
As a young man, in the 20’s, Harry 
“Carl” Jennings owned his own truck, an 
“International”, of course.  He drove 
around the area collecting cheese from 
factories in the small towns like Amboy, 
Colosse, Dugway, Lowville, Parish, and 
Port Leydon.  He would then deliver the 
cheese to Syracuse on Erie Boulevard 

(Continued on page 6) 
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    May 9: 7:00 pm Village Gym. 
Annual meeting. Elections will be 
held. Part of the meeting will be a 
work 
session for a poster board to be used 
at the fair and art festival on the 
events of 9-11. 
 
June 15th: Parish Art Festival. The 
Parish Town Historical Society will 
be represented at the Art Festival. At 
the May meeting we will be schedul-
ing times for members to cover our 
booth. 
 
July 1-6: Oswego County Fair, 
Sandy Creek. Once again 
the historical society is planning a 
display in the Heritage Building. 
The theme of our display will be 
Veterans. If you have anything that 
can be used please contact Bridget 
Swartz, 625-7833. Arrangements 
can be 
made for drop off or pick up if it is 
needed. Members will be needed to 

   As Town Clerk one of my re-
sponsibilities is to perform gene-
alogy researches.  I feel very for-
tunate that I have been entrusted 
with these wonderful records of 
our history when conducting re-
searches.  What a marvelous 
treasure and adventure I have 
experienced.   
   I have traced my roots to 1790-

(Continued on page 3) 

Any one who has information on 
their family, that they would like in-
cluded in the family tree files of the 
Parish Town Historian, may submit 
them to Bridget Swartz, PTH; PO 

Box 195; Parish, NY 13131 or drop it 
off at the Parish Town Office. 

Microfilm viewer 

Any year  Parish or Altmar-Parish-
Williamstown  yearbook 

East Main Street- 
GW Ludington’s Dwelling 
Electa Pickens 
Town hall 
Hotel 
PD Edicks 
Allen Rulisons 
3rd Maple tree west of cheese fac-
tory 
Chas Wightman 
LD Pickens dooryard 
North Main St. 
GW Ludington 

(Continued on page 2) 
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photo are unknown to me. I know 
that Eunice and George Rider be-
longed to a Temperance organiza-
tion, and I wonder if the garden 
photo might not have been a gather-
ing of that membership? I have the 
membership certificate somewhere 

  In the garden photo, No. 1 is 
Eunice Harter, wife of George 
Dennis Rider. I have no way of 
knowing, but I wonder if 3 and 4 
might not have been sisters of 
Eunice? Other than as stated 
above, the others in the garden 

CE Barney’s Building 
Kirch Hotel 
George Mosher’s 
Carrie Hagelm’s Milliner Store 
Towbridge Bld 
Bakers Meat Market 
Carley buildings 
Harter’s Store 
JS Ludington 
Eurila LeClair 
Houghton 
Harrett Ackeleys 
JH Miller 
Maria Witherells 
A Davey 
Dan Sobles 
Mr. Sherman 

(Continued from page 1) Hotel (well in front of) 
Orlo Rider 
Abram Petrie 
Putman Rider horsebarn 

Mill Street (40 ft wide) 
Begin – E. Main 
LD Pickens (barn near bridge) 
AC Brockway’s Chair Fac-
tory 
Type Factory 
Grist Mill 
Church Street 
John Kirch 
JW Schumakers cigar shop 
LD Snell’s hotel 
Casler Store 
Electa Pickens 

Wm Carley 
W RR Street 
AW Gillisfies 
JW Bliss 
Johne Kirch  
WH Baker 
Addey Fobes 
ME Parsonage 
Sally Ann David 
J La Croix 
Depot 
Pierce Zarrie 
Cemetary 
Cemetary Street 
John Sampsons 
Rider Street  
Town  Hall 

in my archive. I hope someone else 
has these photos and can identify the 
unknown persons.  

Don  Blankman 
Contact the PTHS with information 
 

H Fovrro Store 
Edick street 
From Cheese Factory- 
On E Main 

Union Street 
Beg– Church St 
East wing John Kirch house 
Bliss well 
School House 
Lynch House 
End– Rider Street 
N Railroad St 
Beg N Main 
Fritts & Sunran-house 
Randy Richard’s Wagon 
Shop-  

(Continued on page 6) 



the United States.  What great ac-
complishments they have 
achieved from receiving a Provi-
sional Charter from the State of 
New York Education Dept., pro-
duced a book of the Town’s His-
tory, produces yearly historical 
picture calendars, produces a bi-
monthly newsletter to hosting 
presentations and field trips.  The 
Parish Town Historical Society 
keeps everyone connected to our 
history. 
   It doesn’t matter if you were 
born and raised here or migrated 
in, you seem to establish roots 
without even trying.  It’s a place 
where everyone seems to know 
everyone by first name and it’s a 

Now that 2001 is history, how did it 
compare to 1901? Here are a few items 
of interest from the "first year of the 
last century": 
 

The average life expectancy in the 
United States was 47. 
 

Only 14% of the homes in the United 
States had a bathtub. 
 

Only 8% of the homes had a telephone 
and a three minute call from Denver to 
New York City cost eleven dollars. 
 

There were only 8,000 cars in the US 
and 144 miles of paved roads.  
 

The maximum speed limit in most cit-
ies was 10 mph. 
 

Alabama, Mississippi, Iowa, and Ten-
nessee were each more heavily popu-
lated than California. California with a 
mere 1.4 million residents, was only 
the twenty-first most populous State in 
the Union. 
The tallest structure in the world was 
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England from our records.  As I 
research every ancestor I know 
there is a story to be told.  What 
struggles and triumphs did each 
generation face?  What stories 
were there to unfold?  If only 
someone had written and left a 
journal behind to connect us to 
our past.  Those that migrated 
from England, what hardships 
did they endure when traveling 
on their voyage to America? 
   Even though some of those 
questions will never be an-
swered.  It is important to learn 
from our mistakes. Take a few 
minutes and write down impor-
tant events, make mention of a 

special day or a thought that just 
makes you smile.  Identify names 
and dates on the back of photo-
graphs.  Our seniors are also in-
valuable sources of information.  
Take a moment and listen to them 
or have them write down a story 
or a fond memory.  This informa-
tion will be valuable for genera-
tions to come. 
   We also have a wonderful his-
torical society that has made a 
commitment to protecting, pre-
serving and enhancing our local 
history.  The Parish Town His-
torical Society began in 1996 with 
about 10 members and today has 
about 54 members from all over 

Most women only washed their hair 
once a month and used borax or egg 
yolks for shampoo. 
 

Canada passed a law prohibiting poor 
people from entering the Country 
for any reason, either as travelers or 
immigrants. 
 

The five leading causes of death in the 
US were: 
    1. Pneumonia and influenza 2. Tu   
berculosis 3. Diarrhea 4. Heart disease 
5. Stroke 
 

The American flag had 45 stars. Ari-
zona, Oklahoma, New Mexico, Hawaii 
and Alaska hadn't been admitted to the 
Union yet. 
 

The population of Las Vegas, Nevada, 
was thirty. The remote desert 
community  was inhabited by only a 
handful of ranchers and their families. 
 

Plutonium, insulin, and antibiotics 

(Continued on page 6) 

the Eiffel Tower. 
 

The average wage in the US was 
twenty-two cents an hour. 
 

The average US worker made be-
tween $200 and $400 per year. 
 

A competent accountant could ex-
pect to earn $2000 per year, a dentist 
$2500  per year, a veterinarian be-
tween $1500 and $4000 per year and 
a mechanical engineer about $5000 
per year. 
 

More than 95% of all births in the 
United States took place at home. 
 

Ninety percent of all US physicians 
had no college education. Instead, 
they attended medical schools, many 
of which were condemned in the 
press and by the government as 
"substandard." 
 

Sugar cost four cents a pound, eggs 
were fourteen cents a dozen, and cof-
fee cost fifteen cents a pound. 
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   Our sister village of Parish, by 
vote of the taxpayers 228 to 30 are 
to have a new  $135,000 School 
building. 
   Bonds will be issued and retired 
$1,000 annually for the first five 
years, $2,000 a year for the next 
five years, $3,000 the next 10 years, 
and $4,000 for the next 10, and 
$5,000 for the last 10 years of the 
40 year period.  Max Umbreche, 
Syracuse architect, prepared the 
plans for the building which have 
been approved by the State Depart-
ment of Education. 
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     If I had to select one memory 
of my Parish School Days, it 
would be of Principal Caryl Ad-
ams. In this day and age he would 
be Superintendent Adams, but he 
was "Prof. "  to us 
He was a kind , wonderful , car-
ing and fun loving man. I really 
believe his philosophy might have 
been" learning through fun" 
     One memory stands out from 
many. The Friday Assembly was 
really something.  Of course we 
had announcements, news, an-
nouncements of a prize of a half 
day vacation from school if the 
pupil attendance was high that 
month. How we worked for that, 
little realizing it was his way of 

making sure we would be  
in school each day and the school 
would get a great deal of State 
Aid. 
     But the most fun came next. 
One week the students and teach-
ers would have a skit where the 
teachers were the kids and the 
kids, the teachers. It was all in fun 
and never done cruelly, Believe 
me, you learned a lot about your-
self. 
     Sometimes Prof. taught us 
cheers and songs from his cheer-
ing leading days at Syracuse Uni-
versity He had lots of fun pretend-
ing to pull a hair from his head 
and balance it on his finger 
around the stage. He would pre-

tend to swallow goldfish 
( they were carrot slivers in a 
goldfish bowl floating in wa-
ter.  He taught us to laugh in-
nocently ( another forgotten 
skill). 
     Prof. Adams was a re-
spected, much loved man. He 
taught us many values and to 
face life with a laugh. 
     We were crushed when in 
1944, he left Parish to accept 
a principalship at Whitney 
Point. Lucky Whitney Point!  
 

Gretchen Harter Sayer 

     The Parish/APW Alumni Banquet 
will be held on June 1 at 6:30 PM at 
the APW High School Gymnasium.  
The social time will begin at 6:30 
PM with dinner following. 
     Melodie Schuyler will be prepar-
ing a family style meal along with 
the assistance of students from the 
APW high school.  The dinner  will 
consist of seasoned beef tips and sea-
soned boneless chicken, garden 
salad, mashed potatoes with gravy; 
California veggies, bread and 
brownie desert and beverages. 
     Golden Plus Alumni will be 
graduates up to and including the 
class of 1952.  Golden Alumni will 
be the class of 1952 and the Silver 
Alumni is the class of 1977.  Other 
honored classes will be those ending 
with 2 and 7.  These honored years 
will be featured in a slide presenta-

tion of memories. 
     The class with the largest percent-
age of attendees will have their class 
year added to the plaque 
     The guest speaker this year will be 
the 1969 graduate, Tom Waterman. 
     Tom joined the Navy after gradu-
ating and retired in 2000.  He is cur-
rently residing in Sherwood, Oregon 
with his wife of 24 years, Barbara.  
Tom is employed with INTEL Corpo-
ration as a Facilities manager.  He is 
also enrolled as a student at Portland 
Community College working toward 
his degree in Electronic/Mechanical 
Specialties.  Tom enjoys the outdoors, 
following the NASCAR circuit and 
tinkering with his '86 corvette.  
     In his 30 years with the Navy, he 
lived in Maryland, Maine, Hawaii, 
Oregon, Connecticut, Washington, 
DC, Washington.  Tom served duty in 

Destroyer Rogers and submarines 
Alexander Hamilton, Trepang, 
Alabama, Henry M. Jackson and 
Nevada.  
     Tom held numerous positions in 
communications, electronic repair 
and people management.  In his 
last position prior to retiring, he 
served as the US Navy's Senior 
Enlisted for the states of Alaska, 
Washington and Oregon. 
     For the dinner and entertain-
ment there will be a $12 per person 
donation required.  To make your 
reservations contact Sharon DeNio 
House; 33 Easy Street; Parish, NY 
13131 or call 625-7641.  Make 
checks payable to “Parish/APW 
Alumni Association.”  Remember 
to include your graduation year 
with all correspondence. 
 
 



hadn't been discovered yet. Scotch 
tape, crossword puzzles, canned beer 
and iced tea hadn't been invented. 
 

There was no Mother's Day or Fa-
ther's Day. 
 

One in ten US adults couldn't read or 
write. Only 6% of all Americans had  
graduated from high school. 
 

Marijuana, heroin, and morphine were 
all available over the counter at corner 
drugstores. 

(Continued from page 3) 

THE NEWSLETTER DEADLINE  
  Please, submit information for your 

newsletter! 
Deadlines-  
     Jan. 23  for February issue 
     Apr. 23 for May issue 
     Aug 23 for September issue 
     Nov.. 23 for December issue 
 

  Always looking for suggestions  
and articles   

 Parish—The 2nd annual Junior Prize Speak-
ing contest was conducted in three sections 
of seven contestants each this week at the 
Parish school.  Twenty-one students signed 
up under the direction of Mrs. Jessie Brock-
way and have undergone several weeks of 
intensive training by various members of the 
faculty. 
  The three groups involved spoke at special 
assemblies Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 
of this week at 2:45 p.m.  The following are 
the contestants and the days on which they 
appeared. Prizes were given for first and sec-
ond place in both the girls’ and boys’ con-
tests but the winners have not yet been 
named. 
  Girls—Wednesday (1) Sarah Chorley, Con-
nie LaRock, Barbara Baker, Carol House, 
Evelyn House, Evelyn Rice, Grace Owens 
and Nettie Wilbur. 

  Girls—Thursday (II), Irene Smith, 
Marian Dayger, Janice Woodman, Flor-
ence Henderson, Gladys Dayger, Kath-
leen Crim and Isabelle Forbes. 
  Boys—Friday, (III), Ray House, James 
Huggins, Joseph Henderson, Laurence 
Lewis, William Popp and Thomas 
Harter. 
  Congressman Hadwin C. Fuller turned 
teacher for a day when he appeared to 
special invitation in several social stud-
ies classes at the Parish High School 
branch of the Altmar-Parish Central 
school.  He demonstrated to the students 
the mechanics of floor procedure in sev-
eral important and interesting instances 
involving the business of the house.  
Students had prepared a number of ques-
tions which Mr. Fuller ably and clearly 
dismissed. 

  nearest bridge 
Type Factory 
Grist Mill 
J Graves 
Bing DeWolf orchard 

(Continued from page 2) 

where it was placed in cold storage to be 
distributed when needed. 

When it came time to travel back 
north he would return with groceries to 
be delivered to stores in Amboy, Colosse 
and Parish to replenish their shelves. 
Carl married Agnes Stanton August 2, 
1930.  They began their life together on 
North Railroad Street with about 300 
acres. The original property has been 
split up and sold off.  Scott and Kathy 
Allardice and family presently own the 
original Jennings homestead.  The milk 
house remains with living quarters built 
on top of it many years ago. 

In 1941, Carl began a dairy at the age 
of 34.  He owned 25 to 30 cows. He pas-
teurized and bottled the milk himself in 
the milk house behind the family home. 
Roswel Mowers worked for the Jennings 
Dairy from about 1943 to 1948.  Carl’s 
wife, Agnes still remembers washing 
those bottles out by hand in the first 
years, until they were able to purchase a 
machine that washed and rinsed the 

(Continued from page 1) many bottles. 
The milk was put up in glass bottles 

with cardboard tops.  Some of those bot-
tles had a special round area at the top of 
the bottle where the cream would rise 
and settle there and you would pour off 
the cream for coffee, or whipping and 
other baking uses.  There were a number 
of bottles inscribed with  

“A wise old owl sat in the tree, 
as wise as any owl could be. 

He said drink milk, there's health in it, 
Will keep you well, will keep you fit.” 

The “Jennings Dairy” was the first 
dairy to distribute pasteurized milk door 
to door in Parish.  What a convenience 
for families to have fresh milk delivered 
right to their homes.  Back in a time 
when it was convenient to leave your 
home whenever you wanted or needed 
to.  When Lynn Miller built a new home 
for his bride, Lucille, in 1930 on West 
Main Street, he thought of a further con-
venience.  He put in a small door in the 
back of her home where the milkman 

(Continued on page 7) 



could place the milk and from inside her 
kitchen she would open a cupboard and 
turn the “lazy Susan” and she would have 
her fresh milk with out stepping outside. 
Those first years, George Cusack, Sr. de-
livered  milk to their home.  

The milk house burned in 1945 and 
Carl took the milk to a Mexico dairy to be 
bottled until the milk house was rebuilt.  

The Blizzard of 1947 brought chaos to 
the dairy and the Parish community. It 
snowed for many days, the roads were all 
plugged, nothing was moving, and milk 
couldn't be delivered. By the second or 
third day, Ted Willis, Town of Parish em-
ployee, managed to plow a narrow single 
lane road right to the door of the milk 
house. Carl loaded up some milk and 

(Continued from page 6) brought it down into the village  by 
horse and sleigh and people came there 
to get their milk.  Jennings Dairy oper-
ated from the four corners for several 
days. The milk that remained would be 
dumped before it spoiled.  Carl’s son, 
Don,  questions how people knew that 
they were there, maybe word of mouth, 
but they did find them. 

The Jennings Dairy was also the first 
to bottle their milk in pint containers, 
just the right size for delivering white 
and chocolate milk to the Parish School 
for lunches. 

Carl sold the business to Bryne Dairy 
from Syracuse in 1949.  For a short 
while, Carl sold his milk to Bryne, He 
would meet a truck in Hastings where it 
was delivered to Central Square where 

there was a plant, and Bryne deliv-
ered it to the Parish area 

Carl sold his cows in 1949, after 
that he went to work at Borden 
Dairy.  In a few more years he man-
aged the Harden Farms milk business 
in Camden.  He eventually went to 
work with the state and retired after 
15 years of service. 

How many of you remember 
George Cusack, Sr or Carl Jennings 
or Howard Pelow coming to your 
door with bottled fresh milk? 
 

GOT MILK??? 

  Nelson and Mary A Jennings and 
their son Harry and his wife, Mary K 
purchased the land from Byron and 
Miranda Henderson on April 1, 1922. 
  After the passing of Nelson, Mary 
signed the land over to Harry and 
Mary K Jennings on April 1, 1948.  
  After the passing of Harry, Carl and 
Agnes Jennings were added to Mary 
K.‘s as owners.  Carl and Agnes built 
their  new home on the property in 
1931, before they had any ownership. 
   They land is split by Route 81 now, 
and parcels have been sold off.  Carl 
and Agnes had two children, Don and 
Janice (Clarke). They both own 
homes on portions of  the original 
Jennings property.   
   I would like to thank them for their 
contributions for this article. 
   If you have a history in Parish and 
would like to have it remembered 
please, take the time to jot it down, 
before it is lost for ever. 

Mary Lou Miller Guindon 
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