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Upcoming 
Parish Town 

Historical Society 

The goal for 2004, the Parish Town 
Historical Society will be to produce 
a book on one-room schoolhouses 
in Parish.  If you or a relative at-
tended one of these 12 one-room 
schoolhouses in Parish: Miller, 
Fritts, Jennings, RedMill, New 
Dutch Hill, Dutch Hill, Churchill, 
Laing, Searles, Devendorf, Nutting 

(Continued on page 4) 

 Future speakers former 
Oswego County Historian, Bar-
bara Dix and Fran Verdoliva, 
director of Salmon River Fish 
Hatchery, to speak on lakes and 
rivers in Oswego County.   
 Have more ideas?  We 
would love to hear from you. 

Feb. 11th– 7 PM 
Regular business meeting 

Mills & Petrie Memorial Gymnasium  

2004 Membership Dues 
This will be the last issue of 

“Pondering the Past“,  
until your dues have been paid. 

$5 single, $10 family, $15 Institution and 
$20 Sustaining.   

Send payments to: Gloria White  
296 White Road, Parish, NY 13131  

payable to:  
Parish Town Historical Society 

 The Parish Town Histori-
cal Society held their annual 
Christmas Party at Mills and 
Petrie Memorial Gymnasium on 
Wed. December 10th.  Those 
present were Beth Reilly; Paul 
Phillips; Carl and Jean Wood; 
Trix and Jake Koch; Ev, Gary, 
Cartwright, and Aubryn  Stel-
mashuck; Ruth Whitelaw; Holly 
Craven; Lillian Harter; Fred, 
Bridget and Kathy Swartz; Linda 
McNamara; Kelly Reader; 
Maude Petrie; Gloria White; Har-
old and Ruby Petrie; Kevin 
Dwyer; Mary Lou, Tia, Nicole 
and Kayla Guindon.  All present 
had an enjoyable time, delicious 

food,  the gift exchange and fun 
trivia games.  The winners of the 
four Alaskan “ulu” knives, donated 
by Brent Petrie, were Heidi Bula of 
Mexico; Jeanette Maynes of 
Dempsterville, Diane Miller of 
Syracuse and Brent’s mother, 
Ruby Petrie of Parish.  Those with 
alert minds with the contests were 
Trix Koch; Evelyn Stelmashuck; 
Gloria White and Dr. Holly Craven. 
  
 Many non-perishable items 
were brought in for the Parish 
Ecumenical Food Pantry.    

April 14th – 7 PM 
Mills & Petrie Memorial Gymnasium  

Guest Speaker-  Barbara Dix 



L. A. DeGarmo, Mayor of Parish 
has announced that one of the old 
landmarks of the Village of Parish 
known as the Carley House has been 
purchased by the Village of Parish.  
This building is to be torn down be-
cause of its hazardous condition. 

Story of the Carley house fol-
lows: 

  THE CARLEY HOUSE 
The Carley House about to be 

torn down to make room for a village 
parking lot, was built about 1870 by 
William Carley, who ran a hotel there 
for several years.  Then the State 
passed a law that alcoholic bever-
ages could not be sold that near a 
Church, so Mr. Carley discontinued 
the hotel business and started a dry 
goods business on the main street of 
the village.  He continued to live in 
the Carley House until his death in 
1900. 
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For twelve years the office next to 
the store was used as the Post Office, 
following the burning of the Post Office 
Building on Main Street.  William David 
was Postmaster.  Lewis David was the 
first rural mail carrier from this office, the 
next rural carriers being Fred McNett and 
Major Richards.  For the last few years 
the office has been used as a barber 
shop. 

In 1947 the building was sold to 
Francis Smith and Fred Dodge.  The 
ownership then passed to Vernon Olin 
who rented it to Carmen Perry, Sr.  He 
occupied the first floor and ran a restau-
rant. 

The last occupants of the building 
were the Carmen Perry, Jr. family, Wil-
liam and Robert  Trevett, and Sylvia 
Woodworth, Olin has now sold the prop-
erty to the village. 

William David bought the building 
and moved his family there in 1901.  
He remodeled the building, making 
living quarters on the first and second 
floors and a store in front,  which he 
rented to James Gray.  The third story 
was used as a Grange Hall until the 
grange moved to its present location.  
It was then used as living quarters.  
The second story apartment was occu-
pied by the Charles Lynch family and 
later by Marianne David.  

The store was later rented by 
Frank Butler for the sale of dry goods.  
Then Stephen Linsler ran a store there 
where he sold homemade ice cream.  
He was there two years.  The next ten-
ants were James Garber and John 
Brown who ran a grocery store.  From 
1924 to 1943 the Market Basket Chain 
leased the store and Frank Wightman 
was manager. 

In a little village of not very great renown 
In Oswego County  and Parish Town 
A band of men and women in 1889 
Met to decide the question 
If a Grange would be in line. 
 

It was christened Parish Grange, because in days of yore 
Their Grandshires who were pioneers, had borne that name be-
fore. 
Their membership was meager, just thirty-five souls all told 
Some in strength of manhood and others growing old. 
 

Thirteen of these were officers and twenty-two were rank and 
file, 
But officers of privates, they were traveling their first mile. 
And while they learned its precepts and what the Grange could 
teach 
Most of these men and women had made their “maiden speech.” 
 

They grew in wisdom, month by month and membership as well, 
But the passing years brought changes as history will tell. 
Their ranks were often broken, for the reaper entered there 
and with his gleaming sickle left many a vacant chair. 
 

But though they sorrowed often for faces sadly missed, 
New members gained a welcome when added to their list. 
And many a gap was strengthened and many a heart was cheered 
As their ranks found re-inforcement just when defeat was feared. 

 

Now let us pause a moment to see what time has wrought 
For this Grange of thirty-five members who have occupied 
our thought. 
Less than two score in numbers, but folk of worth and trust 
Who gave to it their time and talent and passed it on to us. 
 

And as our hands take up their work and strive to carry on, 
We’ll see how grandly they have served, how nobly they 
have won, 
We’ll note improved conditions and work much simplified 
As we view the past and present and compare them side by 
side. 
 

The field chopper and combine which are ours for use today 
Have superseded cradles and the scythe is laid away, 
They milked their cows and worked their farms and did it all 
by hand 
Ne’er dreaming that a tractor soon would solve another plan. 
 

Meanwhile their women the butter made in good old fash-
ioned churn 
And worked it into golden balls each neatly stamped in turn. 
 

A motor milks our herd of cows and we sit by and wait, 
For a truck to take the milk away by stopping at the gate. 
Our housewives purchase butter now, and really call it fine 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Top –  Attie House, Lynn + Blanche Miller, and Sep 
House 
Bottom Left– 1908 Burton House with Lynn Miller 
Bottom Right– a week after the January 29-31, 2004 
storm when Parish received 73 inches of snow. 



And simply buy a trifle more when friends come in to dine. 
 

The cushioned carriage ceases to please the heart of man 
And pleasure trips are now enjoyed in an up-to-date sedan. 
Today cash flows more freely and is more freely spent, 
While machinery lessens labor and backs are much less bent. 
 

Our minds are broadened greatly and friend is linked with 
friend, 
As in united Brotherhood we seek one common end, 
So loyal to the Order, each member stands today 
And pledges sacred honor her edicts to obey. 
 

Her watchwood still is “Onward” and all who will may 
know, 
They’ve grown to stalwart Grangers, since fifty years ago. 
 

Written by Minnie Hamilton 
For the 50th anniversary of  

Parish Grange # 575 

(Continued from page 2) 

 
 In 1989 Parish Grange # 575 by permission 
of Nation and State Grange merged with Central 
Square Grange # 583.  The Parish Grange hall had 
no water, except for the generosity of the neighbors 
who let them hook into their water for suppers etc. 
  It was with great sadness that we gave up 
our hall, but have been welcomed by our brothers 
and sisters of Central Square Grange and have kept 
the Grange tradition “onward” and have become 
one family working together in the community.   

 
Arreta Ware 

It is so cold, But I can remember as a 
kid, we had spells like this every win-
ter and before we had storm windows 
snow would sometimes sift in on my 
bed.  
Also Our house was heated by a fur-
nace down cellar and the heat came up 
through a big resister in the living 
room floor and believe me the furnace 
was a popular spot! Life was not as 

for a time, Getman, Parish.   
 
When did each of these schools 
close?  Who served on the school 
board?  What was the school 
year like?  What were the holi-
days off from school?  We would 
like to hear of those experiences 
in school, and the travels to and 
from school.  If we don’t get these 
memories down on paper, they 
could become lost forever. 
 
Please, contact Bridget Swartz, 
town historian at 625-7833 with 
your memories, pictures, pro-
grams or other memorabilia to 
share in this endeavor. 
 

(Continued from page 1) 

THE NEWSLETTER DEADLINE  
  Please, submit information for your 

newsletter! 
Deadlines-  
     Jan. 23  for February issue 
     Apr. 23 for May issue 
     Aug 23 for September issue 
     Nov.. 23 for December issue 

  Always looking for suggestions.   
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Justis Dimon 
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  Stan Bradford of Texas called looking for 
information on the late Lloyd H. Allen.  Lloyd 
served in WWII and was killed three weeks 
before the war ended.  Stan’s father served 
with Lloyd and would very much like to con-
tact a relative of Lloyd.  If you are or know 
some one whom is, please call Bridget 
Swartz, the historian at 625-7833.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
   I find I have some family roots in Parish 
and am wondering how best I might seek 
more information. I live in Central Illinois, so 
on-scene research is currently unlikely. 
   Extensive Census research through the 
1800s shows these families to be of interest: 
 

--Joshua and Lurana (or, Susanna) POT-
TER: Possibly my direct-line 
gr-gr-gr-grandparents. Died in 1850s-60s. 
They likely had been in Otsego 
County until about 1830s-40s. 
 

--Abner and Lorana (Potter) ALGER: Lo-
rana/Lurana likely a daughter of Joshua and 
Lurana Potter and a sister of my gr-gr-
grandmother Cynthia Melvina (Potter) 
Smith. Family was in Otsego County as of 
1840 U.S. Census. 
 

--George and Elect(r)a (Potter) FOX: Elect
(r)a likely a daughter of Joshua 
and Lurana Potter and a sister of my gr-gr-
grandmother Cynthia Melvina 
(Potter) Smith. 
 

For awhile, George Fox appears to have 
been a major landowner in the Parish area. 
The 1860 U.S. Census shows, for example, 
that he had real estate valued at $9,100 and 
personal property value at $2,065. 
   --John R. and Angeline (Potter) 
MITCHELL: Angeline/Angelina likely a 
daughter of Joshua and Lurana Potter and a 
sister of my gr-gr-grandmother Cynthia 
Melvina (Potter) Smith. 
   This Mitchell family seems to "disappear" 
after the 1870 U.S. Census, not only from 
Parish but from anywhere in New York or 
the U.S. So far, I cannot find them at all. 
They were ages 49 and 42 as of 1870. I 
have to wonder if there was some sort of a 
family or community tragedy at the Parish 
area in the 1870s, such as a fire or explo-
sion. Or, perhaps, a health- or weather-
related disaster that swept through the area. 
   In the 1860 U.S. Census, Lurana (or, 
Susanna) Potter, age 71, is living with the 
John R. and Angeline (Potter) Mitchell fam-
ily. 

Births in Village 
Mary Ann Wood May 8 
Henry Taylor Harter, Oct. 4 
Robert Jay Bartlett, Nov. 6 
Sally Ann Stevents, Dec. 1 
Barbara Ann Heistman, Dec. 3 
 

Deaths in Village 
Ada Caswell Wood, Feb. 8 
Amiel C. Cottet, Feb. 17 
Thomas D. Niles, Apr. 3 
Floy Buckley Stever, Apr. 6 
Cora Parsons, July 11 
Lena Stout Stanton, Sept. 8 
Pearl Phillips Grannis, Dec. 4 
Nora Parks Henderson, Dec. 4 
 

Births in Town 
Elizabeth Jean Halsey, Feb. 21 
Patricia Dawn Alger, Mar. 5 
Carol Irene McDonald, Apr 7 
Esther May Main, Apr 29 
Ralph conrad Ruehl, June 28 
David Elwyn Killam, Aug. 19 
Darlene Lois Lewis, Oct. 4 
Evelyn Viola Smith, Oct. 18 
Venita Margaret Murphy, Nov. 12 
Anna May Coonrod, Dec. 11 
Lizzie Morse Hubbard, Feb. 1 
Zekla Skrzypek, Mar 27 
Margaret H Hamilton, Apr 26 
Charles E Akins, Oct. 29 
Warren Shetler, Oct. 29 
William C Spencer, Nov. 26 
Lena Henderson Seaman, Dec. 11 
 

Marriages 
Donald Perterson and Ione Williams Betts, 
April 23 
Francis Riley Hall and Nettie Emma Christ, 
May 27 
Joseph Francis Mercier and Hattie Mae Jer-
rett, June 24 
Wayne Watson Gillette and Alta Kathryn 
LaForce, Juyl 2 
Charles Butler and Nellie George, August 6 
Andrew H. Auringer and Mamie A. Hubbard, 
September 24 

   The 1880 U.S. Census at Parish shows 
the family of a Joshua MITCHELL, who I 
believe was a son of John R. and Ange-
line. But there is no John R. and Ange-
line. 
   I would appreciate your advising if infor-
mation is on file regarding any of the 
above. I have, by the way, found the Ab-
ner Alger brief bio at the GenWeb site. 
   Also, please advise if you are aware of 
any remaining descendants living in that 
area and how I might contact them. The 
U.S. Census shows, for example, that 
these descendant families still were at 
Parish as of 1930: Avery (Alger) SEA-
MAN(S) and his uncle, Abner N. ALGER; 
Benjamin and Carrie (Mitchell) BROCK-
ETT; Charles and Clara (Mitchell) WHIT-
NEY. 
   A  sincere thanks for your attention to 
my query and for whatever suggestions 
you can offer.  regards.......roger hughes 
rodohu@hotmail.com  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
I contacted you about a year or so ago on 
information about a Charles E. Scheible. I 
have found some more information to firm 
up a connection to Parish, NY. I am seek-
ing information on Charles E. Scheible, 
born 1817 or 1821 in Prussia (Germany). 
He supposedly came to this country in 
1850. He married Mary Cordelia Fairchild 
b. 1836 and the daughter of Harmon Fair-
child and Ruth Jennings Fairchild. They 
resided in the Town of Parish. They had 2 
children, Caroline and Carl, before 
Charles enlisted in the 147th NY VOLS, 
and many more after the Civil War. They 
later moved to North Bay (Vienna), 
Oneida County and then to Munnsville 
(Stockbridge), NY (about 1880) where 
they remained for the rest of their lives. 
Charles, Mary and several of their chil-
dren are buried in the Stockbridge NY 
cemetery.  
I have Charles' Civil War Pension file. It is 
extensive as he was left an invalid as a 
result of injury (not battle related). He fell 
between two barges whilst unloading 
corn during a lay-over in Aqua Creek, VA. 
In this file, there is a transcription of an 
interview where Charles speaks of being 
a cooper in the Village of Parish. He built 
butter boxes, cheese boxes, etc. He 
stated that everyone in the village knew 
of him. There is also confirmation of his 

Vital Statistics for 
             The Year 1938 
As Recorded in Town Clerk’s Office, 

marriage to Mary Fairchild Krim. She 
was the widow of Andrew Krim, who 
died a young man and is buried in 
the Bidwell Cemetery. She married 
my great great grandfather in Janu-
ary of 1860 in Holmesville, which is 

(Continued on page 6) 
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now Fernwood, I believe. The mar-
riage was performed by a justice of 
the peace. Charles' surname in the 
marriage reference was spelled 
SHIBLEY, as well as it is in the 1865 
Town of Parish Census. I am certain 
that the spelling discrepancy is rea-
son why I have had some difficulty 
locating further information on 
Charles. I have not yet determined 

(Continued from page 5) where Charles entered the US or any 
information on his parents or sib-
lings.  
 
Any info about their lives in Parish 
will be greatly appreciated. Thank 
you. JSH 

Joanne Hurst 
jhurst@gpoconnect.net 


