
     The Parish Town Historical Society is raffling a fire pit created by   local 
artisan, Doug Houghton.  The tickets are $1.00 each or six for $5.00.  The 
drawing will be held on August 8th, at the Olde Home Day.  This is the third 
year the Historical Society has  featured the talents of a Parish artist.  The so-
ciety is dedicated to the preservation and promotion of our  rich local history 
and talents, whether it be buildings or artists. Members of the society will be 
selling tickets.  For more information or if you wish to buy tickets  

please contact  
Evelyn Stelmashuck  
at 625-7262  
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The  PTHS members and friends  are looking forward 
to an outing to the Stone Mills Museum in LaFargeville 
on Wed. Aug. 19 (Aug. 26-raindate) The museum offers 
activities and more that typify early farm and rural life in 
Northern New York State.  Those interested will meet at 
the Parish Public Library at  9 a.m. for carpool. 

Open 9 a.m.—3 p.m.  Adults $5, 16 and under free.    
Following our time at Stone Mills Museum all are in-

vited for a picnic lunch at Nancy Bookheimer’s cottage. 
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I thought 
I would 
write 
about 
one of 

my best friends. On the right side 
of my grandparent's home was an 
empty home but one day some 
new neighbors moved in. I 
watched when the people started 
coming and there was an older girl, 
a young girl and a boy. The 
younger girl looked about my age. 
I wanted to go right over there and 
introduce myself but my mother 
told me to wait a little while until 
they were all moved in. O.K. but 
as soon as I could, I was over there 
to introduce  myself. Their name 
was Miller. Patricia Miller was a 
year older than I was. However, 
we became friends. Some times I 
would lose track of Patty but when 
we would get together it was just 
like  when we were young. Good 
friends never change. Patty came 
over one day and asked me if I 
would like to go to Sunday School 
with her. My mother told me I 
could if I wanted to so that was the 
beginning. We went to the Presby-

terian church in Parish. Mrs. Robin-
son lived right next door. 

She was the teacher for our 
class. I was excited about that be-
cause my mother had told me one 
time that Nancy Robinson was her 
teacher in the one room school that 
my mother went to. A teacher would 
teach from the first grade to the 8th 
grade in a one room school. In my 
later years my cousin Mary Hender-
son Nellis taught a school like that 
because I visited it one day and was 
surprised at everything Mary had to 
do.  My Aunt Anna Henderson 
(Mary's mother) lived next door to 
where Rose Henderson lives now 
(3027 West Main Street).  Aunt Anna 
was my mother's sister. My mother 
had four brothers, Uncles Andy, 
Clark, John and Albert. Aunt Blanche 
DeGarmo was my mother's other sis-
ter. My dad had the same amount in 
his family. My dad and his family 
when they came from England lived 
in Valley Field just outside Canada. 
My father at one time was also 
Mayor of Parish. He always walked 
in the parade Decoration Day and I 
can still recall him wrapping his legs 
at Decoration Day before he walked 
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in the parade. He called it putting his 
puttees on. If I have spelled any thing 
wrong I am sorry. After he had his 
first bad heart attack he said he  could 
not walk in the parade. I really felt 
badly for him. He was commander of 
the American Legion at one time also.  

During the war years I lost track 
of Patty but when John returned from 
the war and we had an apartment in 
Syracuse I found that we did not live 
too far apart. So we picked up our re-
lationship for awhile. She had married 
Donald Babcock from Mexico, N. Y. 

He later worked for Grandma's 
Beans in Mexico, N.Y. He passed 
away quite young and I think Patty 
had just one child. I believe that it was 
last year that I learned that Patty had 
passed. 

We moved here (FL) permanently 
in 1992.   

 Mary Lou would you want me to 
tell you about following John around 
in the service until he went overseas? I 
had quite a few adventures and we did 
see a lot of the country. If you have 
any thing special you want me to talk 
about please feel free. Thank you. Un-
til next time, Sincerely, Ethel 
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I was just browsing your Positively 
Parish blog site, and saw 
mention of my cousins 
John and Ethel Hoadley, 
and their son Erwin.  I 
haven't seen them in a 
long, long time and send 
them greetings.  When 
we were boys and Erwin 
would visit his grand-
mom, my Aunt Dora 

Spedding, he and I would take our 
toy armies over to the county 
sand pile for field maneu-
vers.  As adults, we both en-
tered government service, 
Erwin as a military profes-
sional, and I as a rehabilita-
tion counselor for the Com-
monwealth of Pennsylvania.  
I'm now retired, and after 
thirty-five years living in 

downtown Philadelphia, reside now in 
the Dover area of Delaware.  It's flat, 
close to the Delaware and Chesapeake 
Bays, and the Atlantic.  It's hard to get 
lost in DelMarVa, (DL,MDVA),what with 
water on three sides.  We have the cor-
ner on the crab and Canadian geese 
markets.  We had our first noticeable 
dusting of snow today, and I remem-
ber the snow back home - which I do 

(Continued on page 3) 

Ethel Spedding ‘38 Patty Miller ‘36 
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Letter to Town Clerk– Arlene Smith  from Carl Jennings 
This letter was found in the correspon-
dence of Frank House, who served as 
Parish supervisor from 1986-1999. The 
letter is addressed to Arlene Smith, 
who at the time the letter was written 
held the position of town clerk. The 
letter is dated June 13, 1990. 
 

Mrs. Arlene Smith, 
  In 1930 I had a trucking business 
from Syracuse to Parish. Also drove 
cheese to Syracuse for Bartell Cheese 
Company. 

  In 1940 I bought out milk route from 
Lloyd Baum. I produced and bottled and 
pedaled in Parish, Colosse, and Hast-
ings. 
  In 1950 I sold out to Schiller Park 
Dairy which is now Byrne Dairy. 
  In 1959 I tried a civil service test for 
light maintenance foreman. In 1960 I 
was appointed to Interstate 81. 
  In 1964 I tried general maintenance 
foreman and in 1965 I was transferred 
to Mexico where I had charge of main-

tenance of garage and grounds. 
Also supervised the western half of 
roads in the county. I had 5 light 
maintenance foremen and 55 labor-
ers under my supervision. 
  I have been a member of Parish 
Fire Company for 47 years, also a 
charter member of Parish Lions 
Club for 37 years. 
Thank you.  Carl Jennings   

not miss.  I followed the news about the storm 
in Parish last February on network news, and 
remembered being snowed in with Mom, Dad, 
and friends from college during the "Great 
Blizzard of 1966."  In Philadelphia if a foot of 
snow fell, all hell broke loose. I still come back 
to upstate NY in the summer to visit my niece 
Linda and her husband Doug at their home on 
Oneida Lake, along with my sister and her hus-
band, Bob and Joan Stoddard.  I always come 
back to Delaware with plenty of Colosse 
cheese!  I'd enjoy hearing from people who 
may remember me, and can be reached at 
rjldel@gmail.com.  

(Continued from page 2) 

1971 building of current Parish Fire Station   
Fay Whitney, Ethan Rusaw, Carl Jennings, Joe Cutuli 

The PTHS characters that came 
to life during previous walks continue 
to offer renditions for seniors at the 
Parish Senior Dining and Activity 
Center. 

Linda McNamara recently por-
trayed Mrs. Orville (Dora) Fox on 
Monday, June 8. The guests at the 
Center truly enjoyed the presentation. 
When leaving the site, a couple of 
folks went to visit Pleasant Lawn 
Cemetery to see the stone which 

	

Linda brought a picture of and re-
ferred to during her rendition. 

On March 5, during lunch Nancy 
Bookheimer read her interesting story 
"Molasses Food for Cows and Kids" 
that she wrote with her cousin, 
Sharon Robbins and entered in the 
Parish Writers Group's latest book, 
"Parish Potluck". Much to the delight 
of the diners, Nancy brought deli-
cious molasses cookies that were 
made from the recipe that has been 

handed down in the family from 
generation to generation. Following 
the meal, dressing in character, 
Nancy read the fascinating "Minnie 
Niles Narrative" from the spring 
2008 walk at the Pleasant Lawn 
Cemetery.  

The seniors are looking for-
ward to a visit from Evelyn Stel-
mashuck on Tues. July 28 for a sur-
prise appearance of one of her past 
characters. 
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Girl Scouts and great leaders help mold everyone of us into being better, caring  people. 
THANK YOU!  I know that personally.       Nancy March Legacy  (formally of Parish— 

she  provided the pictures) 

Marilyn Wood + Linda Manning Claudia Jarvis + Jeanette Miller Monica Houghton 

Marie Natlick) (leader) 

Nancy Alsworth (leader) 

1— Linda Manning, Debbie Burke 
2— Lucy Middleton, Kathy Reilly, Jeanette Miller, Lisa Wakeman, Jane Schultz and Terry Jennings 
3— Marilyn Wood, Monica Houghton, Claudia Jarvis, Carol Fargo, Judy Weaver 
4— Michelle Robinson, Gloria Gray, __,__,__, Darcy Spedding on the end 
5—Leaders Marie Natlick and Nancy Alsworth (Bookheimer– our PTHS president) taking photo– Janice Howard, leader.	
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					On May 30th the Parish Town 
Historical Society held a Cemetery 
Walk at the Pleasant Lawn Cemetery, 
  Historian Bridget Swartz welcomed 
all and gave a brief history of the 
Pleasant Lawn Cemetery and intro-
duced Theodosia White portrayed by 
Sharon White; Catherine Lum 
brought to life by Evelyn Stel-
mashuck; Dora Fox so wonderfully 
portrayed by Linda McNamara; 

 Catherine Richards stepped for-
ward and talked about her hus-
band, Col. Melzar Richards, as 
portrayed by Nancy Bookheimer. 
  David Perry,  President of the 
Pleasant Lawn Cemetery Associa-
tion spoke of how the cemetery 
has changed over the years and 
welcomed all to tour the beautiful 
Chapel.   The walk was well at-

tended by a member of neighboring 
historical society, direct descen-
dants of people buried at Pleasant 
Lawn, former and present Parish 
town and village residents, and 
many more.  They all  came to hear, 
experience and enjoy  a small por-
tion of  Parish's rich history.	
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The PTHS chose Barns of 
Parish for their 2009 display in 
the Heritage Building at the 
Oswego County Fair from July 
1st through July 5th. 

Linda McNamara PTHS vice 
president selected 12 photos of 
past and present barns to frame 

and hang . Several of these photos were 
taken by PTHS president Nancy Book-
heimer and Town Historian Bridget 
Swartz. 

The bench made with wood taken 
from the Tannery Hill barn, which col-
lapsed during the winter of 2007, was on 
display. Antique tools used by local farm-

ers included a pitchfork and a haymow cutter. 
Our PTHS banner waved over our booth 

and our guest book filled with names of our 
visitors. 

Among those on hand to meet and greet 
Fair goers were Gloria and Sharon White, 
Mary Lou Guindon,  Paul Phillips, Nancy 
Bookheimer, and Bridget Swartz. 
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The Parish Town Historical Society 
President, Nancy Bookheimer and Parish 
Town/Village Historian Bridget Swartz 
worked together on Friday, July 17, put-
ting together a display of the Parish Li-
ons Club memorabilia at the Par-
ish Public Library.  The extensive 
exhibit includes photos, newspa-
per clippings, plaques and a 
bell.  This bell has the names of 
the organization’s presidents and 
the years served.  Starting with 
F.H. Wightman ’53 – 

’54 and ending with Tom Draper 2004.  
The Parish Lions Club was an or-

ganization that was dedicated to service 
within Parish. This group would raise 
money with holding  raffles, selling 

hotdogs, selling flowers 
to name a few.  The 
profits provided dona-
tions to  “Dollars for 
Scholars”; “Parish Ecu-
menical Food Pantry”; 
and “Elves at Work” and 
the Parish Public Library 

for the purchase of a copy ma-
chine.  These men and ladies held 
blood drives, adopted State Route 
69 through the village of Parish 
cleaning it each spring and they 
loaned out hospital equipment such 
as a hospital bed, wheelchair, 
walker, commodes and canes.  The 
Lions Club organization is best 
known for collecting eyeglasses for 
those in need and providing funds 
for children to have eye exams. 

Thursday March 28, 1963     
Lions Nominate New Officers 

Parish—A slate of newly 
nominated officers to serve in 
Parish Lions Club for the coming 
year include:  Don Merritt, Presi-
dent: Tom Hirshy, First VP; 
Douglas Thomson, second VP; 
Joseph Henderson, Third VP; 
Oren Hunter Secretary; Lynn 
Miller, Treasurer; Harold Bam-
ford, Tail Twister; William 
Gehm, Lion Tamer; Directors, 
Guy Phillips, Frank Wightman, 
H. C. Fuller and George Frank. 

These were presented at the 
meeting of the Lions in the 
American Leion Rooms Tuesday 
evening. 

The Parish Lions Club wish 
to thank all the nurses who so 
generously gave of their time at 
the Glaucoma Clinic held in Par-
ish March 11. 

October 17, 1963    7¢ per copy 

Mr. Fuller Hosts Parish Lions 
Parish—Mr. H. C. Fuller was host to 

the Lion’s Club at a buffet supper at the 
Candlelight Cottage on Tuesday evening, 
October 8. 

President Don Merritt spoke on the fu-
ture plans of the eye glass fund and Mr. H. 
C. and Robert Fuller spoke on the scouting 
in Oswego County and the importance to 
our local Boy Scouts. 

The eye glass fund each year costs the 
Lions Club over two hundred dollars.  In 
the near future the Lion’s Club is asking 
each family to donate $1.00 or whatever 
they feel they can afford for this fund. 

This is a community project for our 
children and everyone should help support 
it.  You will receive in the mail a return 
addressed envelope and it will be greatly 
appreciated if you will return it at once 
with your donation and help the Lions to 
reach their goal.  Mr. Guy Phillips is chair-
man of the program. 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 20th, 1966 
On Tuesday night, Jan. 11th, several of the 

Parish Lions members enjoyed a delicious Pan-
cake Supper at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Guy 
Phillips. Guy is a director of the Club, and it 
was very nice of them to open their home for 
the supper and meeting. Those present were 
Lion Frank Karboski, Lion Joseph Henderson, 
Lion Douglas Thomson, Lion Frank Wight-
man, Lion Oren Hunter, Lion Donald Merritt, 
Lion George Frank, and Lion Guy Phillips.  

All expressed their appreciation to Mr. and 
Mrs. Phillips. 

Lion Wightman reported that several pairs 
of glasses are being purchased presently for 
needy children. Lion Geo. Frank reported that 
he will soon be sending several pairs of used 
glasses to the needy people thru the Fulton Li-
ons Club. 

President Frank Karboski announced that 
the next meeting would be Feb. 9th, at the Can-
dlelight Cottage, and it will be a Ladies Night, 
the second Tuesday in the month, and Stanley 
Karboski has agreed to show us his most recent 
pictures of his expedition in the far north of 
Canada etc. AH will, be notified again by the 
Sec. Oren Hunter.  Sec. Oren Hunter reported 
that the dues are coming in well since Jan. 1st. 
and the Club is in good standing. Let's all get 
busy and get a new member soon, the club is 
growing. 
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The Greater Parish Area Chamber of Com-
merce's “Parish Olde Home Day” will be held at 
the Farmers Market, the open lot on the corner of 
State Routes 69 & 69A (Main St. & S. Railroad 
St.) 9 a.m.- 2 p.m. on Saturday, Aug. 8.   

On the schedule so far: Amish (veggies, 
baked goods, quilts and rugs); Ann Passmore 
(baskets & quilts); Evelyn Stelmashuck; Florence 
Gardner (chair caning); Henry Gloude (chainsaw 
carving); Parish United Methodist church (home 
made ice cream); Parish Town Historical Soci-
ety; Parish-Hastings Presbyterian Church (bake 
sale); Right Step Dance Studio (sign ups); Sharon 
Robbins (doll collection); Skunk Meadow Poul-
try Ranch; Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer table 
and Sue Romanowski (bread making). There will 
be the Parish Lions Club display at the Parish 
Public Library. The local organizations and busi-
nesses are encouraged to join in this community 
event. If there are any questions or if you would 
like to be a vendor  (spaces are free), please con-
tact Dan Dalin, President at 625-4955.  

Buy local--give back to your own community, 
keep our local businesses here, give them a rea-
son to stay! 

Future “Pondering the Past” article on the Parish Train Station: share 
your stories, memories and/or photos with Gretchen Harter and Nancy 
Bookheimer.  You may call them or email it to Mary Lou Guindon at 
guindfam@yahoo.com. 
 

Please gather information/pictures on your family members that served in 
any way/any time during our military history for future articles. 

Parish Train Station 
April 2, 1926—  

Lucille Courbat Miller 
Holmes & Dorothy Chap-
man Mosher ready leave 
on the Parish High School-
Senior Trip to Washing-
ton, Philadelphia & New 
York 

Parish Train 
Station!   

Do you have 
any stories or 

photos to 
share? 


