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This could be your last issue. 
Renew 

your membership dues 
for 2006 today! 

Single membership $5; 
 Family membership $10;  
Business membership $15  

and Sustaining Membership $20 
Send to treasurer: 

Gloria White 
296 White Road 

Parish, NY  13131 

Upcoming 
Parish Town 

Historical Society Events 

Feb. 8, March 8, + April 12 
Regular business meetings  

7 PM  at 
Mills and Petrie Memorial Gymnasium 

One Spring morning in late May, the Parish Town Historical 
Society will host a cemetery walk at the Dutch Hill       
Cemetery.  Society members will dress and give a soliloquy 
as some of the citizens of long ago Parish.  In the Fall, the    
Parish Town Historical Society will have another cemetery 
walk at the Pleasant Lawn Cemetery on Route 69A in Parish.  
Once again, members will bring to life citizens of Parish 
past.  Please join us for what promises to be two very        
interesting and informative times to learn a little bit about the 
life of some folks who were an important part of Parish. 

Tallcott/ Casler/ Edick/
Backus/ Girl’s club... 

2 

Connie LaRock 3 

Winter Memories 3 

1950 deaths 4 

Molasses, Shared Food for ... 5 

Kenneth Coe /  Girl Scouts 5 

John Manning & Family 6, 7 

Memories of Miller School 8 

Ellison family donated a box  
of items to the  

Parish Town Historical Society.  
Bridget Swartz Town Historian 
has inventoried and compiled  

this list of the contents. 
1.    Approximately 35 -40 nega-
tives & some photos (blurry) from 
1951 Parish Oil -     office - stations 
- and personnel. 
2.    Memorial Day 1993 Program 
3.    Booklet - 75th anniversary of 
Parish Methodist Church 
4.    February 10, 1972 Front page 
of Parish Mirror 
5.    1971 pictorial directory of Par-
ish Methodist Church 

6.    Note cards from Oswego Co. 
with map - 1950 
7.    Ad for NY Plays - vaudeville - 
I00 F Hall - Bunny Stricker Players 
8.    Re-elect Had Fuller postcard 
9.    Program for APW Fashion 
Show - May 3, 1966 
10.    Program from Gray Memorial 
Organ dedication - April 6, 1967 
11.    Blank application for NYS SS 
Farm Deferment - Selective Service 
Farm Report 
12.    Program - Mills & Petrie Holi-
day Dinner - Dec 10, 1926. 
13.    Program from Methodist 
Church Parish - April 30, 1967 

(Continued on page 3) 



� 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �� � � � � 	 �

Nov. 1950 
Stork Market 

 

Mr. and Mrs. Harrison M. 
Brockett of Dutch Hill are the 
parents of a baby girl, Martha 
Jean, born Saturday, November 
4 at Syracuse General Hospital. 
 

Rev. and Mrs. W.A. Howe have 
received word of the birth of a 
son to Mr. and Mrs. Garland 
Branche, Nov. 14 at Ithaca.  
Mrs. Branche was the former 
Miss Caroline Howes, a grand-
daughter of Rev. and Mrs. 
Howes and a former Parish resi-
dent. 

    Emogene Tallcott Returns 
From European Service To 

Home In Long Island 
   Miss Emogene Tallcott, recently 
returned to her home in Hempstead 
after having spent two years in the 
foreign service with the Depart-
ment of State in Germany. 
   While in Europe, Miss Tallcott 
was a member of the headquarters 
staff of the High Commissioner of 
Germany, Education Branch of the 
Education and Cultural Division. 
   Miss Tallcott was in charge of 16 
Education Service Centres distrib-
uted throughout the American 
zone of Germany.  These centers 
were established to work with Ger-
man teachers in the field.  This 
section- also concerned itself with 
checking text books to prevent the 
inclusion of Nazi and militaristic 
materials and give advice concern-
ing writing new text books. 

Celebrating 60th Anniversary—  
Mr. and Mrs. H. S. Casler of 436 Gif-
ford St. will celebrate their 60th anni-
versary quietly tomorrow.  The only 
celebration will be a family dinner 
held today by their son and daughter-
in-law, Mr. and Mrs. Reed N. Casler 
of 201 Brookland Dr.  Mr. Casler was 
a cheese maker in Parish until he and 
his wife moved to Syracuse 32 years 
ago.  He was employed by L. A. 
Witherill, Inc. until he retired a year 
and a half ago. 

Mrs. Christie Edick Marks 94 th 
Birthday Wednesday 

 
Mrs. Christie Edick and Miss Ethel 
Edick entertained Sunday at their 
home at a family get-to-gether, the 
occasion being in celebration of Mrs. 
Edick’s and Mrs. L. F. McNeal’s 
birthday anniversaries.  Mrs. Edick 
will turn 93 years old come Wednes-
day, July 26th.  Those who attended 
the family reunion other than the 
hostess and co-hostess were Mr. and 
Mrs. Loyal McNeal and son, Gary of 
Hudson, Mr. and Mrs. Loyal F. 
McNeal of Watertown, Mr. and Mrs. 
Miles E McNeal and son, Miles Alec, 
of Syracuse and Dr. Charles A. 
Schumacher. 

School Girls’ Club Meet And Elect 
      Mrs. Addie Rood in Nedrow en-
tertained the members of the Parish 
School 
    Girls Club at her home, 126 Mere-
dith Avenue, last Friday.  At one 
o’clock a very delicious dinner was 
enjoyed.  A business meeting was 
held and new officers of the club for 
1951 are President, Edith Benson; 
Vice President, Mrs. Alpha Harring-
ton; Secretary and Treasurer, Mabel 
Hammecker.  The members who en-
joyed Mrs. Rood’s hospitality were 
Mrs. Lydia Gorman, Mrs. Edith Ben-
son, Miss Nellie Hubbard, Mrs. Etta 
Snell, Mrs. Jennie Carter, Mrs. Aud-
rey Weldon, Mrs. Alpha Harrington, 
Miss Ethel Edick, Mrs. Christie 
Edick, Mrs. Edith McNeal, Mrs. 
George Farmer, Mrs. Alena Wood, 
Mrs. Mabel Hammecker, Mrs. Lela 
Shafer, Mrs. Florence Marcellus, and 
Mrs. Lewis Westcott. Games were 
played during the afternoon and a so-
cial hour was enjoyed. 

Party Held for Miss Grace Backus 
   Mrs. Ellis Backus, assisted by Mrs. 
Arthur Backus of Mexico entertained 
a group of neighbors and relatives at 
the formers home on Montgomery 
Street, Friday, July 21 from 3:00 to 
5:00 p.m. in honor of the former’s 
granddaughter, Miss Grace Backus.  
The afternoon was spent in playing 
games. Prizes for the winners were 
awarded.  Miss Backus received 
many lovely birthday presents from 
her guests.  Delicious refreshments 
were served by the hostess and co-
hostess, including a beautifully  
decorated birthday cake.  Those who 
helped Miss Backus celebrate were 
Brenda LaForce, Frasher {sic} La-
Force, Gary Cooper, Walter Cooper, 
Alice Backus, Douglas Backus and 
Victor Petit. 
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   Joan Lewis Stoddard remem-
bers going to Lewis and Rose 
Henderson’s home when she 
was a child with her parents 
Clark and Lydia Lewis.  Rose 
would be standing at the stove 
stirring and stirring the maple 
syrup until, it finally reached a 
certain temperature.  Joan and 
her brother Lawrence would  
anxiously run outside and the 
adults followed.  They would 
then find a clean patch of snow 
and would pour the sweet maple 
syrup over it.  This was their 
candy come March of each year.  
Rose called this entire process 
“wax on snow.”   
    The Henderson family owned 
a beagle dog named Buster. 
Buster would  tease and tease 
for this maple delicacy.  Lewis 
would  finally give in to him and 
share some with Buster.  Buster 
just loved it but  always ended 
up getting his jaws stuck to-
gether.   Eventually licked his 
jaws free and begged for more.   
   Joan’s mother, Lydia, would 
cook down the sap at home as 
well.  Sometimes it was hard to 
find the snow because of warm 
weather.  Joan and her father, 
Clark, would go out in the woods 
behind their home on the hill on 
East Main Street until they finally 
would find some. 
   Going to Grandfather Lewis's 
home is another sweet memory.  
We sat on the floor in front of 
him and waited patiently for him 
to peel an apple. He did this so 
precisely and he would have one 
thin peel when finished. Joan 
and Lawrence sat in front of the  

pot belly stove waiting for 
grandpa to pass them each a 
slice.  “Patience" was practiced!   
   In the fall of each year Clark 
Lewis would braid popcorn, pull-
ing the husk back and then 
braiding  until he had a long 
strip.  The ribbon of corn would 
then be hung on the back of 
their house.  In the winter 
months, he would bring a 
braided strip in and would shuck 
the corn off. As Larry and Joan 
became older, shucking the 
corn with their father became 
one of their tasks. It was red 
popcorn and they loved it.  
Popped corn was a big treat for 
us during those cold winter 
nights.  Rose and Lewis Hen-
derson and Clark and Lydia 
Lewis would often get together 
at one another’s homes and 
play “pitch” and munch on pop-
corn. 
   Rose Henderson explained  
"sugaring off time" as the proc-
ess of boiling down the sap on 
the stove and then beating it.   
   Rose said there would be 
“husking bees” where neighbors 
would all come in to the barn 
and husk the corn.   One way of 
having fun was to find a red ear 
of corn.  Then you would get to 
kiss someone.  The stalks would 
be fed to the cattle.  Nicely filled 
out ears of corn would be saved 
and placed upstairs in the attic 
for the winter.  Come spring the 
corn would be coated with tar 
and planted.  The tar didn’t 
harm it, but it did keep the crows 
from eating it and spoiling the 
crop. 

Oswego--- PARISH GIRL WINS .  
Zeta Rho Fraternity of Oswego State 
Teachers College selected Miss Con-
nie LaRock of Parish as honorary 
member of the fraternity this year.  
Pledges of the fraternity date her for 
the pledging period and she is guest 
of honor at the fraternity dinner-
dance.  With Miss LaRock, are, from 
left, James Garvey, James McQuaid 
and Charles Siyour. 

14.    APW Alumni Association Ban-
quet - June 1, 2002 
15.    Photo - Person shoveling snow 
across from Methodist Church. 
16.    Four copies of, the same print, 
of Parish Post Office - September 9, 
1962.  Plus 4 negatives of different 
views. 
17.    Negatives of signs and map of 
Mr. Fuller, taken 9-9-55. 
18.   Photos of PTHS trip on canal 
boat 
19.    Photo of family or church group 
- Mrs. Hammecker in it. 
20.    Journal of proceedings - Board 
of Supervisors Oswego Co.  - 1905 - 
chewed on the edges. 
21.    Postcard of fire losses - Parish - 
September 25, 1917. 
22.    Tax collector’s receipt book for 
1926 - C.S. Aldrich - Collector. 
23.  1920 Republican canvass book - 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Sarah Warn, 77,  
Dies In Parish Monday 

     Mrs. Sarah Lillian Warn, 77, 
widow of Frederick Warn, died 
Monday morning in Crouse-Irving 
hospital shortly after being admit-
ted. 
   A lifelong resident of Parish, she 
was a member of the Parish Pres-
byterian Church and a past matron 
of the Parish Order of Eastern Star. 
   Funeral services were held 
Wednesday afternoon at 2 o’clock 
at the home of her daughter, Mrs. 
Lynn Dillenbeck, in Parish with 
the Rev. William D. Bigart, pastor 
of the Westminster Presbyterian 
church, officiating.  Burial was in 
the Pleasant Lawn Cemetery. 
   Surviving is her daughter, Mrs. 
Dillenbeck, two grandchildren and 
two great-grandchildren. 

  Feb. 50 
Mrs. Mary LaForce,  

Former Parish Resident,  
Dies At Daughter’s Home  

Tuesday 
  

Mrs. Mary Irene LaForce, 
widow of the late George LaForce, 
died February 7 after a long illness 
at the home of her daughter, Mrs. 
Mildred Watson in Syracuse, where 
she made her home for the past sev-
eral years. 

   Mrs. LaForce was born in 
1861 in Dassi.  She was a former 
resident of Parish before going to 
Syracuse to live with her daughter. 

   Surviving are three daugh-
ters, Mrs. Mildred Watson and Mrs. 
Elizabeth Weaver John of Syracuse 
and Mrs. Zoie Ready of Spring-
field, Mass; two sons, Oscar La-
Force of Parish, and Richard La-
Force of Syracuse;  two brothers, 
Wallace Watson of Syracuse and 
Wilton Watson of Parish; several 
grandchildren, great grandchildren 
and great great grandchildren and 
several nieces and nephews. 
 

...Colosse Dies In Sleep 
Grover C. Bartell, owner of 

Bartell’s Inn at Colosse, was found 
dead in bed last Friday morning at his 
home in that hamlet.  Mr. Bartell was 
the former owner of the Commercial 
Hotel at Parish and former manager 
of the Colosse Cheese Factory. 

He had been a cheese dealer 
there 30 years, and managed the 
Bartell Inn at the same time.  Mr. 
Bartell was a member of the Elks in 
Rome and Oswego for 30 years. 

Services were at 10 o’clock 
Tuesday morning in St. Mary’s 
Church, where a solemn high Mass of 
Requiem was celebrated.  Burial was 
in Pleasant Lawn Cemetery, Parish. 

Surviving are his wife, Mrs. 
Elizabeth C. Bartell; three daughters, 
Miss Betty Bartell, Miss Rose Marie 
Bartell and Mrs. Mary LaRobardiere; 
a son, Grover C. Bartell, Jr.; his 
mother, Mrs. Charles Bartell of 
Rome; four sisters, Mrs. Roise 
Sherman of Rome; Mrs. Grace 
Boehlert of Oneida; Mrs. Mary 
Byrnes of Troy; and Mrs. Lena Hani-
fin of Camden; two brothers, Fred 
Bartell of Taberg and Louis  Bartell 
of Chicago, Ill.; two grandsons, Don-
ald LaRobardiere, Jr. and Trace 
LaRobardiere; a granddaughter, 
Cheryl LaRobardiere; and several 
nieces and nephews. 

Local Deaths--- 
Howard D. Hubbard 

Dies In Parish 
After Short Illness 

 Howard D Hubbard, 65, long 
resident of the town of Parish passed 
away Thursday morning at home in 
the Laing District after a long illness.  
He was a retired mason bricklayer. 

Surviving are his wife Mrs. 
Richardson Hubbard; four sons How-
ard Jr. of Altmar, Lloyd with the 
Army in Japan, Duane and August of 
Parish; two daughters Mrs. Auringer 
of Fulton and Miss Ada Hubbard of 
Parish; a sister, Mrs. Cameron of 
Sherrill, NY. 

Funeral services were held at __ 
o’clock Sunday afternoon at  the 
Harter Funeral home in Parish.  Ches-
ter Winters of Central Square offici-
ated.  Burial was in Dugway Ceme-
tery, Dugway, NY. 

District 2 - Town of Parish. 
24.  Pencil - Vote for Raymond  
Jacobson for Supervisor. 
25.  The Parish Family, North 
Country Nobility - a Histo-
riographical Review and Thesis  
Proposal 

(Continued from page 3) 26.   Folder from Meeting PTHS - 
1999 
27.  1926 Parish High School - 
the Broadcaster. 
28.  100th Anniversary - Parish 
United Methodist Church - 2001 
29.    Article from Post Standard 

(Continued on page 5) 

Businessman of 
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Parish Girl Scouts 
Have New Leaders 

The Misses Marion McGuin-
ness and Elizabeth Karboski are the 
new leaders of Parish Girl Scout 
Troop No. 30. 

Mrs. Anderson and Miss Ste-
vens of Oswego Girl Scout Council 
held a troop committee meeting at 
Mrs. Howard Pelow’s Wednesday 
afternoon at 3:30 p.m.  Those pre-
sent besides the guests from 
Oswego were:  Mrs. Holmes, Mrs. 
Brockway, Wilma Baker, Mrs. 
Agnes Jennings, Mrs. O’Neil, Miss 
Davies, Mrs. Rowlan Beley, Miss 
McGuinness, Mrs. Larry, Mrs. 
Mariotte and Mrs. Pelow.  Another 
troop committee meeting will be 
held Thursday at 3:30 p.m. at Mrs. 
Baker’s. 

1950 
Parish Soldier on Japan Jaunt 

 

   Sergeant First Class and Mrs. Kenneth 
S. Coe, 163rd transportation Car Com-
pany, recently began a 30-day leave for 
the purpose of touring Tokyo, Nagoya, 
Kamakura and other well-known Japan 
cities. 
   A veteran of 12 years service which 
began back in 1927, SFC. Coe has at-
tended the administration and supply 
course, Camp Perry, Ohio, and the Radio 
Operators’ course at Fort Monmouth, 
New Jersey.  He arrived in Japan in Feb-
ruary 1947. 
   SFC. Coe, a graduate of Parish High 
School and a son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Wilfred Coe is now stationed in Yoka-
hama, Japan’s major port city and seat of 
headquarters of the eighth Army.  SFC 
Coe fills an essential assignment with the 
Army’s Occupation Forces as a sedan 
driver and dispatcher in the Eighth Army 
Motor Pool. 

Late 40’s or early 50’s... 

In the 1920’s and 30’s Newt 
and Catherine Oyer Tilton were 
raising their family on a farm nes-
tled at the foot of White’s Hill in a 
place called Happy Valley.  Satur-
day mornings at the farm were de-
voted to baking.  The baking of 
cookies was one chore they remem-
bered well.  One week it might be 
the “Sugar Cookie” recipe or it 
could be the “Raisin Filled” cookie. 
The one kind that was always 
made, was  Grandma’s “Old Fash-
ioned Molasses Cookie.”  They 
were and still are the family favor-
ite.  This is the recipe she followed 
in those early days. 

 
1 1/3 quarts sugar 
4 eggs 
1 quart molasses  
(the same that was fed to the cows) 
1 quart sour milk 
2/3 quart oil 
3 rounded teaspoons baking soda 
4 teaspoons baking powder 
pinch or two salt 
1 ½ teaspoons ginger 
3 teaspoons cinnamon 
pinch of cloves 
and enough flour to make a stiff 

dough (approximately 5 lbs) 
 

 
Drop a heaping tablespoon of 

dough, two inches apart onto a greased 
baking sheet, and place precisely 3 rai-
sins, centered on cookie, and a sprin-
kling of sugar on each.  Bake until 
done. 

After the cookies were baked and 
cooled they were stored under the 
counter in the kitchen in a large earthen 
jar.  Amazingly, it would always be 
empty by the following Saturday morn-
ing’s baking day. 

Our Mothers’ memories of their 
lives on that farm in Happy Valley, 
nestled at the foot of White’s Hill have 
faded with age, but not those of the 
“Saturday Morning Baking Days.”  
Those stories will be remembered 
through many, many generations to 
come. 

on Mary Lou Guindon 
30.    Store Account Book - wa-
ter damaged- 1870 - 1876 
31    Obituary of Dr. Merrill - 
October 28, 2001 - Syracuse 
Post Standard 
32.    Pencil - APW 
33.    Parish Mirror - Nov. 30 
1983 
34.    Instructions from Oswego 
Co. Vol. Firemen Assoc. on In-
cendiary Bomb Control  Extin-
guishment 
35.    Map of Town of Parish 
prior to Route 81. 
36.    Box of Stereopticon cards 
 

(Continued from page 4) 

Bertha Tilton Weaver remembers... 12 loaves of bread were baked twice a week.  
Cupcakes were baked twice a week for lunches.  The bottom would be cut off, the 
center scooped out and replaced by whip cream and the bottom placed back on.  

Cream was always plentiful.   

      Submitted by Sharon Robbins, Nancy Bookheimer 



northern part of Korea.  His address is Sgt. Rich-
ard Popp, Serv. Vo., First Eng. B Marine Div. c/o 
FPO San Francisco, California. 
   Another son of Mr. and Mrs. Popp, Pfc. Wil-
liam, age 19, graduated from Parish High School 
in June of this year and enlisted in the Air Force 
and received his basic training in Lakeland, Texas 
and then was at school in Keesler Field, Miss. for 
radio operator.  After his graduation there he was 
sent to hi____ base for ground instruction making 
his first flight as a radar  navigator.  His address is 
Pfc. William Popp, AF 12348212, 28th Command 

R.C. A.F.B., Weaver, South Dakota. 
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    A native of Williamstown where he was born one 
hundred years ago today, March 30, 1850.  John W 
Manning is celebrating a century of living at the 
home of his  daughter, Mrs. George Crim, in Parish. 
   Although Mr. Manning has been blind for 23 
years, he enjoys comparatively good health and is up 
and about the house each day.  He listens a great 
deal to the radio, but his greatest pastime is visiting 
with friends and neighbors who are always delighted 
to hear one of the many stories about life and condi-
tions in Oswego County many, many years ago. 
   When relating one of his stories about his experi-
ences it is easy to tell that Mr. Manning was a 
farmer of great skill during his younger days, and it 

(Continued on page 7) 

   Lewin J. Manning died 
shortly before midnight 
Monday at his home on the 
Camden Road, five miles 
east of Parish, following an 
illness of two years.  His 
grandfather, John Manning 
also of Parish will be 100 
years old in March. 
A lifelong resident of Par-
ish, Mr. Manning was the 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Dewitt 
Manning, also of Parish, and 
was a former employee of 
the Parish Oil Co. 
   Survivors besides his par-
ents, include his wife, Mrs. 
Inez Stagnar Manning; a son 

John and Mary Parrish Manning 

Monday Night: Living Grandfather Almost 100 

Wilbur L. Manning; two 
daughters, the Misses Marion 
and Evelyn Manning, all of 
Parish; a brother, Edgar Man-
ning, Manlius, one nephew 
and one niece also of Manlius 
and his paternal grandfather, 
John W. Manning. 
   Funeral services were held 
Thursday afternoon at two 
o’clock at the Parish Method-
ist church, with Rev. B. L. 
Waters, pastor,  and Rev. 
Strauss, pastor of West Am-
boy Community church, offi-
ciating.  Burial was in Pleas-
ant Lawn Cemetery, Parish. 

Parish Centenarian Celebrates Birthday in Good Health 

Parish Lads In Service 
Reds, Beware! 

      Wilbur Manning of Parish, 24, son of Mr. and Mrs. L. J. 
Manning, is in the Army as a Pfc. And is stationed at the 343rd 
General Hospital at Fort Lewis, 
Washington. 
   Sgt. Richard L. Popp of Par-
ish is in the thick of the battles 
in Korea.  His parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Alery Popp write us that 
Richard attended school in Par-
ish until he enlisted in the Ma-
rines in 1948.  He received his 
boot training at Camp LeJeune, 
N. C. and left for California in 
August of that year with the 
First Marine Division.  He has 
been in the invasion of Impchon, the battle for Kimp Airfield and 
then on to Seoul.  He left Seoul several weeks ago and is now in 
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celebrating his birthday today, the 
same day which Mr. Manning 
reached one hundred.  In addition to 
his second son, William there is his 
daughter Mary, with whom he is 
making his home.  His third son, 
Edgar, died of malaria  in the Phil-
ippines during the Spanish Ameri-
can war.  Mr. Manning also has five 
grandchildren and eight great-
grandchildren. 

was in the Williamstown section that he 
received early agricultural training during 
the early years of his life spent there. 
   Mr. Manning was married to Mary Par-
rish of West Amboy July 2, 1871 in 
Camden and moved to Parish 43 years 
ago.  His wife died January 9, 1938. 
   He is the father of four children, three 
of whom are living and residents of    
Parish.  One of his sons, Dewitt, is    

(Continued from page 6) 

Parish Centenarian Celebrates Birthday in Good Health 

John W. Manning to Observe 101st 
Birthday at Home Today 

March  ’51 
   Parish—John W. Manning Parish’s oldest resident, 
will observe his 101st birthday Friday at the home of 
his daughter, Mrs. George (Mary) Crim.  No special 
observance has been planned but Mr. Manning 
hopes many of his friends will call. 
   When questioned as to the secret of reaching the 
age of 101 years.  Mr. Manning replied that he had 
always worked hard for a living, paid his honest 
debts and took good care of his health.  Retiring 
from farming 44 years ago and blind 24 years, he 
passes time listening to the radio and visiting with 
friends. 
   Mr. Manning held the post of town assessor for 21 
years.  He is a charter member of the Parish Grange 
575, as well as one of the first members of Parish 
Lodge 902, 100F, and Parish Wenonah Lodge 405, 
Rebekahs. 
   He married the late Mary Parrish July 2, 1871.  
They had four children, Mrs. Crim; Dewitt, who will 
observe his 79th birthday along with his father; Wil-
liam A., all of Parish.  An older son, Edgar died in 
the Philippines of malaria while serving in the Span-
ish-American War. 
   Mr. Manning has five living grandchildren, Edgar 
Manning of Manlius, John W. Manning, Mrs. Ken-
neth (Eva) Horning, Mrs. Marion M Beley, and Mrs. 
Harold (Bernice) Sargent, all of Parish.  A sixth 
Lewin Manning died a year ago. 
   PFC Wilber Manning, with General Hospital Unit 
in Japan, Donald and Marcia Manning of Manlius, 
Sandra Horning, Marion and Evelyn Manning, 
Reginald Sargent and Lucinda Beley, all of Parish 
are great-grandchildren of Mr. Manning. John and Mary Manning and friend 



Parish was and is 
the Place! 
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Parish Town Historical Society 
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Parish, New York  13131 

I attended Miller School from 
1933 until 1939, for my first six 
grades.  There were around 25 to 30 
students in the school and sometimes 
representing all eight elementary 
grades.  Usually, seventh and eighth 
grade students went to the “big” 
school downtown.  Sometimes, there 
wouldn’t be any pupils in a certain 
grade. 

My first and second grade 
teacher was Lucy Chapman and fifth 
and sixth teacher was Thelma Zehr.  
Mrs. Zehr had a son, Paul, who was 
in our grade so we all had to be care-
ful around him.  I don’t remember 
who the third and fourth grade 
teacher was. 

There was no well at the school, 
so the boys had to carry pails up to 
the minister’s house, toward town, to 
get water everyday.  We all used the 
same dipper to drink out of in the be-
ginning, but then we got paper cups.  

Thank goodness for better sanitation. 
We had a wood burning stove 

and different neighborhood men 
brought wood to the school.  You 
roasted if you sat near the stove and 
were cold if you sat by the windows.  
Of course, the bathrooms were old 
fashioned ones placed at the back of 
the school. 

Our school library was pretty 
limited, but our family had a good 
library and the town library was su-
perb.  Since my folks went to the 
Grange every other week, I was able 
to take out eight or ten books at a 
time to read. 

We had one of the earliest 
school lunch programs.  Every Fri-
day, one of the mothers in the 
neighborhood brought a hot lunch to 
school.  That was terrific.  My mom 
usually brought a meat pie with ei-
ther pie crust or biscuits on top, and 
usually some kind of baked dessert. 

As  a child got farther along in 
the grades, he or she helped the 
teacher with the younger students.  
Usually, we helped by listening to 
them read or helping them learn their 
spelling words. 

My last day of school in the fifth 
grade, a boy banged into me when I 
was swinging and I fell off and broke 
my foot.  I got to ride home on a 
farmer’s wagon. 

I remember when the man came 
from Albany and told the neighbor-
hood parents at a large meeting in the 
school that Miller was to be closed 
and consolidated with all the other 
schools.  The kids were supposed to 
be playing quietly outside, but we 
listened at the windows to see what 
was going on. 

In my sixth grade class at the 
Miller school was Eddie Antoski, 
Walt Belinski, Betty Kyer, Oliver 
Carr, Paul Zehr and me.  We all 
passed! 

Eleanor Hamilton Kovach 


