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The Parish Town Historical 
Society’s 2005 calendar was re-
leased on Saturday, October 23.  
There are still some calendars 
available for $7 each.  These keep-
sakes are available at the Parish 

Like many country schools, it 
sometimes served other purposes. A 
circuit preacher, Rev. Guard, came 
to area for a few weeks at a time. 

(Continued on page 2) 

2005 Dues 
Time to renew 

your membership dues 
For 2005 

Single membership $5; 
 Family membership $10;  
Business membership $15  

and Sustaining Membership $20 
Send to treasurer: 

Gloria White 
296 White Road 

Parish, NY  13131 

Upcoming 
Parish Town 

Historical Society 

December 8 At 7 PM 
Annual Christmas Potluck 

2005 Calendar Sponsor Thank You 
Mills and Petrie Memorial Gymnasium 

January 12 
Guest Speaker Felicity Hallahan  

“I  Made Cheese” 
7 PM  at 

Mills and Petrie Memorial Gymnasium 

Public Library and the Parish Town 
Clerks office during regular busi-
ness hours. 

The PTHS extends a special 
thanks to the sponsors for the 2005 

(Continued on page 2) 

The first school in the town 
of Parish was built in 1808. It was 
a log cabin, built at a cost of 
$15.00.  Eventually 13 districts 
were established within the town. 

The Searles School was lo-
cated at the corner of Searles and 
Canfield Roads.  

Viola LaRock, Marion Linsler, 
Myrtle Morrison, Regina Sassen, 
Clara Ellison, Gladys Kolts are 
some of the teachers remembered. 

Former students recalled the 
teachers giving a gift of animal 
crackers at Christmas time. A fel-
low student checked his traps on 
the way to school and he arrived 
smelling of skunk. 

1– Irene Alger, ? August, ? August 
2- ? DeLong, ?, Earl Delong, Stanley 
Alger  3– Ruth Alger  (Dutch Hill) 

PTHS is looking for  
Your ideas on 

Future PTHS Trips!! 



If you are away from Parish 
these days and would like to purchase 
one and have it mailed, send a check 
made out to “Parish Town Historical 
Society” for  $8.30 for one or $16 for 
two copies.  Parish Town Historical 
Society attn: Gloria White, 296 White 
Road, Parish, NY 13131 
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The use of Grandma's apron 
was to protect the dress under-
neath, but along with that, it served 
as a holder for removing hot pans 
from the oven; it was wonderful 
for drying children's tears, and on 
occasion was even used for clean-
ing out dirty ears. 

From the chicken-coop the 
apron was used for carrying eggs, 
fussy chicks, and sometimes half-
hatched eggs to be finished in the 
warming oven. When company 
came those aprons were ideal hid-
ing places for shy kids; And when 
the weather was cold, grandma 
wrapped it around her arms. 

Those big old aprons wiped 
many a perspiring brow, bent over 
the hot wood stove. 

Chips and kindling wood 
were brought into the kitchen in 
that  apron. From the garden, it 
carried all sorts of vegetables.   
After the peas had been shelled it 
carried out the hulls. In the fall the 
apron was used to bring in apples 
that had fallen from the trees. 

When unexpected company 
drove up the road, it was surprising 
how much furniture that old apron 
could dust in a matter of seconds. 
When dinner was ready, Grandma 
walked out onto the porch, waved 
her apron, and the men knew it 
was time to come in from the 
fields to dinner.  

It will be a long time before 
someone invents something that 
will replace that "old-time apron" 
that served so many purposes.  

Grandma used to set her  
hot-baked apple pies on the      
window sill to cool.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Her granddaughters set 

theirs on the window sill to thaw. 

Grandma’s Apron 

calendar: East Coast Resorts, DG’s 
CandleLITE, and the American 
Legion Russell-Horning Post 601.  
Also, thanks to Scott Allardice for 
the superb photos that he provided 
of DG’s CandleLITE and the 
American Legion. 

You won’t want to 
miss out on this memory 
filled calendar.  There are so 
many exciting pictures of 
Parish’s rich history, includ-
ing pictures of the Altmar-
Parish Class of 1955; a 40’s 
soccer team full of names 
you will recognize;  Parish 
Elementary teachers in the 
50’s, just to mention a few.  

(Continued from page 1) 

Church services were held at the 
school. 

The last class to attend Sear-
les was in 1943. The sale of the 
schoolhouse was noted in 1950. It 
served as an outbuilding and was 
destroyed by fire in April 1985. 

The Parish Town Historical 
Society has compiled an oral his-
tory of the one room school-
houses. Former students and their 
families answered our call for sto-
ries and photographs of their days 
attending the country schools. 
The book is full of long forgotten 
pictures of students, teachers and 
the buildings. Although this book 

Hart Crosby and friend, a day of work 
with the threshing machine 

is not the definitive history of the 
country schools, many hours were 
spent looking through dusty min-
ute books and class lists trying to 
find as much information as    
possible about the schools.  

These books could be avail-
able to members at the Christmas 
Party on Wed., Dec. 8.   

Get your copy at the Parish 
Public Library Open House on 
Sat. Dec. 11; 1-4 PM. It will be 
available at the Parish Public   
Library, thereafter.  

For more information call the 
library at 625-7130 



THE NEWSLETTER DEADLINE  
  Please, submit information for your 

newsletter! 
Deadlines-  
     Jan. 23  for February issue 
     Apr. 23 for May issue 
     Aug 23 for September issue 
     Nov.. 23 for December issue 

  Always looking for suggestions.   
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Parish Mirror 
July  6, 1897 

An exchange says these are 
hard times.  We let timber 
rot and buy fencing.  We 
throw away ashes and buy 
soap.  We raise dogs and buy 
hogs.  We grow weeds and 
buy vegetables and brooms.  
We catch fish with a $4 rod.  
We build school houses and 
send our children to be edu-
cated away from home.  And 
lastly we send our boys out 
with a $40 gun and a $10 
dog to hunt ten cent game. 

Felicity Hallahan will be the 
guest speaker at the January 10th 
meeting  at the Mills and Petrie     
Memorial Gymnasium beginning at 7 PM. 

The presentation “I Made 
Cheese" shares the stories from the 
diaries of three members of the    
family of H. Douglas Barclay of    
Pulaski.  Known   locally as the Price 
Diaries, they begin in the 1860s with 
the daily writings of Anna Price 
Douglass (sic), whose detailed       
records fill the reader in on 30 years 
of life and people in the Town of 
Richland and beyond.  They are    
followed by diaries of her son Ike 
(Isaac), and then of his wife Martha, 
who continues the journals into the 
20th century.   

The program ranges from 
life on a Central New York farm 
during the Civil War, to the envi-
rons of New York City in the 
early 1900s.  The three characters 
are introduced and incidents from 
the diaries are related during the 
presentation, which is the result 
of the opportunity Felicity was 
given to read and edit the lives of 
a family which continues to be 
involved in their community, state 
and country to this day; readers 
may be aware that Doug Barclay 
and his wife DeeDee are presently 
in the   Central American nation 
of El Salvador, where he serves as 
U.S. ambassador.   

There is a new cov-
ered bridge being built in 
Boonville. The Erwin Park 
Covered Bridge when  
completed, the bridge will 
provide snowmobilers and 
pedestrians with a connec-

tion from the towpath to the 
park in Boonville.  

Bill and Linda McNa-
mara traveled north to see it 
on Friday, Nov. 26 and re-
turned with this photo.  . It is 
about 70 percent complete. 

Covered Bridge in Boonville 
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Taken from “Pondering the Past” 
American Legion Russell Horning Post # 601  Parish, NY 

 Russell J. Horning, for 
whom this post was named was 
born in 1894, the son of Herbert 
D. and Jessie Hanlin Horning.  He 
was drafted from Pulaski on No-
vember 21, 1917 and left for 
France with Co. A, 7th Infantry 
Division on April 7, 1918.  He 
took part in the battle of the Marne 
and Bealleau Woods.  On June 14, 

he went over the top in the early 
morning and was wounded in the 
shoulder and lost the sight of one eye 
from shrapnel. 
     Russell came back form 
France in September 1918 and was 
discharged November 26, 1918.  His 
wife Hazel E. Simmons, died in 1920. 
 Russell Horning died August 
20, 1920 and is buried in Bidwell 

Cemetery on Bidwell Road in the 
town of Parish. 
 Prime movers for a Legion 
Post in Parish were Owen House 
and Hadwin C. Fuller.  The tempo-
rary charter dated January 1, 1922 
and Owen House signed the appli-
cation.   The permanent charter was 
dated  August 18, 1923 with 30 
members. 

Original charter members were: 
 
Owen W. House  Clarke L. Stanton 
DeForest E. Phillips  Glen G. Harter 
John Dudley Howard  Frank Donovan 
Beryl H. Harter  Walter Montague 
George N. Steslman  Glen E. Walch 
Avery C. Dimon  Linus H. Menter 
Burr D. Simmons  Thomas Spedding 
Harold E. Payne  Claude R. Allen 
Fred Shelter    William R. Jarred 
Ralph N. Halter  Oscar Lifework 
Hadwin C. Fuller  Alvak P. Fellers 
Carlton D. Purdy  Floyd Simmons 
Merton B. Larrabee  Earl F. Church 
Theodore Hamilton  C.W. Dunn 
Stanley S. Ingalls  Gaige E. Foote 

What we are looking for with 
the Prestons, a mention in a church 
membership list, or a baptism re-
cord or something, for a man 
named Taylor Ebenezer Preston, or 
the man who may have been his 
father, Stillman Preston.  We know 
they came from Camden, and 
hopped over into Albion for  a bit in  
the 1840's, and then made their way 
into Parish, and then most likely 
back to Camden, and then out to 
Wisconsin by the 1860's. 

The Prestons ( and there are 
oodles of them in Camden, but we 
can't yet connect Taylor to them)  
were mostly Methodist, but there 
seems to be the possibility they 
were at some point also members of 
at least one Presbyterian church. 

My questions: 
1.)  How far back  do the Pres-

byterian or Methodist  church re-
cords in Parish go ( it would need to 
be at least 1850)If they do go back 
that far, 

    1a. Can they be searched? 
    1b.) If you have any lists of 

members, have you run across the 
Preston family , Stillman Preston, 
Mary his wife, or Taylor? 

If anything has been found or 
can be searched, what's the best 
way to get at the info--and I am 
more than willing to pay for copies, 
by the way.   

My e-mail address is:  nsiem-
bor@northnet.org 

Thanks so much for your time 
in this!  Natalie 

American Legion today, you will find this picture in the 
2005 PTHS calendar. 

Membership at 144 on Nov, 30, 2004  
 Commander Paul Cummings 
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“Twice burned out the Chester 
Murphy family is still living at the 
same location on Bangall Road, Parish, 
N.Y.  One fire was two days before 
Christmas December 23, 1944.  ….. 

"….  I was the little girl in kinder-
garten and my sister Barb was home 
with Grandpa. I made a copy for my 
sister Sharon.  Her entire wedding out-
fit went up in fire with the 2nd fire.  I'll 
never forget the first fire.  Harlow 
Owen was bringing me home from 
Kindergarten. We had half days 
then.  As we came over the hill, (I was 
in the front seat) he said to me - You're 
house is on fire.  I will have to put you 
in the barn with the animals until I get 

everyone home. Then I'll be back for 
you.  I had no idea where Barb or 
Gramp was and totally scared.  

The horses smelled the smoke 
and were so jittery. He did come 
back and take me to his house.  Mrs. 
Owen was mopping the floor.  It’s 
funny how things stay so vivid in 
your mind, even 60 years ago… 

….I remember sitting in that 
barn, looking out at the only window 
(in front of the scary horses) toward 
the burning home just crying 
my eyes out. I had no idea where 
Grandpa, Barb or Mom & Dad were 
at that time. I was just stuck in that 
barn for safety sake and left 

there. Later I learned they  were 
in Mexico finishing up Xmas 
shopping for us.  All our 
Xmas gifts they had previously 
bought  were hidden in the wash-
ing machine that of course also 
burned. 

Clarence and Marion Rice, 
our neighbors took us all in.  I 
remember Xmas morning, Marion 
(who much later became my 
mother-in-law) had a gray stuffed 
elephant sitting on the piano for 
me. That was the only present I 
got that year. Barb got a small 
doll.” 

Venita Murphy Ackley 

Millard Henderson took apart 
Minnie Nile’s Tea House which was lo-
cated on East Main Street.  He  used por-
tions of the former tea house to construct 
the Candlelight Cottage on South Rail-
road Street, where there once were fields 
and fields of green beans.  The green 
bean field supplied the canning factory 
just down the road.   

Leo and Betty Heistman Dunham 
had the first wedding reception at the 
Candlelight Cottage on June 5, 1948. 

Marlene Henderson Cook remem-
bers this story told many times.  Millard 
had sold the Candlelight and his wife 
Beatrice Hawley Henderson asked him 
to invite the entire Henderson family in 
for one last meal together.  She prepared 
a huge meal, no one came.  Millard for-
got to extend the invitation! 

Louie DeGarmo hauled stones for 
the fire place from the Salmon River 
Falls.  The original bar was created using 

the railing from the tea house.  
There was a clown painting 
on the wall behind the bar for 
years, the painter stopped by 
the restaurant and left that 
with the Longley’s.  Vicki 
Longley Selbe has the painting 
in her possession today. 

Proprietors have been George 
and Harriet Longley, Daniel and Joan 
Longley, Mark and Sue Anderson, 
Phil and Kim Ferrara and presently 
Dan Godard and Marge Pupello. 

Gretchen Harter Sayer remem-
bers the first time she went to the 
Candlelight for dinner.  She recalls 
that it was in the spring of ‘47.  She 
was home for the weekend and Chet 
took her there as it was newly 
opened.  She remembers the relish 
tray of carrots, celery and olives and 
they both thought the French Onion 

soup was wonderful and , of 
course, the sherbet served at the 
end of the meal.  Mrs. Henderson 
came in several times to see if all 
was well.  She can remember ex-
actly where they sat. 

Jean Woodman Nellis re-
members Mrs. Viola Howard and 
Mrs. Alice  Rhinehart as wait-
resses and they wore flowered 
aprons that matched the flower 
curtains at the windows  of the 
Candlelight. 

“The Candlelight Cottage 
has been a popular restaurant since 
its inception about 1946.”  -- Pon-
dering the Past 
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An Immutable Law. 

“Variety’s the spice of life;” 
You cannot rearrange it, 

Even a hundred-dollar bill 
Is no good till you change it. 

—Washington Star 
 

- Read Becker’s change. 
- Hop pickers are returning. 
- Rider sells a 6 ½ foot whip for 25¢ 
- A heavy frost visited this section Tuesday 

night. 
- Mr. and Mrs. W.D. Merriam attended  the 

Phoenix Fair, Wednesday 
- Mrs. R.W. Slayton, of Tully,  is passing a 

few days with Mr. and Mrs. Sep House 
- Mrs. Andrew DeWolf has been quite sick 

with lagrippe for the past week, but is on 
the gain. 
- You can get Photographs that will please 

you.  Dunwick is in town Wednesdays. 
- Miss Carrie Mitchell, of Dutch Hill spent 

Saturday and Sunday with Melissa 
DeWolf. 
- The village was visited by a cloud of 

smoke, Monday, owing to fire in woods 
north of here. 
- Rev. W.F. Purington, of Frankfort has 

been spending a few days with Mr. and 
Mrs. B.C. Purington. 
- Optician T. Gilbert will be at Mrs. 

Hicks’, in the Mirror building, on Nov. 7th.  
Examinations free. 
- Any one wishing to buy a nice, snug, six-

year-old, gray mare, weight about 900 
pounds, will find what they want at Ben 
Purington’s. 
- The little infant daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 

R.E. Borst, who has been suffering a severe 
illness for some time, is improving slowly. 
- FOR SALE— A good lady’s bicycle—  

“the dutchess.”  Good as new and will 
be sold at a bargain.  Enquire at this 
office. 
- The best medicine you can take is 

that which builds a solid foundation 
for health in pure, rich blood—
Hood’s Sarsaparilla. 
- Mr. and Mrs. S.D. Petigrue and 

little daughter, of Hannibal, NY, 
were guests of I.B. Niles and family 
from Monday and Tuesday. 
- James Gray, of Colosse is again 

circulating one thousand large bills, 
notifying his patrons of the wonder-
ful bargains to found at his store. 
- Frank Henderson is making quite 

extensive repairs to his home.  Ben 
Purington has charge of the carpen-
ter work, assisted by Ed Brown and 
others. 
- Now is the time for plush robes.  

You can find what you want at 
Rider’s. 
- The Ladies’ Aid society will serve 

a New England Dinner in the Town 
Hall, Thursday, Sept. 29th.  Each 
member is requested to bake as they 
will not be solicited. 
-  Mrs. E. J. Beebe, of Syracuse, 

who has been spending the last 
month as a guest to the families of 
Mrs. Helen M. Jackson and Irving 
B. Niles, returned home Monday. 
- Mrs. C.F. Trowbridge entertained 

a large number of lady friends at ten 
Friday P.M., in honor of Mrs. Boyd 
and Miss Moore, of Camden who 
have been visiting in town. 
- Mrs. Jennie Boyd and Miss Kittie 

Moore, of Camden, who have been 
visiting in town. 
- Platino finished Photographs cost 

no more that any good Photo.  Call 
and see samples.  Gallery open 
every Wednesday. 

- The little fellows base ball 
nine from Central Square 
played a game with the Ackley 
Stars, at this place, Saturday, 
and the latter won by a score of 
35 to 20.  Several spectators 
witnessed the game and report it 
very amusing. 
- Invitations are out for the an-

nual Harvest Party, to be held at 
the Snell House, Colosse, Fri-
day evening, Sept. 10th.  Tick-
ets including supper, $1.00.  
Beley’s full orchestra will fur-
nish music.  A good time antici-
pated. 
- Charles Allen, who enlisted 

several months ago with the 
65th regiment, N.Y.V., arrived 
in town, Tuesday, and will en-
joy a thirty days’ furlough with 
his parents, Mr. and Mrs. H. 
Allen, in the eastern part of the 
town. 
- The lot east of Joselyn & 

Owen’s store, owned by O.V. 
Davis, of Pulaski, has been pur-
chased by H.F. Graves.  The 
barn back of the store has also 
been purchased, and will be 
moved on to the lot and will 
receive extensive repairs. 
- DeWitt’s Witch Hazel Salve 

has the largest sale of any Salve 
in the world.  This fact and its 
merit has led dishonest people 
to attempt to counterfeit it.  
Look out for the man who at-
tempts to deceive you when you 
call for DeWitt’s Witch Hazel 
Salve, the great pile cure.   Em-
mett Lewis. 
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Originally named Fritz’s 
Pond Campground The first owners 
of East Coast Resorts of America  
(ECRA) were Bob Law 
(construction) Daryl Johnston (real 
estate development) and DeForest 
Hale (doctor). It’s my understand-
ing their original plans for the prop-
erty were cross county skiing in the 
winter and golf in the summer, but 
then switched to the campground. 
 The first clubhouse, infra-
structure (water, sewer, electric, 
roads) and some sites were built in 
1975. They then built a pool, a few 
more sites, and an open pavilion. It 
was primarily a seasonal-site camp-
ground. Bob’s wife ran the store 
and reservations. Daryl made 
smaller improvements, and Bob did 
any major excavation. DeForest 
“the money man,”  more of  a silent 
partner (and also Bob’s brother in 
law.) 
 They sold the property to 
East Coast Resorts of America on 
April 1, 1988. Three owners of 
ECRA were Pat Hartough, Mark 
Anderson and Fabian Russell. They 
(we) converted to a members only 
concept and joined “Coast to 
Coast” a network of 400 other 
members only campresorts nation-
wide. Pat did advertising and mar-
keting, Mark did new member sales 
and Fabian did operations and ad-
ministration. All three shared in re-
sort development and maintenance. 
 We added RV rentals for 
customers who don’t own RV’s in 
the first year. In 1994 we added 
park model cabins and in 2004 ce-
dar lodges to our rentals. We had to 
do a major upgrade to the sewer 

system in 1995 
that would ac-
commodate ex-
pansion plans that 
year as well as 
handle future 
growth opportuni-
ties.  
 From the 
site of the original 
outdoor pavilion 
we began con-
struction of our 
main clubhouse 
between 1990 and 
1994. A second 
larger family pool 
was added. We 
also added new sites in 1995. The 
original dirt road and other new 
ones have either been paved or 
graveled over the years.  Parking 
facilities and better access and exit 
roads, too. 
 In 1999 plans were laid for 
Pat Hartough to leave. And the 
same came true for Mark Anderson 
in 2004. Shawn Russell joined Fa-
bian in 2004 leaving her paralegal 
job in Syracuse, although she had 
over ten years prior experience in 
various capacities at ECRA. 
 The company’s philosophy 
and business practice has always 
been to expand and improve mem-
ber benefits. There is a full compli-
ment of activities including age ori-
ented group activities, free live en-
tertainment, seasonal and theme 
weekends. There is a café which 
began operating in 1990 which now 
is open to non-members in the win-
ter season. 
There’s also fishing, boating, horse-

shoes, bingo, miniature golf, hiking, 
snowmobiling and more. There is a 
store on site, as well as a laundro-
mat. During prime season we pro-
vide 24 hour security – most impor-
tant to all since 9/11. 
 We now have a full time 
customer service department so that 
our members have help accessing  
hundreds of top quality luxurious 
condominium locations – a new 
benefit recently added. We have 
also become a cruise agent for all 
the major cruise lines. We also pro-
vide discounted travel for hotels, 
car rentals, restaurants, and airlines. 
 Our goal is to provide so 
much value and savings to our 
members that it more than offsets 
the investment cost of a member-
ship. When you add to that the 
priceless value of spending quality 
time with family and friends, either 
traveling or in the great outdoors, 
we believe we have met that goal.     
  

Bass Lake at East Coast Resorts of America 
Fabian and Shawn Russell 
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