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On February 10th , ventriloquist Jacki Rhinehart of Mexico spoke at the Par-
ish Town Historical Society meeting. Jacki shared her expertise in the history of 
the Oswego County postal service along with her puppet friend Clara, repeatedly 
claiming “I’m so wonderful”.   

Did you know? 
~First Post Office in Oswego County was in Rotterdam (Mexico, NY) 

~At one time the mail was sorted on trains. 
~If you own an envelope with the 1905 cancellation stamp, then you have a gold 
mine. 

~In early times, the Post Office was a healthcare facility; a clinic would be set up 
during the times of tuberculoses.  It was the hub of the community. 

~Office located inside Ostrander’s Village Market is not really an official Post 
Office.  It is actually part of the Parish Post Office.  Post master Laurie House 
goes there daily to take care of the bookwork and any problems that may arise. 

~1898  Parish Postmaster:  William C. David 
~1902  Irene Waterman Smith’s father in law, Fred Waterman, picked up mail at 
the railroad tracks by Anthony B. Cornell’s home and would walk it back to the 
Hastings or Parish Post Office. 

~In 1979 Old timers working at the Taft Road Post Office would say the Post 
Office has gone down hill, since the post office stopped shipping with the rail-
road and they began hiring women. 

~Lillian Harter’s mother Bessie delivered mail from the Village of Parish to 
West Amboy when Lillian was only 4 or 5 years of age. 
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Upcoming Events 

December 8 at 6  PM 
Christmas Potluck 

Mills &Petrie Mem’l Gymnasium 
���The annual Christmas party 
on Wed., December 8 at the 
Parish-Hastings Presbyterian 
Church annex, 814 Rider 
Street.  
  Everyone is asked to bring a 
dish to share along with a 
canned good for the Parish Ecu-
menical Food Pantry. 
   There will be a $3 gift ex-
change, a few games and 
maybe some piano music.   
  We hope to see you there for 
an enjoyable evening. 

November 10  at 7  PM 
Guest Speaker, Justin White 

Mills &Petrie Mem’l Gymnasium 
See article below 

� � � � � � �� � 	
 � � 	� 
 � 
 	

Parish Town  
Historical  

Society Calendar  
Will be available  

for purchase Nov. 10. 

    

                                                                                                            

                          By Nancy Bookheimer�

Justin White will be the guest speaker at the November 10 meeting of the Parish 
Town Historical Society. Justin will be discussing Community  Historical Preservation 
along with Steve Stelmashuck, Town Supervisor.    

Justin White is the Oswego County Historian and board trustee of the Heritage 
Foundation of Oswego County.  Justin D White, Mary K. Leclair and Susan Keeter au-
thored the book, “Three 19th-Century Women Doctors:  Elizabeth Blackwell, Mary 
Walker and Sara Loguen Fraser”    

The meeting is open to all that might be interested in Historical Preservation of our 
community. The meeting starts at 7:00 PM at the Mills and Petrie Memorial Gymnasium, 
2938 East Main Street. Refreshments will be served.   
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mation about ancestors who lived here 
in our town. We also have scrapbooks 
which have been donated by residents 
and recently several of these have been 
indexed by members of the Parish Town 
Historical Society. These are kept in 
fireproof file cabinets and are available 
for research in the Library. Many books 
on local history and New York State 
history are also in the collection for use 
by patrons. This spring and summer I 
have received inquiries from NYS resi-
dents as well as some from Missouri 
and South Dakota. This a great time of 
year for those who are researching to 
visit our rural cemeteries and check 
older maps for locations of family 

homes and farms.  
I just finished making a batch of 

strawberry jam and still seal it with 
wax and put it in older jars that we’ve 
had in the family. This project always 
brings back memories of my Dutch 
Grandmother Mary and her fruit cel-
lar where the jam was stored. Time 
for me to write down some more fam-
ily tree stories and hopefully you will 
do the same. Those of us who are in 
the Historical Society would like to 
hear them when you finish! 

I can be reached at P.O. Box 
195, Parish, NY 13131, Tel. No. 
(315)625-7833.  email  

fswartz@twcny.rr.com. 

��� � � ��Historian’s  
              Corner 
             by Bridget Swartz  
            Village and Town                  
                                of  Parish Historian 
                              July 2010 

   I walked home 
from work at the Library on Monday and 
thought of how many times in the 47 years 
I’ve lived here that I have taken this route 
and how nice it is to live where I do. I 
used to ride my bike up Main Street but 
the bike and I have aged a bit beyond 
those days!  

The Library and its computers are a 
good source for those searching for infor-

Lunch Is Being Served to Members Following 
Their Program. 

PARISH, Oct. 17.  Regular meeting of Parish 
Grange will be held Saturday evening. Oct. 17.   
The first and second degrees will conferred upon 
a class of candidates. Lunch will be served after 
the meeting. Women are to bring cake and sand-
wiches.   

There will be a meeting of the baseball team 
at the Mills-Petrie Gymnasium Saturday evening, 
Oct. 17. Everyone interested in a team at Parish is 
asked to be present.  

The Ladies' Aid society of Parish C e n t e r 
Methodist Protestant church will meet with Mrs. 
Jennie Klock Thurs. afternoon, Oct. 22.  

Dr. John Hollis was confined to his home sev-
eral days this week due to illness. 

Mrs. Guy Davies, son, Robert, Syracuse, and 
Mrs. Albert Beak of Vermillion were guests 
Thursday of Mr. and Mrs. Ben Henderson. 

Mr. and Mrs. Captain Boyd of Mexico were 
guests on Wednesday of Mr. and Mrs. Rex Edick. 
Elmer House of Fritts district visited Mr. and 
Mrs. Rowlan Beley Tuesday. 

The October birthday party was held at Theo-
dore Hamilton’s home Saturday evening. The 
honored guests were Mary Jane Hudgins, Rita 
LeFebure, Theodora Hamilton, Laura Hubbard 
and Frank Reed. 

Rev. D. J . Buxton was given a birthday sur-
prise party Friday evening by the members of his 
church and community. 

Mrs. Dan Andrews, Sodus, called on friends 

in town the first of the week. 
Miss Elizabeth Scriber of Oswego 

Normal is spending the weekend with 
her parents, Mr. &Mrs. D. B. Scriber. 

Visit Hendersons 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hamilton of the 

Fritts district were guests Monday of the 
latter's parents, Mr. and Mrs. Ben Hen-
derson. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Turner and fam-
ily and James Tackley visited Clayton 
Vorhees in Syracuse and found him im-
proving. Mr. Vorhees has been confined 
to his home for several weeks due to 
illness. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lynn Dillenbeck, 
daughter Doris, and Mrs. Roy Tanner 
were in Rochester Thursday to attend the 
wedding of their niece, Miss Alice Dil-
lenbeck. 

Mrs. Flora Durgee is spending a 
week with her daughter, Mrs. John 
McSweeney and Mr. McSweeney at Ful-
ton. 

A group of friends completely sur-
prised Mr. and Mrs. Charles Crim Thurs-
day night on their wedding anniversary.  
The evening was spent playing games 
after which luncheon was served. They 
received many gifts.  Besides Mr. and 
Mrs. Crim the following were present: 
Mrs. Christie Edick, Miss Ethel Edick, 
Mr. and Mrs. Claude Owen, Mr. and 

Mrs. Frank Lewis and family. Mr. and 
Mrs. George Farley, Mr. and Mrs. Frank 
Brockway, Mr. and Mrs. Jesse Lewis. 
Mr. and Mrs. George Dayger and Mr. 
and Mrs. Myles Dayger and family. 

Mr. and Mrs. Oscar Tucker, Central 
Square, visited Mrs. Cora Parsons 
Wednesday. 

Service in Parish Center Methodist 
Protestant church Sunday morning is at 
10, Rev. D. J . Buxton is preacher. 

Rev. F. A. Manderson, B. D., pastor 
of the Presbyterian church, will take for 
his subject Sunday morning The Fun of 
Being a Christian. A Rally day program 
will be given by the Sunday school fol-
lowing morning services. A Rally day 
party will be held in Mills-Petrie gymna-
sium Wednesday evening at 7:30.  

There will be no school next Friday as 
the teachers will attend a conference at 
Utica. 

Returns to Canastota 
Miss Carrie Whitcomb will return 

Sunday to her home in Canastota after 
spending a month with her mother, Mrs. 
Webster Collins and family. 

Professor and Mrs. Frank Potts of 
White Plains, spent from Thursday until 
Monday in the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Thomas D. Niles, Main street. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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From the President................. 
As this Newsletter comes out I 

am starting my second term as 
President of  the Parish Town 
Historical Society. I am truly so 
excited to be a part of such a 
worthwhile organization.   A huge 
thanks to  the membership for 
their continued support of the So-
ciety.  We welcome your ideas, 
your memories, your memorabilia 
of  Parish from its natural setting, 
to its historic architecture, to its 
proud heritage.  We would espe-
cially welcome your photos of 
historical points of interest, peo-
ple and places to add to 

the Historians collection and our 
Website.  Community support means 
a lot to us.   

I love to take photos (see the back 
page) I took this past year, showing a 
few of the things that went on in 
2009/2010 in Parish.   

Please feel free to contact us with 
any ideas you have for future events, 
activities and celebrations of Parish’s 
history.  In the meantime, we encour-
age you to check our website, read 
our quarterly newsletters to be kept up 
to date on the Society’s activities and 
other events and information about 
Parish’s history.  

One last thing:  Would you like to 
submit articles for our newsletter?  Do 
you have interesting local history or 
family genealogy you would like to 
share?  Do you have any unanswered 
questions dealing with local history or 
family genealogy?  Let us know and we 
will print it in our Newsletter.  We also 
welcome your thoughts on the Newslet-
ter.  This year we added “The Histo-
rian’s Corner”, by Bridget Swartz, we 
have had a lot of positive feedback on 
her articles.   

I am looking forward to the upcom-
ing year, which starts in September.  

Nancy Bookheimer, President 

Letter written to Gloria 
White on Feb. 19, 2010 

Hi Gloria, 

It has been a long time 
since you have heard 
anything from me, but I 
notice that I can send 
you any news item so 
here goes.  On page 6 of 
“Pondering the Past” is a 
small picture of the Par-
ish Canning Co.  When 
Windholz went bank-
rupt, Ray Nellis, Owen House and Tho-
mas Spedding (my dad) bought the fac-
tory.  I started working there when I was 
probably 18. That was 1938 and in the 
fall I went to Central City Business Insti-
tute in Syracuse.  Also on the back page 
–Thelma Beley and Mary Henderson 
were my cousins; Aunt Lydia on the end 
was married to my Uncle Clark Lewis.  I 
enjoy reading this newsletter and I am 
enclosing a check . . . Thank you. 

Sincerely,  Ethel (Spedding) Hoadley 

Parish Mirror  March 28, 1924 excerpt: 

Windholz Canning Factory 

In 1882 Louie Windholz of Syracuse, with the aid of local capital, 
built the canning factory which furnished employment to several 
men and women during the canning season.  Corn has been the prin-
ciple product of the factory until the past year when large quantities 
of peas and beans have been canned.  For several years the com-
pany was known as the Windholz Canning Co.  but recently has been 
changed to the Windholz Canneries, Inc.  Following Louie Wind-
holz’ death, his son, Chas. A. became president of the company.  E. 
M. Tufts is the present superintendent of the factory. 
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L.A. DeGarmo, Mayor of Parish, has announced that one of the old landmarks of the Village of Parish known as 
the Carley House has been purchased by the Village of Parish.  This building is to be torn down because of its haz-
ardous condition. 

Story of the Carley house follows: 

The Carley  House, about to be torn down to make room for a village parking lot, was built about 1870 by Wil-
liam Carley, who ran a hotel there for several years.  Then the State passed a law that alcoholic beverages could not 
be sold that near a church, so Mr. Carley discontinued the hotel business and started a dry goods business on the 
main street of the village.  He continued to live in the Carley House until his death in 1900. 

William David bought the building and moved his family here in 1901.  He remodeled the building, making liv-
ing quarters on the first and second floors and a store in the front, which he rented to James Gray.  The third story 
was used as a Grange Hall until the Grange moved to its present location.  It was then used as living quarters.  The 
second story apartment was occupied by the Charles Lynch family and then by Marianne David. 

The store was later rented to Frank Butler  (see picture on right) for the sale of dry goods.  Then Stephen Linsler 
ran a store there where he sold homemade ice cream.  He was there two years.   The next tenants were James Garber 
and John Brown who ran a grocery store.  From 1924 to 1943 the Market Basket Chain leased the store and Frank 
Wightman was manager. 

For twelve years the office next to the store was used as the Post Office, following the burning of the Post Office 
Building on Main Street.  William David was Postmaster.  Lewis David was the first rural mail carrier from this of-
fice, the next rural carriers being Fred McNett and Major Richards.  For the last few years the office has been used 
as a barber shop. 

In 1947 the building was sold to Francis Smith and Fred Dodge.  The ownership then passed to Vernon Olin who 
rented it to Carmen Perry, Sr.  He occupied the first floor and ran a restaurant. 

The last occupants of the building were the Carmen Perry, Jr. family, William and Robert Trevett, and Sylvia 
Woolworth, Olin has now sold the property to the village. 

Parish Mirror excerpt  Village Purchases Old Landmark 

REX W. EDICK, rural mail carrier, employed for 43 years by the Parish post office, pictured with his rig in 1907. 
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Excerpt from a local 1923 paper 

W. H. Baker was postmaster up to 
1885 when E.D. Edick assumed the 
office and moved into the store that 
was then located just east of the 
Masonic Temple.  He held the of-
fice until 1889, when W. B. Harter 
was appointed postmaster and he 
moved the office into the corner 
store, Railroad and Main Streets, 
now occupied by W. B. Harter & 
Sons as a general store.  In July 
1903, B. J. Morgan received the 
appointment as postmaster and 
moved the office in to his store 
which was then located where the 
post office now stands.  Mr. Mor-
gan held the office for four years 

until 1907 when W. C. David was 
appointed postmaster.  He moved 
the office into the store now occu-
pied by Andrew Klotz where it re-
mained until Mr. David built two 
stores on the site now occupied by 
H. H. Bliss & Co.  He moved the  

. . . as a general store.  The post re-
mained in this location until the fire 
which destroyed the four stores on 
that corner, Claud Tallcott, Aut 
Edick, F. A. Butler and post office.  
Mr. David then moved the post of-
fice to the building owned by him 
on Railroad Street where it re-
mained until 1915 when Blanche L. 
Morgan received the appointment 
P. M. and she removed the office to 

����

its present location and resigned in 
1920 when Owen W. House re-
ceived the appointment and is the 
present postmaster.  During Miss 
Morgan’s term of office the Parish 
office advanced from a 4th class to a 
3rd class office. 

L. A. Davids was the first rural car-
rier in 1902 and on his first trip he 
delivered 1 letter 2 circulars and 1 
paper.  He is still delivering the 
mail on Route 1, Rex Edick has 
route 2; and Frank Hammecker,  
route 3.  Neal Forrest has carried 
the mail on Star route from Parish  
to West Amboy 17 years. 
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Official notice was received by Oren G. Hunter, postmaster, in Parish, on November 30 
that arrangements had been made with H. J. Hunter, by the Post Office Department of 
Washington, D. C., for the construction of a new one-story wooden frame building to be 
constructed by him, and to be occupied by the Post Office quarters after January 1, 1941. 

The new building will be 50 feet long and 16 feet wide, and will be erected on the lot 
between Mr. Hunter’s store and the present Post 
Office building.  The new building will have 
more floor space for the lobby and workroom 
which is greatly needed as the increase in busi-
ness in the past few years warrants it.  It will 
also have all conveniences such as running wa-
ter and lavatories and is being constructed to 
meet every requirement of the Post Office Dept. 

The contract for the building has been 
awarded to the F. E. Miller & Son Lumber 
Company, and construction has already begun 
on it. 

The Post Office Department has decided that 
the new location  is the ideal spot in Parish for 
the erection of the new building. 
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Teachers of town of Hastings will 
hold a conference Thursday Oct. 29, at 
the school at Hastings, Nov. 10 Miss 
Mary Henderson of this place is teacher. 

Mrs. Claude Bliss is confined to her 
home by illness. Mrs. Bessie Kilts of 
Searles district, spent the day with her. 

Mrs. Almela Dewey has returned to 
her home in Phoenix after spending a 
week in the home of Mr. and Mrs. Wells 
Harter and Mr. and Mrs. F. O. Beitts. 

Mr. and Mrs. Beryl Harter returned 
home Thursday evening after spending 
week motoring through the New England 
States. They also visited friends in Ossi-
ning on their trip. 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Munger spent 

(Continued from page 2) several days with Mr. and Mrs. Clarence 
Licurt in Syracuse. 

At the Ladies' Aid Society meeting at 
the M. E. church Wednesday afternoon, 
two quilts were tied and plans made for a 
chicken supper Wednesday evening, Octo-
ber 28, at the annual bazaar. Mrs. Rex 
Edick is general chairman and Mrs. Edgar 
Lusby is chairman of the dining-room. The 
public is invited. At the close of the meet-
ing a picnic lunch was served. 

There will be no prayer meeting next 
Wednesday night owing to the preaching 
mission held during the week. 

Have Baby Girl 
A daughter, Loretta June, was born 

Wednesday. Oct 14, to Mr. and Mrs. Theo-
dore Willis. 

Mrs. S. S. Hollis of Adams, is spending 
several days with her son and his wife, Dr. 
and Mrs. John Hollis. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jay Rowetts have moved 
from Binghamton to Syracuse.  Mrs. 
Rowetts was formerly Miss Melissa De-
Wolf of this place. 

Mrs. Dora Rider has returned home 
after spending several  days with friends 
near Rochester. 

Mrs. Anna Schaad of West Amboy, is 
spending some time at the home of her son, 
Carl Schaad and Mrs. Schaad, North Rail-
road sStreet. 

Parish home bureau will have a land-
scape lesson with a visit to the home of 
Mrs. R. S. Davey Thursday afternoon, Oct. 

(Continued on page 8) 
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22, at 2 o’clock. Mr. Bushey, a Cornell special-
ist on landscaping will be present and give a 
talk. All who are interested are invited to at-
tend.  Mr. Bushey will address the Carley Mills 
unit at 3:30 o'clock, also. 

Wenonah Rebekah lodge will serve an Ital-
ian spaghetti supper in Odd fellows hall Thurs-
day evening, Oct. 22. The spaghetti will be 
prepared by Mrs. Janette Corvell. 

Mr. and Mrs. Major Richards celebrated 
their 30th wedding anniversary Tuesday eve-
ning at their home on Railroad Street.  Those 
who helped them celebrate were Mr. and Mrs. 
Fetcher Smith, Watertown; Mr. and Mrs. Glenn 
Truax, daughter Nancy of Fulton, Mr. and Mrs. 
Leslie Gray and family, Mr. and Mrs. Willard 
Richards, Mrs. Anna Kellogg, Miss Louise 
Richards and Helen Antoski, Norman and Carl 
Richards of this place. 

Mrs. Glenn Harter entertained at a dinner 
party Thursday for members of the Bridge club 
of Alpha Gamma Delta alumnae. Those who 
attended were Mrs. Harold Wilkinson, Mrs. 
Clarence Severence, Mrs. Merrill Gliaman. 
Mrs. George R. Fearan, Mrs. Paul Murphy, 
Mrs. Julia Walsh and Mrs. Charles Mesick of  
Syracuse, and Mrs. Robert Wood of Phoenix. 

(Continued from page 7) 
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 L to R Bev Crim, Sharon White, Nancy Bookheimer, Fred Swartz, Bridget 
Swartz, Janet Clerkin, Ruth Whitelaw,  Gloria White, Bill Bookheimer 

���Arnie  
  Herbert 

Linda McNamara 

Bridget Swartz, Barry Leemann 

Parish Town Historical Society 

P.O. Box 145 

Parish, New York  13131 

http://pths.parish-ny.com 
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