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It was with great enthusiasm that 
the Parish Town Historical Society 
(PTHS) welcomed an encore perform-
ance by local writer, Kay Perham. 
Several years ago Kay was a guest 
speaker at a meeting reading her sto-
ries about growing up in Parish and 
attending the Bidwell Country School. 

Recently Kay entered a writing 
competition sponsored by the North-
ern New York Library Network, 
“Researching the North Country.” The 
PTHS was pleased to be among the 
first to experience the pieces that Kay 
entered in the contest. Writers from 
Clinton, Essex, Franklin, Jefferson, 
Lewis, Oswego, and St. Lawrence 
were encouraged to make use of their 
libraries and cultural resources as pri-
mary resource material. 

When she first received the informa-
tion about the contest she told her 
daughter she didn’t think she had a 

chance to win. Her daughter answered 
“the odds would be better if you sent 
in something.”  

Kay’s first essay spoke about early 
education in Oswego County, particu-
larly the one room school.  

As a student in one of the schools, 
Kay experienced first hand many of 
the things she wrote about. 

The use of the blackboard and chalk 
was explained as an equalizer of stu-
dents. Since many students did not 
have the financial means to buy school 
supplies and books, the blackboard 
was in constant use by the teacher who 
wrote out the lessons on the board. As 
Kay explained about the lack of so-
phisticated school supplies and the at-
titude of the students, “the expecta-
tions didn’t exceed what was pro-
vided.” 

The teacher had an enormous re-
(Continued on page 3) 
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About fifty people came out under 
threatening skies May 17 for the Parish 
Town Historical Society’s Cemetery 
walk.  This walk, being the fifth in a 
series, took place at the Bidwell Ceme-
tery located on Bidwell Road, just a 
stone’s throw from where it intersects 
County Route 26. 

Parish Town Historian, Mary 
Bridget Swartz, gave a short synopsis 
of the cemetery and introduced each 
character in turn.   

Supervisor Steve Stelmashuck led 

the event with his portrayal of Jona-
thon Irish, a former Parish Town Su-
pervisor from the late 1800’s.  Next 
Aubryn Stelmashuck took on the 
role of Francelia Huested, a young 
girl who died two days before her 
twelfth birthday.  She was buried 
next to her father’s first wife, who 
also was her maternal aunt. 

The third presentation was by 
Nancy Weaver Bookheimer who 
read a biography/history of the 

(Continued on page 7) 
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APW News 

Band and Choir 

The Altmar-Parish- Williams-
town members of the band and choir 
who will attend the Oswego County 
Music Program at Mexico March 30 
include:  Kay Fuller, Sharon Mur-
phy, and Jamie Gray (sopranos); 
Helen Ellison, Mary Riley, Julie 
Gray, and Nancy Waterman (altos); 
Paul Wilk, John Dobiac, and Ernest 
Perham (tenors); Thomas Sweatland, 
Jack Kaple, Stanley Pretory, Samuel 
Boyer, and Hadwin Fuller (bases). 

Girls Play Day 

The Junior girls won their game 
with Hannibal while the Senior girls 
lost. 

Senior Class 

The Altmar-Parish-Williamstown 
presented their senior class play 
“Ozamandius  Rides Again”, to the 
Junior and Senior High on Friday, 
March 15, under the direction of 
Mrs. Haynes.  Leading members of 
the cast were Jamie Gray (the lead), 
Barbara Russell, Louise Krupke, 
Bernard Krupa, Henry Phillips, 
Charles Sperling, Robert Sheeley, 
William Dunn, John Harvey, Ellis 
Thayer, Barbara Bees, and Shirley 
Cramer. 

Science Club 
Monday, March 18, the Altmar-

Parish-Williamstown Science Club 
went on a field trip to International 
Business Machines in Syracuse.  
Upon arrival, they were taken to a 
small classroom where they were 
instructed on the use of a computer.  
It was interesting to hear just how 
fast and accurate computers are and 
what an aid they are to industry. 

Following the lecture, they were 
taken to another room to observe an 
electronic brain in action.  It could 
add, subtract, multiply, divide and 
figure square root.  One instructor, 
Mr. Van Dyke, played a game of 
Twenty-one with the machine and 
lost. 

Although much of it is difficult to 
understand, the group in general, 
realized how important computers 
are in industry today. 

Fire Causes Heavy Damage To 
East Main Street Block  

Parish—Fire gutted the second 
story of the Ellison Block on East 
Main Street Wednesday afternoon.  
Parish firemen under chief Marvin 
Miller were called to the scene and 
summoned through mutual aid were 
Hastings, Central Square, Pulaski, 
Mexico and Altmar fire companies. 

There was no loss of life, but the 
two story building owned by Ellison, 
housing E. R. Ellison’s store, resi-
dence and gasoline station and Betty 
& Al’s Restaurant and residence was 
badly damaged; the upper sections 
by fire and lower floors by water 
damage. 

Elmer Ellison is in University  
Hospital, Syracuse, and the family, 
his wife Clara and daughter Helen 
were visiting him there at the time of 
the blaze. 

Firemen were able to save some 
equipment from the restaurant; Mr. 
and Mrs. Allen Henopp and their 
children who live in the apartment 
over the restaurant escaped without 
harm. 

Firemen were concerned that the 
fire would spread to the house on the 

��=���	1���������
$	3+������$	����+		!%$	�8#>	
east side of the block, but success-
fully confined it to the Ellison block.  
The center roof section caved in dur-
ing the fire. 

An estimate of the loss had not 
been given; also, the cause of the 
blaze is not known. 

There were no personal belongings 
saved form the living quarters, as the 
firemen, due to smoke and fire were 
unable to get upstairs.  The Red Cross 
and the County Fire Auxiliary are 
making the necessary arrangements 
to assist the burned out families. 

An appeal is hereby given for 
household items for the stricken fami-
lies who escaped with only the cloth-
ing on their persons.  Please call, in 
Parish, NA 5-7973 or NA 5-7281, or 
NA 5-7658 if you have household 
articles to donate, ---linens, beds, 
kitchenware—anything for the 
homes.  But, your call is important so 
that a coordinating of items may pre-
vent duplication where it is not 
needed.  (for instance, six beds where 
one is needed would be poor use of 
the trucker’s time, etc.) 

If you don’t get an answer at one 
of the telephones listed, please try 
another of the three.  

Friends and neighbors are assisting as 
they can with immediate personal 
needs. 
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sponsibility in teaching students at 
several levels, with very little in the 
way of material goods. Kay hailed 
the rural teachers as giving an excep-
tional gift. 

Another piece written and read by 
Kay was called Pioneer Women. 

The years of 1803-1850 were a 
time of tremendous growth in 
Oswego County, and the women of 
the era were very quietly responsible 
for the success in settling our 
county. 

Most women left their previous 
homes, coming to this area with un-
predictable winters. They came to 
property with no houses, gardens or 
cleared land. The women followed 

(Continued from page 1) their husbands, and had no choice 
but to “move forward and dig in.” 

An incident, Kay wrote about, 
concerned a women from the south-
ern part of New York State. She 
remained at home with a new baby, 
while her husband and older chil-
dren made the move to Redfield. 
The plan was that she would follow 
when she got word from her hus-
band, but after a year she still had 
not heard from him. 

Along with her young child she 
made her way to Redfield, only to 
find that her family had not yet 
built a permanent house.  

Kay said that whether the women 
“were angel or demon, the area 
would be impoverished without the 

women.” 
She admitted to her listeners that this 

type of writing is not her favorite. She 
prefers to write more personal stories. 
She is the author of a mystery book 
which “has gone the route, and is back 
home again.” This has not discouraged 
her from starting a second book.  

She enjoys writing fiction novels be-
cause “you put a lot of yourself into 
fiction.”  

Kay has been a member of the Parish 
Writers Group since its inception. As 
well as being a writer, she is also an 
artist. Last year she had a showing of 
her paintings at the Parish Public Li-
brary. 

She is a lifelong resident of Parish, 
where she and her husband Carl raised 
their children. 
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1– Winifred Hoffman, Susan Perlet, Ada Linsler    2– Merril Ward, Bruce 
Ashby, Donald Porter, Robert Owens,  Robert Hamilton  	

The Parish/APW Alumni 
Banquet was held on Sat., 
June 7 at the APW High 
School. The social hour and 
tour of the APW High School 
began at 5 p.m. There were 
about 75 alumni, spouses and 
friends attending for an enjoy-
able evening of fun and remi-
niscing.   

A delicious ham, chicken and 
biscuit dinner prepared by the 
West Amboy Community 
Church members was served 
at 6 p.m.   
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Highlights of the Evening 

>The 50/50 raffle was won by Ray 
Smith class of '58 ($39.50) and he 
generously gave it back to the associa-
tion.  

 >The NY Raffle was won by Denise 
Richardson Ransom class of '76.    

>Ada Linsler LaRock received the flo-
ral centerpiece.  She was celebrating 
75 years! 1933 graduate. 

 >Bob and Fran Gryzick attended and 
it was their 50th wedding anniversary. 

>“Happy Birthday” was sung to 1935 
classmates; Rowlan Stanton (91) and 

Velma Lewis Caswell (90) both cele-
brating June birthdays.  

The 2008 Parish/APW Alumni Banquet 
slide show was viewed continuously and 
enjoyed by many.  The DVD is full of 
memories of classes  from 1918 to pre-
sent, highlighting the 50th year class: 
1958.  Also featured are the honor years 
and most of the individuals that were 
attending this year’s celebration.  This 
slide show is available on DVD for $10 
each.  If you are interested in purchas-
ing, send a check made out to the Parish/
APW Alumni Association to Sharon 
House; 33 Easy Street; Parish, NY 
13131. 

On N Railroad St. Franklin 
G Ludington operated a 
feedmill, it was sold to W.C. 
Richards, and was last oper-
ated by H & H Feed Mill. 
The building still stands to-
day and is owned by Had-
win Fuller III.  The barn that 
stood across the road was a 
part of the feedmill opera-
tions.  When the barn came 
down a few years back, Ken 
Henderson was able to res-
cue some of the lumber be-
fore it was burned.   

Ken Henderson crafted a 32 
inch double tiered bench 
from this late 1800’s barn 
wood and has donated it to 
the PTHS for a raffle.  
Members will soon be sell-
ing tickets; $1 each or 6 for 
$5.  The drawing will take 
place in the late afternoon at 
the  Parish Olde Home Days 
on August 9. 
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Many thanks to Esther Rancier for sharing her in-
formation on the Slawson Family. Esther is re-
searching in Richland and Mexico the Soul/Soule, 
Brace and Daniel P. Smith families, and would ap-
preciate hearing from anyone researching these 
surnames.   
Esther Rancier at: <erase@pacbell.net > 

********  
       In the 21st century people fail to re-
member the importance of the village 
mill.  Colonial America became self-
supporting through the use of mills.  
Along the Atlantic seaboard early towns 
sprang up where the streams from the 
hills hit the lowlands via waterfalls.  The 
presence of cataracts meant free power to 
run the grist- mill.  The grain, corn, bar-
ley, wheat, oats and rye grown by the 
farmers could be cheaply turned into life-
sustaining food for man and his domesti-
cated animals.  
       One of the primary reasons Oswego 
County was settled was the waterfalls 
dotting the rivers and streams as they ran 
to Lake Ontario and Oneida Lake.  
Oswego’s towns were perfect places to 
settle for 19th century technology.  Grist-
mills were numerous, later they were ex-
panded to sawmills; *fulling mills, card-
ing cotton and wool, make nails, plane 
wood and much more.  
       One of the most famous industries 
ever located in Oswego was the corn- 
starch making mills created by Kings-
ford.  The county had abundant millers.  
Not all were famous like Thomas Kings-
ford.   A lesser known miller, Jesse Abbe 
Slawson, was born 2 January 1824 in 
Duanesbury, Schenectady Co., NY., son 
of Ebenezer E. and Jemina (Abbe) Slaw-
son.    
       The Slawsons were from Stamford, 
Fairfield, CT.  Ebenezer E., born 3 May 
1798 at Poundridge, Westchester Co., 
NY, was the son of Samuel and Hannah 
(Smith) Slawson.  They lived at 

Poundridge until 1800 when they 
removed to Duanesbury.  Sadly 
Ebenezer E. was orphaned in 1803.  
Afterwards he was raised by Jesse 
Abbe who later became his brother-
in-law.  Ebenezer E. married Jemina 
Abbe on 16 January 1823.  Her par-
ents were Samuel and Miriam (Hall) 
Abbe.    
       On 2 April 1836 Ebenezer E. 
and Jemina moved their family to 
Parish, NY. Ebenezer E. was a 
farmer.  The 1850 census showed 
Ebenezer, age 52; Jemina, age 41; 
Jesse A., age 26; Hannah M., age 
24; Louisa, age 19; Ebenezer, age 
17; Lorenzo, age 14; Rebecka, age 
7; George W., age 5; and Mary L., 
age 9 months.  The Hannah M. 
mentioned was the wife of Jesse A.  
They married 26 September 1847 in 
Parish.  She was the daughter of Er-
astus Fyler.  Hannah Died 24 Janu-
ary 1865.  She was buried at Pleas-
ant Lawn Cemetery.  It is unclear if 
she ever had any children.  
        In May Ebenezer and Jemina 
went to Neosha, Dodge Co., WI.  In 
October they returned to Parish.  
       On 18 December 1865 at Fulton 
Jesse A. married Sarah E. Law-
rence, born 13 February 1845 in 
Canada.  She was the daughter of 
Russel and Marie (Townsend) Law-
rence.    
        The first and only gristmill in 
Parish was not built until 1828. It 
was a great building, two stories 
high, set about 80 rods downstream 
from a dam on the Salmon Creek. 
The stones for the foundation came 
from the bottom of the creek bed.  
The foundation walls were 30 feet 
square and 14 feet high next to the 
stream.  At the bottom the walls 

Biography of JESSE A. SLAWSON,   
PARISH, NY 

were 3 feet thick. It wasn’t until 
1845 that a cast iron mill was 
installed to crack the corn, cob 
and all to make feed.  In 1872 
Almeron Thomas owned the 
mill when it burned with an 
$8,000 loss.  Afterwards Jesse 
and Romaine C. Robertson for 
$18,000 erected a new mill 
named Ceresco Mill.    
       Mills required special con-
struction.  They were designed 
in a double structure.  The inte-
rior was separated from the ex-
terior so that vibrations caused 
by the machinery did not dam-
age the building overall.   The 
mill had to be positioned over 
running water in a millrace.  
This mill had 3 or 4 runs of 
stone.  The largest in the US 
only had 6 runs.  Through a se-
ries of gears, the power of the 
water was transmitted from the 
water wheel to an upright staff 
which supported and turned the 
grinding stone.  This mill could 
turn out 40 barrels of flour and 
10 tons of mash per day.  
       The gristmills were money-
makers.  Much of the mash was 
used to make beer.  However, 
the rich soil of the area was rap-
idly depleted.  The local grain 
supply began to lag.  Oswego 
County stopped being a mill 
driven economy.  Dairy farming 
and cheese making began to 
dominate.  Supplies of water-
power no longer created much 
demand.  
       Ebenezer E. died 1 February 
1878.  Jemina had died 2 June 
1876.  They were both buried in 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Hauss (House) family who came to 
Parish in the early 1800’s. 

Surrounded by wild flowers in 
full bloom, Evelyn Stelmashuck por-
trayed Jane Laing, a farmer’s wife, 
who with her husband David, do-
nated land for a school, before mov-
ing to Amboy and a bigger farm.  
The school located on County Route 
26 just east of present day County 
Route 22  was given the Laing name.  
Jane lived to be 88 years old. 

Kevin Dwyer with a rifle and in 
period dress, depicted Chauncy Gar-
dener, a First Lieutenant during the 

(Continued from page 1) Civil War.  Kevin also read an inter-
esting biography on Russell Horning 
who is buried at Bidwell and for 
whom Parish’s present day American 
Legion is named after. 

Linda McNamara wrapped up the 
character list as she acted out the life 
of Freelove Potter, a hardworking 
farm woman.  Linda gave a full ac-
count of the numerous duties a woman 
had to do on a day to day basis. 

Venita Ackley, President of Pleas-
ant Lawn Cemetery Assoc. gave a 
short talk on the status and upcoming 
events at Pleasant Lawn Cemetery.  
The event ended amidst rain drops as 

Pleasant Lawn Cemetery in Par-
ish.  Two of their sons remained 
in Parish.  In the 1880 census 
their families were listed thusly:  
Household l: 
Lorenzo Slawson  farmer  44  
Lucinda J.   “             wife  40  
Alice            “   daughter 19  
Marey [sic]  “       daughter 14 
Household 2:  
George Slawson  tailor  35  
Martha A.   “   wife  23  
Frank          “   son  4 months 
Jesse A. and his wife, Sarah, had 
moved into Mexico, NY by 
1880.  The census showed the 
following household:  
Jesse Slawson   farmer  56 NY  
Sarah E.    “   wife  35 CAN  
Minnie E.  “   daughter 12 NY  
Emma B.  “   daughter 9 NY  
Irwin S.    “   son  7 NY  
Maria T. Lawrence  mother-law 
65 MA  
Henry T.  “  brother-law 38CAN 
 
Before 1902 the mill building 

(Continued from page 5) was no more.  Only the foundation 
stones could be found.  When Jesse 
gave up his active participation a 
Palmer took it over, but demand less-
ened each year.  Other mills could do 
the grinding needed. 
SOURCES:  
Churchill, John.  Landmarks of Oswego 
County.  Syracuse: Mason, 1895.  
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Available [online] 
http://rootsweb.com/~ctfairfi/stamfor
d/slawson [17 November 2002]  
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lex.htm [23 November 2002]  
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Jones, Jesse H. Account of the Holmes 
Family and Their Settlement of South 
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able [online] 
http://www.rootsweb.com/~nyoswego
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[24 November 2002]  
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2359.htm [23 November 2002]  
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*Fulling mills cleaned woolen 
cloth and shrunk it a bit to make it 
thicker. 
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Harold Petrie gave a talk on the 
Bidwell Cemetery in general of 
which he is the Association President. 

The Bidwell Cemetery Association 
held it's annual meeting April 29th at the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Harold Petrie. Mr. 
Petrie, President of the Association and 
his wife Ruby welcomed new members 
to the Association: Mrs. Sharon Rob-
bins, Mrs. Susan Romanowski, and 
Mrs. Nancy Bookheimer, all of Bidwell 
Road. The Cemetery Association is in 
need of interested people to continue in 
the support and maintenance of the 
Bidwell Cemetery.  

If you are interested in becoming a 
member of the Association please con-
tact Mr. Harold Petrie, 625-7526. 
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Gerald Wood, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Lewis A. Wood, of 
Parish, NY left Thursday, 
April 4, 1963 by plane for Se-
attle.  From Seattle he will go 
to Alaska for a one year stay.  
Mr. Wood is employed by 
General Electric Heavy Mili-

tary Department in Syra-
cuse. 

Gerald is a 1960 gradu-
ate of APW Central School 
and a 1962 graduate of 
Canton ATI has recently 
returned from a month’s 
training at a teletype course 
in Chicago , Illinois. 
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Just Around the Corner 
By Bertrande (Bertrande Snell) 

. . . Just a fleeting memory of an old-time 
Syracusan who also was prominent along the 
Hojack 40 years ago: 

Louis Windholtz owned and operated a can-
ning factory at Parish for many years. He was a 
kindly man, with a keen sense of humor as the 
subjoined trifle will show. 

I was a "student: at the Parish station, learn-
ing (I hoped) to be a telegrapher. I was alone in 
the office one day, Agent Shaver having gone to 
the village for a short time. 

Mr. Windholtz came in and inquired about 
something, the details of which I do not recall. 
Blown up with pride at being in charge of the 
office for even so brief a period, I gave him the 

kind of answer which was known, 
in those times, as 'fresh."  
Louis eyed me for a long mo-
ment; his eyes twinkled and he 
said:  "Ach so! Venn ve sveep der 
floor, ve run der railroadt, K���+
	

Start looking for old Parish pictures that spotlight 
pets or animals including Parish residents or his-
toric Parish buildings in the pictures.  Bring the 
pictures to the Parish Public Library before July 
31st.  Your picture may be featured in the 2009 
Parish Town Historical Society calendar.	


