to be inter-
viewed.  Encourage him or her (or 
them) to suggest their own topics and 
questions and add them to the list. 

It can work out well to interview a 
group of relatives - two or three aunts 
and uncles for instance.  It may also 
work out well *not* to interview sev-
eral at once so give it some thought. 

Include the 'environment' of the 
interview.  Before you start, pan up and 
down the street from outside the house 
or apartment to give an idea of the 
neighborhood where the person cur-
rently lives. 

Try to get video of schools at-
tended, places of employment, places 
of worship attended or where married - 
any place you can reasonably get to 
that touches on the person’s life. 

If you can get to a cemetery where 
the person has relatives buried, take 
some video of headstones. 

Be slow in moving the camera.  If 
panning about go quite slowly as the 
movement will be magnified when 
watching the tape. 

Tape from different angles.  Look 
over a person's shoulder with the cam-
era as they go thru a photo album.  
Think of professional interviews on TV 
and how they are presented.  Change 
the angle of view from time to time. 

Well before the interview, encour-
age the person to pull together various 
artifacts of their life - military awards, 

school diplomas, marriage certifi-
cate, old photos - all sorts of still 
items that can be focused on 
while a person talks. 

Try a bit of 'drama' - shoot 
over the headstone of an ancestor 
while the interview subject walks 
away from you.  As a final shot, 
have the person wave goodbye 
thru a window while you shoot 
from outside the house. 

The chief part of the tape will 
be a person to person conversa-
tion.  You will want someone else 
to hold the camera while you talk 
with the person.   

You might literally refer to 
notes on paper in your hand while 
you talk.  It will keep the conver-
sation moving and on topic.   
Some spontaneous moments will 
almost certainly pop in. 

Keep TVs and radios off.  I 
would even go so far as to tempo-
rarily unplug telephones while 
interviewing.  If you get a 'real 
time' interruption, you can re-
cover but it's not always easy and 
makes for bad taping. 

While concentrating on one 
person, if you can get several gen-
erations together in a film that 
makes for great tape.  I'm not sure 
if I'll ever get a shot at five gen-
erations again but I'm glad I took 
the time for it some 17 or 18 
years ago. 

Rambled on a bit - if there is 
a single point I want to make, it is 
this - plan the interview and then 
plan some more. 

Include as many different 
facets of a persons life as you can 

(Continued on page 8) 

Posting from Russell Sprague   



Parish was and is the Place! Parish Town Historical Society 
P.O. Box 145 
Parish, New York  13131 
- what was their childhood like, school, em-
ployment, marriage?  I believe there are use-
ful online guides you can review and probably 
printed materials you can buy. 

Hope this gives people some food for 
thought! 

 

Russ Sprague     
Kensington, Maryland  

(Continued from page 7) Here is a list of sites to get you started: 

http://genealogy.about.com/od/oral_history/ss/
oral_history.htm 
http://www.cyndislist.com/oral.htm 
http://www.orednet.org/~clenzen/oralinterviewtips.html 
http://www.genealogy.com/2_oralhs.html 
http://www.genealogy.com/201/lesson8/course8_02.html 

Posting from Russell Sprague   

 Across 
1.    Lewis 
4.    Jennings 
6. Santa 
8. Manning 
9. Richards 
11. Lil 
 

Down 
2. Stelmashuck 
3. White 
5. Gamiel 
7. David 
10.  Hall 

2006 Christmas Crossword Puzzle Answers 

Miss Bessie Doney of Dugway 
and Mrs. Cora Fuller of the Wood Dis-
trict were dinner guests Thursday of 
the latter's sister, Mrs. Ida Ackley. 

Mrs. Bruce Ashby entertained the 
Bridge club at her home Friday eve-
ning.  Miss Bernice Manning held 
high score. 

Mrs. George Cusack and family 
are spending the month of August at 

(Continued from page 5) Eagle Bay in the Adirondacks.   
Mrs. Esther Weaver enter-

tained recently Mr. and Mrs. Ray 
Brewer, Mrs. Lucille Rose of 
Syracuse, and the Misses Shirley 
and Leona Sandbro of Bridgeport. 

Mrs. Leslie D. Gray enter-
tained Monday at breakfast, Mrs. 
H. Floyd Blount, Mrs. Burch K. 
Reed, Mrs. Leon J. Williams, and 
Mrs. Theodore Prescott of Sandy 
Creek. 

http://pths.parishcommunityrec.com/ 


