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DUES ARE DUE IN JANUARY 
Membership dues need to be     

renewed in January 2002 
Always accepting new members, too! 
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Upcoming 
Parish Town 

Historical Society 

Dec. 17 —                         
Annual Christmas Party 

No regular meeting 

CHRISTMAS PARTY DETAILS: 
Date: December 12 
PLACE: Village Gym 
TIME: 7:00 PM 
Punch will be provided. Everyone 
should just bring a dish to pass.  
Gift exchange: Bring a present that 
costs $3 or less, with a theme of red, 
white and blue!!!  
 
ADMISSION TO THE PARTY IS 
A CAN OF SOMETHING TO BE 
DONATED TO THE FOOD PAN-
TRY. 

Jan. 9–regular meeting  6:30 PM 
We will continue working on our 
pamphlet tour of the village 

   Where is your favorite place in 
Oswego County? 
   If we took a survey we would 
probably get many different an-
swers. The Parish Writer's Group 
took a survey of sorts and there 
were several different answers. 
   At the November meeting of 
the Parish Town Historical Soci-
ety, the Parish Writers Group 
read the essays they authored on 
this topic to members and guests 

(Continued on page 4) 

There are approximately only 25 of the Parish Town Historical Society 2002 
calendars still available.  If you would like to purchase one or more, stop by 
at the Parish Public Library or contact a member. 
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   I have photos of myself, my mother, 
my maternal grandmother, and mater-
nal great-grandmother taken when 
each of us were in our late teens or 
early '20s. They are all different sizes, 
but in fairly good condition. I scanned 
them and then used paint to touch 
them up and change orientation. I used 
Adobe Photoshop to crop and change 
the sizes so that they were uniform. 
Then I printed them on archival photo 
paper, matted them as a group and 
framed them. I know my mother will 
be delighted with her Christmas pre-
sent.  
Karen Wolzanski  
Family Calendar 
   My genealogy software allows me to 
make calendars, so I plan on honoring 
ancestors by using a picture of them 
on individual pages of a twelve-month 
calendar. I will give them as gifts to 
relatives this year.                Pat Har-
tung 
Family Christmas Tree 
   I am creating a family tree for 
Christmas - literally. At my local Dol-

lar store, I found miniature antique pic-
ture frames (3 for $1). I have scanned 
and printed appropriate size photos of 
my entire family, including all the an-
cestors I have pictures of. Add a hanger 
to each picture frame, and I have orna-
ment-sized photos to hang on my 
Christmas tree this season. The whole 
family is excited about seeing this 
year's "family tree."  
Sharon Buckley Texas 
From 8mm To VHS  
I'm having some 8mm movies from the 
1950s transferred to VHS format as a 
Christmas gift for my husband. I have 
no idea what's on the film, I will be as 
surprised as he is. There is three hun-
dred feet of film and the first tape will 
cost about $40. Depending on what's on 
the film, I will have additional tapes 
made at $4 each for his mother, sister, 
and two grown children.              Pam 
Williams 
Holiday Newsletters 
   I have accumulated a real stash of 
holiday newsletters, many passed on to 
me by relatives who had saved them for 

years. I have found them to be invaluable 
in reconstructing what went on in vari-
ous branches of the family over the last 
twenty or thirty years. Besides births, 
deaths, and weddings, they tell about 
lives and activities, interests and disap-
pointments, and put life into the dead 
data.                                   Alece Egan 
 Family History Flash Cards and Al-
bums for Children 
   I took an album of photos and docu-
ments and a hand-drawn family tree 
when visiting grandchildren. Even the 
seven-year-old learned to recognize 
many relatives and where they fit in the 
tree. We ended up making a flash-card-
like game that she loved doing. Next is 
to make a small album for each grand-
child, using a scanner, and adding to it 
from time to time. I just use three-ring 
binders. If they want to decorate it, they 
can.  
Alece Egan 
Family Newsletters, Memoirs, and 
Cookbooks 
   A few years ago a cousin of mine 

(Continued on page 4) 

side now. Would like to find the 
Cemetery. As I told you I have a 
picture of the Crosby lot and cannot 
read the other names on the little 
headstones.  
The Jocelyns are buried at Pleasant 
Lawn so maybe so are the 
Crosby's. 
I will be grateful for all your help. 
Thank-you,  
Kristi Parker  
kparker@pgtv.net  
 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
We are looking into the Gates fam-
ily tree in Parish, Ny. Please let us 
know how we may obtain family 
history information. There may also 
be information under Myers. If you 
know how we can obtain any county 
records that may be available it 
would also be appreciated .  
Thank You,  

  Looking for any information on a 
George Lewis Jennings born in Altmar, 
Oswego Co 1870's, married Mary Miller 
(date?)This Jennings family has me up  
against a brick wall now for 3yrs. This is 
my mothers maiden name and the family 
isn't helpful with any info. Have their 
children's names, Mary, Kate, Leon, 
George II (my grandfather) Francis, Al-
berta. Any help will be greatly and deeply 
appreciated. Thank-you in advance. 
Sincerely, Elizabeth "Joy" Whyte 
Long Beach, Ca. 90815 
 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
   If you could look for any info on the 
surname Crosby and Jocelyn. All of 
the Crosby's that lived in Parish were 
my Family.As far back as I have got 
so far was William Crosby and he had 
nine children. My GGGrand father 
Whitman married Helen Jocelyn, 
They moved to Missouri,where I re-

Mark Gates  Lishanddianne@aol.com  
 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
I am not sure if you do look-ups. If you do, 
could you check to see if you have any re-
cords of a John Reed Molloy who taught 
school in Parish sometime between 1845-
1855. According to the book Pioneer Irish of 
Onondaga county,, he taught in Parish before 
becoming an attorney in Syracuse. I can not 
definitely find him before the 1860 census, 
and if you had records it might help. He was 
born in Ireland in 1830 or 1832, his mother 
died at birth and his father died shortly after 
arriving in the country in the early 1830's. 
John was raised by relatives? in Oswego 
county, and paid for law school by 
teaching. I hope you can help me. 
 

Sincerely, Kristine Molloy-Guptill 
kguptill@ocs.cnyric.org 
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     Got lots of family photos just ly-
ing around? Then tell the stories  
behind them in a Memory Album at 
HallmarkStories.com -- it's easy to  
do, just logon, upload your photos, 
and tell the real story behind  

As remembered by Gretchen 
Harter Sayer— The Watson 
Building— first known as the 
Bliss Building. 
 Herbert and Rose Bliss 
had a hardware store there— 
 Mr. Brennen bought the 
hardware and sold it to Al and 
Erma Graham.  When they built 
the new hardware store (Brad 

and Elaine Updyke are the pre-
sent owners: Parish Hardware), 
the old store became the Cran-
dall Pharmacy.  Later Nancy 
Turner Watson bought the 
building and it became a Real 
Estate Office and two apart-
ments downstairs.   
 Attorney, Stephen Ar-
nold had an office there at one 

time, followed by a craft store. 
 Years ago, the entire up-
stairs was a lovely apartment, 
rented by Loyal and Edith 
McNeil.  It had a beautiful 
screened in porch facing east, 
on the top floor. 

THE NEWSLETTER DEADLINE  
  Please, submit information for your 

newsletter! 
Deadlines-  
     Jan. 23  for February issue 
     Apr. 23 for May issue 
     Aug 23 for September issue 
     Nov.. 23 for December issue 
 
  Always looking for suggestions.   

Photos by Historian, Bridget Swartz 
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passed away. I learned that he was a 
coach at a park that one of my close 
friend's children play at. I heard 
about a few other things he was in-
volved in or things he had done to 
help other people.  
   With this in mind, I started a fam-
ily newsletter to be distributed at our 
reunion. I started doing a page on 
each family's last name. However, I 
noticed people were just reading 
about their own families and not 
everyone else's. So, the next year I 
decided to put headings only. Such 
as, jobs, cars, homes. Now I have 
expanded again. With my new com-

(Continued from page 2) puter I am able to add pictures along 
with stories. I have added gradua-
tions, weddings, proms, and every-
thing else the family sends me.  
   This past year I started a 
"Memories and Cookbook." Every-
one sent me their favorite recipes 
and their favorite memory. I did a 
page for couples and individuals and 
included their picture. I put them in 
protector sheets and then in a three-
ring binder. The binder has a clear 
sheet pocket on the front and back. I 
scanned and made black and white 
(of course, that was the original 
color) pictures of my great-
grandfather and great-

grandmother—one in the front and the 
other on the back. It was a great suc-
cess. Using a binder, I can continue to 
add pages every year for generations to 
come. 
Martha Beserra , CA  
 

Copyright © 1998-2001, MyFamily.com Inc. 
and its subsidiaries.), "Ancestry Daily 
News" (http://www.ancestry.com/dailynews) 

Daily News" (http://
www.ancestry.com/dailynews)  

of the historical society. 
   In their writings members of 
the writers group took us to the 
Case Wall, Pine Grove, The 
Oswego County Fair, the Tug 
Hill Tourathon, Rice Creek, an 
old cemetery, and to their own 
haymow. Each author gave 
their account of their love of 
each place in their own special 

style. Some made us laugh, some 
made us sad and some made us 
remember a special moment in 
our own lives. 
   The Parish Writer's Group is 
sponsored by a Decentralization 
Grant from the New York State 
Council on the Arts, adminis-
tered locally by Arts & Cultures 
for Oswego County. They are 

lead by Felicity Hallahan. They 
meet weekly for two six-week 
sessions. Their members come 
from many different areas. 
   In 2002 the group will explore 
the World War II homefront in 
Oswego County. The PTHS 
would certainly enjoy a return 
visit by the Parish Writer's 
Group.  

Photo from Historian, Bridget Swartz 



Excerpt from “Echoes of Parish Past” 
    … In 1940, Dr. Hollis decided to study a 
medical specialty in medical school in New 
York City.  He persuaded Dr. William 
Merrill to take his place while he was away. 
    After finishing his studies, Dr. Hollis did-
n’t return to general practice.  Dr. Merrill 
decided he would stay in Parish and serve 
the people. 
   Dr. Merrill wanted to have a bigger house 
and office.  In 1948 he built new house and 
office in  a former apple orchard a quarter of 
a mile down the street. 
   He continued to practice medicine until 
1975.  He was a beloved in the Parish area.  
After he retired, the Parish Town Park was 
dedicated in his honor. 

.Dr. William E. Merrill Jr., 92, 
of Sheridan, Wyo., formerly of 
Parish, died Monday. Born in 
Nichols, he was a 1931 
graduate of Bucknell Univer-
sity and 1935 graduate of the 
University of Rochester. He 
was the only doctor in Parish 
for 41 years. His first wife, the 
former Dorothy Holbrook, died 
in 1971; his second wife, the 
former Katherine Showalter, 
died in 1989. Survivors: A 

son, John of Sheridan, Wyo.; 
two grandchildren; two great-
grandchildren. Services: 
Were in Sheridan. Kane Fu-
neral Home, Sheridan, has 
arrangements. Contributions: 
Dr. William E. Merrill Town 
Park, in care of Parish Com-
munity Recreation Commit-
tee, Mary Lou Guindon, 2885 
E. Main St., Parish 13131.  

 

Sorry to hear about Dr. 
Merrill. It's kind of weird, I 
guess we were like the last 
generation to actually have 
a small town doctor. I re-
member him coming to our 
house to see us when we 
were too sick to make it 
down Main street or coming 
to the Elementary School to 
give us our shots (a day we 
all really looked forward to!). 
I truly miss the days when 
life was so much less com-
plicated and stressful. I think 
that was the best thing 
about growing up in Parish. 

Photo from Verna Coe 



Parish Town Historical Society 
Newsletter 

Attn.:  Linda McNamara 
P.O. Box 145 
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Parish Town Historical Society  
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