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While doing research on the 
country schools of Parish, one 
name, Nancy Robinson, appeared 
several times.  

Nancy Robinson taught in Par-
ish schools for nearly 40 years. 
Early photographs show her wear-
ing a long gingham dress and as the 
years passed, the later photos pic-
ture her in a knee length business 
suit. There must have been many 
changes other than fashion in her 
40 years of service. 

She was born in Parish in 
1868, the daughter of George and�

(Continued on page 3) 
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Since the publication of our book 
“Uphill Both Ways” we have found 
some other tidbits of information 
about the Parish rural schools. 

The Devendorf School was 
probably the first of the Parish rural 
schools to close. It was still listed on 
the tax rolls in 1906. 

In December 1928, Mrs. Eddie 
Brown taught at the New Dutch Hill 
School . When she became ill Wells 
Harter was the substitute teacher. 

Mr. Max LaClair was another 
teacher at the Miller District. The 
Miller school was also used for 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Local News Items 
Parish Locals 

Mr. and Mrs. Howard Pelow 
were called to Vermillion Monday 
by the death of Mr. Pelow’s father, 
George Pelow. 

Mrs. E.J. Cottet is confined to 
her home by illness. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ward Weaver 
and family of Syracuse, were recent 
guests of Mrs. Eva D. Weaver. 

Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Horning 
and Ethel Horning have returned 
home after spending the winter 
months in Florida. 

Mr. and Mrs. D.B. Scriber are 
spending some time in Camden. 

Sgt. Art LaForce is spending a 
week at his home here. 

Lt. Richard Sanders returned to 
Nebraska Saturday after spending a 
week here with Mrs. Sanders. 

Mrs. Henry Heath has returned 
to New Haven after spending a 
week here with Mr. and Mrs. 
Claude Owens. 

Mr. Ward Weaver of Syracuse, 
and Mrs. Thomas Gaines of North 
Syracuse visited Mrs. Eva D. 
Weaver Sunday. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ray Blewer of 
Syracuse were Thursday guests of 
Mrs. Esther Weaver. 

Mr. and Mrs. Leo Woods and 
family of Syracuse were weekend 
guests of Mrs. Alena Wood and son 
Raymond. 

Friends have received word of 
the birth of a son to Mr. and Mrs. 
Caryl Adams of Whitney Point at 
Binghamton hospital Thursday, 
April 26.  Mr. Adams is a former 
principal of Parish High School. 

Mr. and Mrs. Albert Gloch are 
the parents of a girl born in new 

Memorial hospital.  Mrs. Gloch is 
the former Miss Kathleen Nellis. 

Mrs. Fred Wright of Oswego 
visited her sister, Mrs. Max Shoe-
maker and Mr. Shoemaker last 
week. 

Mr. and Mrs. C.V. Rowlee spent 
the weekend in Silver Springs, the 
guests of Mr. and Mrs. Albert Be-
quillard. 

Mrs. Harloe Owen is a patient in 
Memorial hospital, Syracuse. 

Mr. and Mrs. Loyal McNeal of 
Watertown were recent guests of 
Mrs. Christie Edick and family. 

Miss Donna Mane Lukar spent 
last weekend in Utica with relatives. 

Mrs. Frances G. Buscall left 
Saturday for her home in Troy after 
spending a week with her parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. D.B. Scriber. 

Mr. and Mrs. D.B. Scriber left 
Saturday for Camden, NJ where they 
are employed at the Holland Florist. 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank J. Ham-
mecker entertained at a 6 o’clock 
dinner Saturday evening, Mr. and 
Mrs. D.B. Scriber. 

Mrs. Amos LaRobardiere, Mr. 
and Mrs. Charles Hammecker drove 
to Rochester on Sunday for a family 
reunion. 

The funeral of John Bullard held 
at the Colosse Baptist church on 
Monday afternoon was largely at-
tended by neighbors and friends 
from MapleView and Mexico.  Bur-
ial was in Pleasant Lawn Cemetery, 
Parish. 

Mr. William Bardin is confined 
to his home by illness. 

The regular annual school meet-
ing of District 2 was held on Tues-
day night.  Election of officers was 

��&
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not held. 

Parish Center 
Mr. and Mrs. Royal Yager and 

Mr. and Mrs. Jason Yager of Fulton 
recently called on Mrs. Jennie Klock. 

Mr. and Mrs. Guy Stevens of 
Altmar, visited her mother, Mrs. Julia 
Sperling and Mrs. Stevens’ sister, 
Mrs. Verne Hamilton and family 
Sunday, April 22. 

W. A. House called on H.C. 
Reed Wednesday of last week. 

Mr. and Mrs. W.A. House spent 
Wednesday afternoon in Parish with 
their daughter, Mrs. Harloe Owen. 

Tressie Hamilton, youngest 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Verne 
Hamilton celebrated her eighth birth-
day Thursday, April 26, by entertain-
ing a number of her young friends. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Turk and 
family were guests of her parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. H.C. Reed Sunday af-
ternoon. 

Mrs. Reagan and daughter and 
son-in-law and also her grandson 
were here Sunday afternoon from 
Syracuse to attend the wedding of her 
son, Robert Schwartz and Iva Reed.  

Miss Jean Morehouse spent Sun-
day night with Mr. and Mrs. H.C. 
Reed. 

Card of Thanks 
I wish to express my sincere thanks to 
all my friends and neighbors for the 
many acts of kindness shown me dur-
ing my recent illness.  Also to mem-
bers of Wenonha Rebekah Lodge, 
members of Puritan Chapter, mem-
bers of the Parish Grange and mem-
bers of the Past Noble Grand club for 
the lovely flowers, cards and gifts 
send me during my illness. 
Eva D. Weaver 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Mary Seaman. She was edu-
cated in the village school and 
began her teaching career as a 
young woman. 

Years ago a teacher was 
offered a contract for a year or 
sometimes for each term. 
Many of our teachers taught at 
several of the rural schools. 
We find references to Mrs. 
Robinson teaching in at least 
3 of the rural Parish schools; 
Fritts, Miller, and Laing. The 
last ten years of her career 
were spent at the Parish vil-
lage school teaching 7th, 8th 
and 9th grades. She retired in 
1933. 

According to her obitu-

(Continued from page 1) ary, published in 1939, Mrs. Rob-
inson was active in welfare work 
in Parish. In the minutes of a 
school board meeting Mrs. Robin-
son proposed that soup and crack-
ers be provided to all students free 
of charge. It was evident that she 
had her student’s welfare in mind. 

She was also a member of the 
Home Bureau and the Parish Cen-
ter Episcopal Methodist Church. 
Along with her career and other 
activities, she was the wife of 
George Robinson and mother of 
daughter, Nellie.  

Mrs. Robinson passed away in 
March 1939 at the age of 70. 

Many teachers are remembered 
as stern, however, Mrs. Robinson 
must have also been loved by her stu-

Sixth, Seventh, and Eighth Grades, 1925-26 

1-Herbert Woodrick, Charles Perlet, Niles Beley, Charles Windholtz, Lewis Henderson, Paul Cottet, Wyant Herrick, Lyle Halsey 

2-Kathleen Rowland, Ruth Dawley, Blanche Stuart, Marion Klotz, Alice Durgee, Marion Hhouse, Lucy Richards, Barbara Windholtz, Ethel Turner 

3-Dick Crosby, Harley White, Oren Hunter, Bruce Wightman, Rowland Bulson, Floyd Halsey, Clinton Lynch, Lewis Wood, Lewis DeGarmo 

4-Nancy Robinson, teacher, Helen Castle, __ Gregory, Inez DeGarmo, Sylvia Allen, Nellie Turnbull, ___ Gregory, Katherine Smith, Prof. Early 

Laing School Class, 1906  Row 1: Dorothy Allen, Ruby Thomp-
son, Lucy Crosby, Walter O’Brien, Row 2: Winifred Taylor, 
Annabelle Taylor, James O’Brien, Clark Lewis, John Lewis, 
Leda Bettinger, Jesse Lewis,  Frank Lewis, Lee Bryant,  
Row 3: Teacher Nancy Robinson, Ethel Ackley, Frank Petrie, 
Ruth Bettinger, Beatrice Crosby, Gladys Bettinger, Dora Lewis 

dents.  Bertha Tilton Weaver, a former stu-
dent named her daughter Nancy (secretary 
of the Parish Town Historical Society) in 
Mrs. Robinson's honor.  
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Card of Thanks 
We wish to express our sincere 
thanks to all our relatives, friends 
and neighbors for flowers, cards 
and letters of sympathy during the 
illness and death of our father and 
brother. 
Mrs. J.W. Potter and family 
Mr. William M. Howard and family 
Mr. William H Howard 
 

Parish WSCS to Meet 
Parish—Mrs. Rex Edick will open 
her home Wednesday, May 9 at 
2:30 pm to members and friends of 
the WSCS of the Parish Methodist 
church.  Mrs. Richard Miller is 
chairman for the month of May. 

(Continued from page 2) Schwartz – Reed 
Parish—A pretty home wedding 
took place Sunday afternoon, April 
29 at the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Hamilton C. Reed, when their 
daughter, Iva, was united in mar-
riage to Robert Schwartz of Syra-
cuse by Rev. Stanley E. Skinner, in 
the presence of the immediate fami-
lies. 
The couple was attended by Glenn 
Turk, nephew of the bride, and 
Miss Jean Morehouse of Jonesburg. 
After the wedding luncheon was 
served the table being centered with 
a beautiful wedding cake. 
The couple will make their home in 
Syracuse. 
 

church services and Sunday school. 
The Red Mill School closed in 

the early 1930s so finding any  in-
formation on that school was very 
difficult. Since the publication of 
the book  we learned that in 1893, 
Miss Edith Gardner was engaged to 
teach at the  Red Mill School. 

 Mrs. Harry Jennings also 
taught at the Red Mill School in 

Mexico Independent, Thursday, May  3, 1945 

Parish Library News 
Circulation for the month of April is 
as follows:  Adult nonfiction 46, ju-
venile 22.  Adult fiction 279, juvenile 
160.  Adult magazine 29.  Total 752. 
After May 1 a tax will be charged on 
all overdue books.  The regulations 
are two cents for each book for every 
day upon which the library is open.  
Kindly watch the date slip in the book 
you have. 
 

Mary K Jennings, Librarian 

1918. In a  1955 issue of the Mex-
ico Independent Mirror it was re-
ported that Mrs.  Jennings visited 
with her former pupils from the Red 
Mill School,  Ed  Quinn and his sis-
ter, Marion.   

In 1938, Mrs. Jennings was the 
substitute teacher at the New Dutch 
Hill  School. 

In the 1940’s, the roof of the 

Fritts School collapsed under the 
weight of the snow. 

The Searles School burned in 
December 1958. At that time it was 
used as a summer home by a family 
from Syracuse .  

 Copies of “Uphill Both Ways” 
are available for purchase at the Par-
ish Public Library. The cost is $15. 
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Deadlines-  
     Jan. 23  for February issue 

     Apr. 23 for May issue 

     Aug 23 for September issue 

     Nov.. 23 for December issue 
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Parish Seeks to Form Fire Auxiliary 
Mrs. James Jackson, assistant Fire Dis-

patcher of Oswego County Mutual Aid Fire 
System and Mrs. Calder Wood , Past Presi-
dent of the Oswego County Ladies Fire-
men’s Auxiliary, will be at the Parish Fire 
Barn Thursday, April 21st at 8 p.m. to help 
the Parish Firemen’s wives to organize a 
ladies auxiliary here in Parish.  All fire-
men’s wives are asked to attend this or-
ganization meeting. 

Parish Girl Scouts 
Tuesday evening, April 5th the semi-

annual Girl Scout Council meeting was 
held in the Wilcox Memorial in Mexico.  
Those attending from Parish were Alice 
Rhinehart, neighborhood chairman; Ada 
Riley, Priscilla Johnson, Phyllis Dayger, 
Patty Riley, Joyce Hollenbeck, and Jean 
Hollenbeck. 

The Pay Day for the Intermediates will 
be May 14 at Camp Wilderness. 

The Mother-Daughter banquet for In-
termediates, Seniors and Brownies will be 
at the school at Parish, Tuesday, May 10th 
at 6:30. 

Parish Town Historical Society    
2007-08  Officers 

 
President – Evelyn Stelmashuck 
 Vice President –  Kevin Dwyer 

Secretary — Nancy Weaver Bookheimer 

Treasurer — Gloria Rima White�

The Girl Scout cookies will be 
delivered around April 23. 

PARISH 
Mrs. Marion Beley 

The regular meeting of the Parish 
Methodist WSCS was held April 6 at 
the home of Mrs. Frank Halse.  Plans 
were made for the annual Mother-
Daughter banquet to be held in May.  
Mrs. Lewis Henderson is chairman of 
this event. 

Parish Grange 
Parish Grange No. 575 will meet 

at 8 p. m. April 18th.  A Sponge Cake 
contest will be held.  This must be a 
yellow or true sponge made in a tube 
pan with no icing or filling.  Chiffon 
and white cakes are not eligible. 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Zender, Sr. 
who spent the winter months at Lees-
burg, Florida arrived home Friday. 

Mr. Ben L. Henderson entered 
Oswego hospital Monday for obser-
vation and treatment.  

Mrs. Alex Forbes who has been a 

Margie (Gard) Gray needs info 
family Joseph Campbell Alexander 
resident 1810-1840 your area- wife 
Sarah (surname unknown) mca 1810; 
he was bca 1784 area Voluntown, 
CT; Sarah buried NY (where??)
(when??) An Uncle was wounded 
War 1812 &  returned to your area. 
Joseph moved family to near Howell 
MI prior to  1840.  Joseph would be 
my 3rd Gr grandfather. Help please. 

 

gardguru@hotmail.com  
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Mexico Independent & Parish Mirror  
Thursday, April 14, 1960 

patient in Oswego hospital for 
the past five weeks has returned 
home much improved following 
a major surgery. 

Alex Forbes entered 
Oswego hospital Saturday for 
observation and surgery. 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Spar-
ling are the parents of a son 
born Friday, April 8.  He joins 
two sisters. 

Mrs. Inez Manning, who 
has spent the winter months 
here with her daughter, Mrs. 
Richard Popp and family has 
returned to her home in the Fritz 
District. 

Mrs. Hadwin Coe enter-
tained her card club at her home 
Friday evening. 

Mr. Dan Cole is a patient in 
Oswego hospital where he un-
derwent surgery on his leg last 
Friday. 
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By Hallie Sweeting 

Saturday, February 16, 2008  

Sterling, since its formation in 
1812 from the Town of Cato, has been 
fortunate to have had the services of 
many caring doctors. The earliest doc-
tors recorded in the town's history 
were Dr. Steven Bent, who had served 
in that capacity during the Revolution-
ary War and his son, Dr. Stephen Bent 
Jr., who had served with the 167th 
Regiment of Militia during the War of 
1812. Here in Sterling in 1826 was Dr. 
Alexander Proudfit from Washington 
County. I could go on and on with the 
names of these early doctors. I, how-
ever, am going to tell you about a 
prominent and well-known doctor of 
the late 19th century.  

Dr. Albert Llewellyn Hall, one of 
the most well-known doctors of the 
late 1880s, was born on Dec. 14, 1855 
on a farm near Central Square, 
Oswego County. His parents were 
Ransom and Mary Jane (Barnes) Hall. 
Albert Hall attended the local school 
and later attended and graduated from 
Cazenovia Seminary. 

He taught school for a number of 
years and eventually served as a prin-
cipal of schools in Parish, Cleveland 
and Constantia. In 1874 he won a 
scholarship to Cornell University, 
where he began his study of medicine. 
In 1878, he entered the medical col-
lege at Syracuse University and gradu-
ated from there in 1879. After gradua-
tion, he came to Fair Haven and 
opened a practice, where he remained 
for the next 20 years. 

� � � � � � �

Dr. Hall was a pioneer in 
the field of forensic ballistics, 
and was considered an expert in 
identifying firearms from am-
munition fired there. 

He was called as an expert 
witness in many of the murder 
trials of the 1890s. Among 
them, the 1897 case of the Peo-
ple vs. Charles Allen charged 
with the murders of Mary Daly 
and Margaret Crouch of Sackets 
Harbor. 

He was also called as a wit-
ness in the 1898 trial of George 
H. Smith charged with murder-
ing his wife in Churchville. 

He was the recipient of 
many awards and honors. In 
1895, he won a second place 
award given by the International 
Journal of Surgery for the best 
description of an accident case, 
or emergency box, as part of a 
railway train equipment. 

His paper was published in 
full in an issue of that publica-
tion. 

Also, in 1895, he was ap-
pointed Executive Committee-
man of the Republican State 
League of Cayuga County. On 
the local level, besides his du-
ties as village physician, he 
served as health officer and 
president of the Village of Fair 
Haven. 

In 1900, he and his family 
moved to Fulton, where he was 
active in many community af-

fairs, including the Fulton water 
pumping and purification system. 

He was the author of the pa-
per titled, “The Missile and the 
Weapon,” which, with his permis-
sion, was republished in 1931 by 
the crime detection laboratory of 
Northwestern University of Chi-
cago. 

Dr. Hall married twice, his 
first was wife Almeda Allen, who 
died in 1907. They had two chil-
dren, a son, Ralph L., and a 
daughter, Blanche A. A few years 
later, he married Lena H. Howell 
of Fulton. 

Their only child, Dorothy, 
was born in 1918. Dr. Hall died at 
his home in Fulton on Aug. 3, 
1931. 

He was survived by his wife, 
three children, two brothers, doc-
tors E.D. Hall and A.W. Hall, and 
a sister, Mrs. Cora Brinkerhoff. 
Burial was in Mt. Adnah Ceme-
tery in Fulton. 

(Internet source) 
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The Parish Town Historical So-
ciety will host a spring walk in May 
at the historic Bidwell Cemetery. 
This resting place of many early 
Parish citizens is located on 
Bidwell Road. The life and times of 
these Parish community members 
buried in the cemetery will be por-
trayed by members and friends of 
the Parish Town Historical Society 
in a touching and memorable way--
in their own words. 

The Bidwell Cemetery Associa-
tion is not under the care of the 
town of Parish, but managed by a 
board of trustees:  Harold Petrie, 
president, Reginald Simmons, vice-
president, Velma Lewis Caswell , 
secretary/treasurer and Angie Sim-
mons.   

 Burr Simmons was president for 
many years, followed by Andy 
Lewis. If this not-for-profit associa-
tion;.  Harold Petrie became presi-
dent in 1980 when approached by 
Andy Lewis; at that time the state 
was at the point of seizing all funds 
due to lack of activity.   

Harold found the cemetery full 
of fallen branches, broken fences 
allowing cows to roam inside.  Har-
old and his daughter Cindy took on 
the task of cleaning and burning off 
the leaves. 

The association hired Herman 
Gehrke to take over the care.  Her-
man did a tremendous amount of 
work over the next 5 or 6 years.  
His stepson Francis Maunder and 
family cared for the cemetery for a 
few years.  The Duane Hubbard 
worked with a great deal of pride. 

The Bidwell Cemetery Associa-
tion will have a meeting around the 
second week of April.  The group is 
looking for new members.  If you 
are interested in getting involved 
with this  sacred site;  contact Har-
old Petrie at 315.625.7526. 

Family names at Bidwell ceme-
tery:  ACKLEY, ALBERT, AUS-
TIN, BELLINGER, BIDWELL, 
BLISS, BROOKS, BURROWS, 
BUSH, BUTRICK, CAMPBELL, 
CARL, CARPENTER, CHORLEY, 
COAN COLE, CRIM, CROSS, 
DAVEY, DE GARMO, DICKI-
SON, DUELL, ENSLOW, FRA-
VOR, FYLER, GARDENER, 
GARDNER, HETHERINGTON, 
HORNING, HOUSE, HUESTED, 
IRISH, JACOBSON, JENNINGS, 
KEELER, LAING, LAST, NILES, 
LUDINGTON, MARSH, MAR-
TIN, MC LYMOND, MENTER, 
MILLER, MORE, MORRISON, MOW-
ERS, OSTERHOUT, OWENS, PALMER, 
PATTENGALL, PETRIC, PETRIE, 
PHELPS, PICKENS, PITCHER, POTTER, 
POWERS, RATHBURN, REED, ROB-
BINS, ROOD, ROUND, ROW, 
SHERMAN, SIMMONS, SIVERS, 
SMITH, SNOW, SPICER, SPENCER 
THAYER, TRISTON, WASWORTH, 
WEST, WESTOVER, WHEELER, 
WHITE, WHITNEY, WILD, WILCOX, 
WILLIAMS, WILSON and YOUNG. 

If you are interested in taking part in 
this meaningful historic living presentation, 
attend the next society meeting on March 
12 at 7 PM at the Mills and Petrie Memo-
rial Gymnasium.  There will be copies of 
the Bidwell Cemetery census available. 

Looking ahead to a great 
year . . . Getting involved in 
the community of Parish.  
Bring history back in a vari-
ety of opportunities... 
~Parish Irish Days 

March 8 & 9 
~Spring and Fall  

Cemetery Walks 
~Oswego County Fair 

July 2—7 
~Olde Home Days 

August 9 
~Parish Fall Festival 

October 18 
~Tree Lighting Festivities 

Dec. 6 
 . . . and more. 
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The Railroad Street Circus 
Children in Parish once looked forward to the annual circus held at Herb Turner’s home on Railroad Street.  This 1931 
photograph was taken by Hadwin C. Fuller.  Pictured from left , front row:  Patty Miller, Ethel Spedding, ?, Ralph 
Miller, Herb Turner (behind mask), Bob Fuller, Harold Allen, Dawn Minkler and Fred Windholz.  Back row:  Chuck 
Windholz, Bill Larrabee, Jay Jacobson, ?, Kathleen Nellis, Evan Crim, Raymond Wood, and Mary Turner. 


